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Jadeth Elder Ellis Webber

Class Flower: Rose               Class Song: “Landslide” -Fleetwood Mac           
Class Motto: You are both the map and the traveler. Every step you take, redraws the world beneath your feet.

HSCHS Class of 2026

Cole Keller

2026

HATS OFF
TO THE
2026 

GRADS 

Date 
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Lucille Andreen Dean Bihr

Elizabeth Arcand Haeden Blair

Congratulations
Bobcats!

Let the caps fly!
Congratulations to the Thermopolis Class of 2026
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Ken A. Westphal, Agent
Supporting Thermopolis,
Worland & Ten Sleep
Thermopolis: 307.864.5501
Worland/Ten Sleep: 307.347.9233
kenny@kennywestphal.com

Regularly meeting with Thermopolis
residents. Call to setup a meeting.

Congratulations 
Class of 2026!

Best of 
Luck to you 
in all your 

future 
endeavors.
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Lainie Boren Destiny Brown

Korbin BrillCody Bomengen

Congratulations 
to the class of 

2026!
A bright future 

lies ahead.
Peyton Green

Thermopolis Police Department

Mon.-Fri., 8:30-5:30 | Sat., 9-Noon 
610 S. 6th St., Thermopolis                           

(Inside Mack’s Market)

864-2369

Congrats 
to the 

Class of 2026!

864-3131 • 115 East Park, Hot Springs Sate Park

Hot Springs 
Hotel & SpaStone PebblesStone Pebbles
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Jon Bryce Kassidee Chavez

Sharon Burgess Scott Coale

Congratulations 
to the class of 

2026!
A bright future 

lies ahead.
Peyton Green

Thermopolis Police Department

510 Park St. • 864-2757
www.dairylandhotcitycoffee.com

To all of the hardworking 
graduates turning the tassel 

this year, we congratulate you 
and wish you all the 
best in your future 

endeavors.

Class of 2026!

Cooper Cooper 
HolmanHolman

Dean Dean 
BihrBihr

Kaycee Kaycee 
StothartStothart

CONGRATS!

From all of us at the 
Hot Springs County 

Sheriff’s Office.
Gage Pittsley
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From Wyoming 
News Exchange

 newspapers

286 acres burn in 
Red Cabin wildfire 

in Oregon Basin

CODY (WNE) — Fire 
departments from Park 
County responded to a 
wildland fire last Mon-
day afternoon after a 
lightning strike ignited 
a blaze east of Dry Creek 
and southeast of Cody in 
Oregon Basin.

Cody Fire responded 
to the call with four en-
gines to the scene, while 
Powell dispatched two 
and Meeteetse sent three 
engines to the site. The 
call was received around 
2:45 p.m.

The burn area, to-
taling 286 acres, orig-
inated on BLM land, 
but ultimately affected 
a combination of state 
and federal lands, said 
Brad Purdy of BLM in 
Cheyenne. The fire was 
subsequently named and 
referred to as the Red 
Cabin Fire.

Jerry Parker, county 
fire warden and admin-
istrator of Cody Fire 
Department, said BLM 
released all three de-
partments on Monday 
following the fire’s con-

tainment. Purdy report-
ed that approximately 
9,100 gallons of retar-
dant were flown on the 
fire using an aerial fire-
fighting unit out of Wor-
land.

No flare-ups or second-
ary ignitions had been 
reported, and Purdy 
said on Sunday evening, 
“BLM considers this in-
cident to be contained.”

Last year, lightning 
was determined to be the 
cause of ignition for the 
Elk Fire in the Bighorn 
National Forest, which 
burned 98,352 acres. 

—----------

Black Mountain 
Lookout closed 

for repairs

SHERIDAN (WNE) 
— A popular hiking des-
tination for many years 
in the Bighorn National 
Forest, the Black Moun-
tain Lookout will be 
closed for the foreseeable 
future.

Constructed in 1939, 
the lookout was part of 
an early fire detection 
program until 1980. Oth-
er fire detection meth-
ods, like flights, made 
staffing remote lookout 
towers unnecessary, ac-
cording to the Bighorn 

National Forest’s web-
site. 

The Bighorn Nation-
al Forest announced the 
current closure of the 
lookout building with a 
special order published 
June 23, though it has 
been closed since 2024 
“due to public safety con-
cerns,” Bighorn Nation-
al Forest Public Affairs 
Specialist Sara Evans 
Kirol wrote in an email 
to The Sheridan Press.

The special order 
states the closure is in 
place “to protect public 

safety until building re-
pairs are complete.” The 
order is in effect through 
Dec. 31, 2028, or until it 
is rescinded.

HistoriCorps is once 
again evaluating the 
Black Mountain Look-
out, as well as several 
other historic structures 
in the forest; its evalua-
tion began July 23.

“Once their evaluation 
is complete, we’ll have a 
clearer scope of repairs 
and associated costs,” 
Evans Kirol wrote in 
an email to The Sheri-

dan Press.
While the building 

itself remains closed, 
recreators still use the 
Black Mountain trail 
leading to the lookout.

“Hikers can still reach 
the lookout and enjoy 
stunning 360-degree 
views from the surround-
ing area,” Evans Kirol 
wrote in an email to The 
Sheridan Press. “For 
safety, we ask that visi-
tors respect barriers and 
refrain from walking on 
the catwalk or entering 
the structure.”

News from around the state

Ranch Rodeo results, highlights

Supply Technician
Maintain supplies for various departments.
Electronically receive supplies and equipment.
Maintain a clean and organized storeroom.
Participate in supply inventory counts.
Use computer-based programs for materials
management, shipping, and receiving. 

WE’RE
HIRING

www.hotspringshealth.com/careers

307-864-3121

EEO. HSH is a workplace free from alcohol and controlled substances. All candidates
offered a position will be required to complete post-offer drug and alcohol testing.

Part/Full-Time Parental Leave
Benefits Weekends Off

Mon.-Sat.,
8 a.m.-6 p.m., 

Sun., Noon-4 p.m. 

Don't Miss the 100th Year Celebration
of the Gift of the Waters Pageant

6 p.m. Sat. & Sun., Aug. 2 & 3

Support Hot Springs County Youth
attend the Junior Livestock Auction

& Judges Choice Bake Sale
Friday, Aug. 1 starting at 5 p.m.

Why is it?
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket 
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas,
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower,
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor,

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste,

washes with ADVERTISED soap,
puts on ADVERTISED clothes,

drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee,

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car,

and then....
refuses to ADVERTISE,
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES the business
for sale.

Why is it?

Ranch rodeo
The CMT Performance Horses team of Mat Cordingly, Taylor Cordingly, Abel Cordingly, Tristan Lundgren and Jason Longwell won first 
place at the Thermopolis FFA Alumni Ranch Rodeo held Saturday at the Hot Springs County Fairgrounds. Second place was the Lucerne 
Gang team of Brad Peil, Dawn Peil, Bridger Peil, Hoyt Peil and Koy Myers. The Hoodoo/Arapaho team of Reese Karst, Tucker Hatch, Caro-
line Dietz, Owen Sack and Chance Karst took third place. The hard luck award went to Leo Lonebear and the top hand was Abel Cordingly.   

Class of 1995
Members of the HSCHS graduating class of 1995 who recently attended their 30th year re-
union include, left to right, Paige Pickering, Crystal Cundall Zimmerscheid, Jennifer Hancock 
Selvey, Michelle Carter Holman, Amy Baird Iverson, Amanda Christensen Evans, Shauna 
Littlefield Bruckner, Pat Johns, Stefanie Cowger, Jennifer Buller, Mandy McDonald Wilson, 
Michelle Brister Kane and Shannon Buckner Myers. 

courtesy photo by Shaliee Harvey

photos by Lara Love

We’re
All Ears

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?

Your opinion is 
something we 
always want 

to hear. 

431 Broadway, 
Thermopolis, WY 82443   

307 864-2328
news@thermopir.com  

Painting Project?
Get the job done right with Benjamin 
Moore Paint and Purdy Painting Tools

Interior and Exterior 
Paints and all the 

supplies you need to 
make quick work of 

your project.Maile McCumber Cruz Mascorro
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Nolan Collins Peyton Green

Jadeth ElderLane Cole

Congratulations!

Making the Impossible, Possible!
148 E. Arapahoe St. www.gottsche.com

Dean Bihr Cody Bomengen

The tassel was worth 
the hassle.

Congratulations 
Class of 2026

Congratulations on 
your graduation 

and very best 
wishes as you embark 

on the exciting 
journey ahead!
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Dallyn Griffin JolieAnne Herring

Zakary Hastie Cooper Holman

W 
Best wishes for bright future.

864-3973Thermopolis Petro & TireNon Ethanol Premium

Nielsen Oil Co.864-3886

Haeden Blair Cody Bomengen Skylar Lippincott

Cruz Mascorro Bridger Peil
Kaycee Stothart

Maile McCumber Madison Shaffer Ellis Webber

Way to go Class of 2026!
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Taylor Ivie Natalie Keeney

Kamilla JohnsonZane Hubele

Closed WednesdayClosed Wednesday

Thursday - Tuesday: Thursday - Tuesday: 6 a.m. - 2 p.m., 4:30 - 9 p.m.

Bar open Thursday - Tuesday: Bar open Thursday - Tuesday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

(307) 864-2500 •109 s. 6Th • Thermopolis, Wy

Congratulations!
  

Alix Sorensen
Closed Wednesday

Thursday - Tuesday: 6 A.M. - 9 P.M.
(307) 864-2500

109 S. 6th • Thermopolis, WY

CongratulationsCongratulations
and good luck and good luck 
on your next on your next 
adventure.adventure.

Jayssie Owsley

 to the Class of 2026!
Congratulations

     

K
or

bi
n 

Br
ill

Lu
ci

lle
 A

nd
re

enNever stop chasing 
your dreams!
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Skylar LippincottCole Keller

Cruz Mascorro

0426_PW_THRMLS_GRAD_AD.indd   10426_PW_THRMLS_GRAD_AD.indd   1 4/22/26   10:46 AM4/22/26   10:46 AM

643 Broadway    307.864.2156    bighornfederal.com

Congratulations, Graduates!Congratulations, Graduates!
Best wishes for a bright future.Best wishes for a bright future.

Safari Club
Restaurant

864-3131 • 115 East Park, Hot Springs Sate Park

Dean BihrDean Bihr

Marguerite Keller
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Lillian McMartin Stone Pebbles

Jayssie OwsleyMaile McCumber

Marguerite Keller

Best and 
brightest 

wishes to the 
Class of 2026 

graduates! 
Keller Law Firm
116 North 5th St
Thermopolis, WY

Class of 2026
Congratulations!

Your dedication, resilience, and spirit have brought you to this proud moment. At Central Bank & Trust,
we believe in the power of your dreams and the promise of your future. As you take your next steps, college,
career, or new adventures, we’re here to help you build strong financial foundations and reach every goal.

We’re proud of you, graduates!
 

435 Arapahoe
Thermopolis, WY 82443

(307)864-5561

Madison ShafferMadison Shaffer

B e s t  w i s h e s  t o 
a l l  t h i s  y e a r ’ s 

o u t s t a n d i n g 
g r a d u a t e s !
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HSCHS Class of 2026

Bridger Peil Egyptian Rayes

Gage Pittsley Madison Shaffer

Performance 
Auto Parts

607 Broadway  
864-2315

Congratulations Class of 

Bridger Peil

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES

Lainie Boren Taylor Ivie Marguerite Keller

Stone Pebbles James Whitt

Community
Community
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New deputy
Dood Jaussaud, left, was recently sworn in as a Hot Springs County Sheriff’s
deputy and congratulated by Sheriff Jerimie Kraushaar.

courtesy photo

by Stephanie Conrad,
Hot Springs County

Emergency
Management Coordinator

As winter settles in and
the snow continues to accu-
mulate in the surrounding
mountains, it’s a good time
to revisit the snowpack and
runoff conditions that direct-
ly impact Boysen Reservoir.
While snowstorms typically
ramp up in March and April,
it’s crucial to monitor these
patterns early—so the com-
munity and agencies alike
can prepare for what’s ahead.

It’s been a few years since
we’ve delved into the details
of how snowmelt from nearby
mountain ranges feeds into
Boysen Reservoir and the
Big Horn River, so the Hot
Springs County Emergency
Management Office thought
it’d be helpful to update the
public with some new infor-
mation for this season.

What is a SNOTEL?
One of the key tools in

monitoring snowmelt is the
SNOTEL (Snow Telemetry)
system, a network of auto-
mated weather stations that
collect data on snowpack and
other climatic factors in re-
mote mountain areas. The
SNOTEL network is operat-
ed by the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service
(NRCS),a divisionof the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA). The data gathered
by these stations allows agen-
cies to predict snowmelt, run-
off volumes, and ultimately
how much water will flow
into Boysen Reservoir.

In the case of Boysen, four
SNOTEL stations are key to

understanding the snowpack
feeding into the reservoir:
Deer Park, Townsend Creek,
South Pass and Hobbs Park.

These stations monitor
snow levels in the mountain
ranges that drain direct-
ly into Boysen. By track-
ing snow water equivalent
(SWE)—the amount ofwater
contained within the snow-
pack—these stations help
predict how much runoff will
make its way to the reservoir
as temperatures rise.

Current Snow Water
Equivalent and Future

Predictions
At present, the snow wa-

ter equivalent data from the
four SNOTEL stations pro-
vide valuable insight into
what we can expect for run-
off, though it’s important to
remember that conditions
will likely change as we move
further into March and April.
Snowmelt is inherently un-
predictable, with the great-
est variability in runoff oc-
curring when large spring
storms come through.

The current snowpack lev-
els indicate there is a signifi-
cant amount of water stored
in the snow, but it’s too ear-
ly to determine exactly how
much will eventually flow
into Boysen. Snowpack will
continue to accumulate, and
monitoring will intensify as
we move into spring.

Reservoir Storage and
Management

The U.S. Bureau of Recla-
mation plays a central role
in managing Boysen Reser-
voir, focusing on monitoring
inflows, ensuring adequate
storage for agricultural, rec-

reational, and power gener-
ation needs, as well as man-
aging flood control.

At present, Boysen Reser-
voir is sitting with approxi-
mately 14 feet of lake depth
that still needs to be filled as
the runoff begins. The Bu-
reau of Reclamation’s goal is
to fill the lake by the end of
the runoff season. To do this,
they track the inflows and ad-
just releases from the dam ac-
cordingly,allwhilemaintain-
ing flood control operations.

A detailed plan, taking
into account the snowpack,
runoff forecasts, and inflow
data, will be finalized in the
coming months. This plan
will guide the Bureau of
Reclamation’s decisions on
dam releases, aiming to fill
the lake to optimal levels by
the end of the spring runoff
season.

What’s Next?
As we move through Feb-

ruary and into March, agen-
cies will continue to monitor
snow levels and runoff predic-
tions. The next update, from
Hot Springs County Emer-
gency Management, on snow-
pack and runoff expectations
will be released in March, as
the snow accumulates and
the melt begins.

For now, we remain cau-
tiously optimistic about the
spring runoff, keeping a
close eye on snowpack lev-
els, reservoir storage, and
the weather to ensure that
Boysen Reservoir is ready
for the coming season. Stay
tuned for updates as we track
these critical water condi-
tions through the spring and
summer months.

Preparing for snowmelt and runoff

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Safari Club
Lounge

Mon. 4 pm-close 
Tues.-Sun. 

11 am-close

Safari Club
Restaurant
Lunch: Tues.-Sun.
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Dinner: Mon.-Sun. 
4-9 p.m.

Serving special on February 8-17

Flat Iron Steak 
Tempura Shrimp 
Choice of Potato 
Soup or Salad

per personper person
$29.99$29.99

Large Selection Large Selection 
of Fresh Rosesof Fresh Roses

Floral & Gifts
116 S. 6th St. • 864-3721

Orders delivered to any school have 
to be placed by the end of the day 

on Feb. 11 for guaranteed delivery. 
Deliveries to any school will be 

made on Thursday, Feb. 12 only.

Chocolates • Unique Gifts 

Order

Early!

Delivery available!      
We will be open Sat., Feb. 14

Downtown Thermopolis • 864-3272 • Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Valentine’s Day Gift IdeasValentine’s Day Gift Ideas
Circle Drive Designs Hats

Jackrabbit Java Coffee
Jewelry
Candles

Drink Cards
Gift Cards

Cards
Legos 

Chocolate 

307-864-2328 • 431 Broadway • P.O. Box 31
Thermopolis, WY 82443 • ads@thermopir.com

Treat your loved one 
to the gift of news 
this Valentine's Day!

One year subscription to the Independent Record:
Hot Springs County....................$46
In Wyoming.................................$61
Outside Wyoming.......................$68
Online Only..................................$46

864-9355 • 215 N. 5th

For Your Special For Your Special 
SweetheartSweetheart

Make your
appointment 

today!

Full Service  
Family Salon

Gift Cards 
available for 
your Special 
Valentine!

ValentineValentine
SPECIALSPECIAL

Steak with Chimichurri 
Sauce and Shrimp
Including Dessert

$60$60
per couple

Wed. & Thurs. ; Closed
Fri.-Mon. ; 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.,

4:30 p.m. - 9 p.m
*Sundays at 8 p.m.

From an April 26, 1907 Thermopolis Independent, courtesy of HSC Museum

Support your 
local economy,
SHOP LOCAL!

Safari Club
Restaurant

864-3131 • 115 East Park, Hot Springs Sate Park

Jayssie OwsleyJayssie Owsley
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Alix Sorensen Kaycee Stothart

Levi StarkCharlee Slagle

HSCHS Class of 2026 HSCHS Class of 2026

Best Wishes, 
Class of 
2026!

April 14th
at

The generous coffee shop proceeds 
will be granted into breast cancer 

programs across Wyoming

Storyteller

April 14th
at

The generous coffee shop proceeds 
will be granted into breast cancer 

programs across Wyoming

Storyteller
April 12 & 13

The generous 
coffee shop 

proceeds will 
be granted into 
breast cancer 

programs across 
Wyoming.

Wyoming Breast Cancer Initiative

DOWNTOWN THERMOPOLIS 

864-3272
OPEN MON.-FRI. 6:30 AM-5:30 PM, 

SAT.  7:30 AM-5 PM

Ellis Webber

Jayssie 
Owsley

Nolan 
Collins

2026

307-864-2598
900 Big Horn Ave.

Worland, WY 82401
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Xavian Vargas Joseph Whitt

Ellis Webber

HSCHS Class of 2026

864-3131 • 115 East Park, Hot Springs Sate Park

Hot Springs 
Hotel & SpaLillian McMartinLillian McMartin

200 North 6th  864-2192
www.ThermopolisWyomingRealEstate.com

Serving Hot Springs County 
Since 1984,

Let Our Experience Work
to Your Advantage.

We are here for all your real estate needs.

Congratulations, 
Class of 2026!

Safari Club
Restaurant

864-3131 • 115 East Park, Hot Springs Sate Park

Alix SorensenAlix Sorensen

Congratu
lations!
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STOP THE 
TEXTS
THE 
WRECKS

STOP

Congratulations Austin!
We wish you all the best as you embark 

on the exciting journey ahead. 

The future belongs to those who believe 
in the beauty of their dreams.

Austin Slagle

Congratulations, Charlee!

Charlee Slagle
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Congratulations Class of 2026

Happy Graduation!

Margo Keller

Korbin Brill

Alix SorensenCole Keller

Dean Bihr Cody Bomengen

Xavian Vargas

Congratulations
HSCHS Class of 2026
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From Tinkerbell to tattoos, it has been a wild ride watching you From Tinkerbell to tattoos, it has been a wild ride watching you 
grow! We can’t wait to see where life takes you from here.grow! We can’t wait to see where life takes you from here.  

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!

Love, Dad, Mom, Hannah, Austin and of  course Ellie and probably Tyrell
Charlee SlagleCharlee Slagle

You earned 
this!

Lilly McMartin 864-9355 • 215 N. 5th
Best wishes for aBest wishes for a
successful future.successful future.864-3112 | 600 South 6th

Well done
Class of 2026!

864-3131 • 115 East Park, Hot Springs Sate Park

Hot Springs 
Hotel & SpaEllis WebberEllis Webber
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