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All the planning comes down to now
by Cindy Glasson
Monday, Aug. 21 is just around the corner
and we’re getting more and more excited about
the solar eclipse and the thousands of people
coming to Thermopolis and Wyoming to view it.
What, really, is a solar eclipse?
Well, sometimes when the moon orbits the
Earth, it moves between the sun and the Earth.
When this happens, the moon blocks the light
of the sun from reaching Earth. This is known
as a solar eclipse.
Total solar eclipses are only visible from a
small area of Earth. Those lucky ones who get
to see the total eclipse are right in the center
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of the moon’s shadow when it hits Earth. The
sky will become very dark, as if it is night.
Some have described the moon passing between the Earth and the sun as a “black hole”
in the sky.
The moon actually casts two shadows during an eclipse, the umbra and the penumbra.
The umbra gets smaller as it reaches Earth
and is the dark center of the moon’s shadow.
The penumbra, on the other hand, gets
larger as it reaches Earth.
People in the penumbra shadow will see
a partial eclipse, while those standing in the
umbra will see a total eclipse.
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Test pilot

Not everyone is lucky enough to experience
a solar eclipse when it happens, so being in the
right place at the right time is the key. This is
the ﬁrst total solar eclipse in the continental
U.S. in 38 years.
You must be on the sunny side of the Earth
when it happens or you’ll miss it. You also
have to be in the path of the moon’s shadow
or you’ll miss it again.
On average, the same spot on Earth only
gets to see a solar eclipse for a few minutes
every 375 years!
See Eclipse on page 8
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Violet Peterson gets to sit in the cockpit of a medical helicopter as Elizabeth Peterson takes a look at the controls, during the ﬂy in at the Hot Springs County Airport Saturday. Visitors were treated to a pancake breakfast and observed the ﬂiers who came in, which included helicopter and plane pilots, and even a bat or two.

Dumas receives
prison sentence
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Emergency landing

by Mark Dykes
What might have wound up a
disaster instead resulted in an
unorthodox landing Friday afternoon.
Ray Arey, explained he was ﬂying a 1946 Ercoupe for a friend,
taking the plane from the old air
port to the new, when the engine
quit on him. He was the only occupant of the plane.
After acknowledging the engine
failure, Arey said his ﬁrst thought
was to try to restart it. When that
didn't work, the only option left
was to land it.
Arey said, "this wasn't my ﬁrst
ﬂight," indicating he has plenty of

ﬂight experience.
Instead of landing it at the new
airport, Arey's runway became a
ﬁeld about three miles off. Though
he wanted to land the plane on the
highway, the number of cars made
that impossible.
Arey said he was OK after the
landing, but thought he hit a rock
when he landed as the plane's
nose wheel was bent. He did not
speculate on any further damage
to the plane.
The plane was still located
about 100 yards off the highway
as of Tuesday afternoon, but Arey
said arrangements were being
made to move it.

by Mark Dykes
Monday afternoon in District Court, Darren Dumas
was sentenced to a total ﬁve
to 10 years in the state penitentiary. Dumas was sentenced on three charges, including failure to register as a
sex offender, strangulation of
a household member and domestic violence-battery.
The strangulation and domestic violence charges state
he beat Christy Dumas from
Sept. 23-26 and impeded her
breathing on Sept. 26. As to
the failure to register, Dumas
was charged and convicted of
the crime in 2015 and given
ﬁve years supervised probation, though he later admitted to violating the probation
on Feb. 16, 2017.
Dumas had his probation
revoked and was sentenced
to 3-5 years in the penitentiary on the failure to register
charge, and 2-5 years on the
strangulation charge. Those
sentences were ordered served
consecutively. He received 180
days on the domestic violence
charge, ordered served concurrently. He was also ﬁned
$2,500 for the domestic violence.
Following trial, on April
19, 2017, Dumas was found
guilty of the strangulation and
violence charges. During the
trial, testimony was heard re-

garding the couple’s relationship and the injuries Christy
received, though different scenarios were presented as to
how things got to the point of
physical injury.
The prosecution stated it
was a case of Darren not approving of some of Christy’s
lifestyle choices and friends,
and his assault on her was an
effort to end the relationship.
The defense argued Christy
did not want the relationship
to end, and she sustained some
of her injuries when crawling
through a dog door after Darren had locked her out of their
home. A point was also raised
about inconsistencies in Christy’s accounts of the events.
At sentencing, prosecuting
attorney Marcia Bean said
letters had been sent to Darren from Christy which were
sad and somewhat pathetic,
as she still wants their marriage to work. Bean pointed
out Darren’s criminal history
is signiﬁcant and disturbing,
including sexual assault, assault and battery, domestic
violence, possession of a controlled substance and check
fraud, and the commonality
among it all is he doesn’t take
responsibility for his actions.
Bean said Christy wanted
and still wants the marriage
See Dumas on page 8

Wilson named
conservation
award recipient
The Wyoming Stock Growers Land Trust (WSGLT) recently announced that Jim Wilson will be
the recipient of the 2017 Kurt Bucholz Conservation Award.
Wilson was born and raised in Thermopolis,
leaving for only a couple years to attend Panhandle State College in Goodwill, Okla.
He continues to live in Thermopolis, where he
ranches with his wife Teri. The Wilsons are known
for their practical and progressive agricultural
practices and management techniques. The couple
has led the way in the conservation of the Greater
Sage Grouse, elk, deer and antelope in the Thermopolis area.
Additionally, Wilson previously served as president of the Wyoming Stock Growers Association
(WSGA) and played a key role in building a strong
relationship between WSGLT and WSGA. Wilson
said he “didn’t have a clue” that he was selected to
receive the award, and said about Bucholz’s legacy,
“Kurt Bucholz was a great visionary in water and
land conservation. It’s a great honor to be selected
for this award. The other recipients are very notable and it’s an honor to be included among them.”
Wilson has also been an active participant in
watershed projects, most notably the Kirby Creek
Watershed Project. The project focused on the sustainability of approximately 128,500 acres of grasslands and valley in Hot Springs County according
to the management plan that was submitted to the
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts.
Wilson noted Bucholz was very active in agriculture and the Legislature, and did a lot with water and land. While not active in the Legislature,
Wilson said he works quite a bit with water and
land. “I’m living my dream,” he said.
See Wilson on page 8

