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Town renews several liquor licenses
by Durward D. Jones
The Thermopolis Town Council worked
through their Tuesday meeting with an expedited precision, taking care of business
in a short amount of time. Some issues addressed were the renewal of liquor licenses
to the local retailers and restaurants, several catering permits and putting old equipment back up for bid.
Several of the local restaurateurs were
present to witness the renewal of the town’s
many liquor licenses. Mayor Mike Mortimore
moved the meeting to a public hearing and
opened the ﬂoor up to the public for com-

YEAR 117, WEEK 7, Sections: 2, February 18, 2016

ments or reasons not to renew the licenses.
With no comments from the public and no
concerns from the council the licenses were
renewed and the public hearing was closed.
Justina Hensley for Mac’s Bar and Sam
Zupan were present for catering permits.
Hensley request was to cater the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation Banquet and Zupan's was for An Irish Evening With Spencer, a fundraiser event Zupan is working to
help the Spencer Luce family. Town attorney
Mike Messenger requested good non-alcoholic beer be present at the events.
Councilman Tony Larson made a motion
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to put several pieces of town equipment back
up for a silent auction. Two of the vehicles
were not sold in the last silent auction in December due to the bids being to low. Larson
said there was no need to hold on to them
if the town cannot use them any further.
The council voted to sell the vehicles with
a starting bid of $750 this time.
Town of Thermopolis Clerk and Treasurer Tracey Van Heule requested a new account for health insurance. The current insurance is paid out with out going through
the Town. Van Heule said this made her
uncomfortable.
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Winters reports
on legislature

MAP magniﬁcent
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Kindergartners Abigail Flowers and Orion Jenks raise their colorful chains at the gym in Ralph Witters Elementary. Each grade
was present and held different colored chains representing a point students improved in MAP scoring.

Farm to
School

House District 28 Representative Nathan Winters has been busy during the Wyoming Legislature going on in Cheyenne.
According to Winters, 170 separate pieces of
legislation were brought to the House of Representatives this year. Of those, 54 failed to pass
the 2/3rds majority that is required for introduction of a bill during the budget session and another 25 were not introduced either because of
lack of time or were withdrawn by the sponsor.
“There has been broad discussion of the best
way to move forward during our economic downturn,” said Winters
The ﬁrst bill Winters brought was the Government Non-Discrimination Act. This bill protects Christian colleges from government entities
penalizing them because their faith-based view
of marriage and belief that a person’s biological
sex cannot be changed.
According to Winters, this bill is timely because of the 5-4 ruling by the US Supreme Court
last summer which redeﬁned marriage but failed
to acknowledge protections for religious beliefs
regarding marriage and sexuality that clash
with their new deﬁnition. This has brought a
wave of conﬂict across the country and should
be addressed.
This bill failed introduction by one vote and
that vote, which would have been in favor, was
called to another meeting and could not be there.
Another bill Winters brought dealt with some
of the issues that have arisen over the wolf issue in Wyoming.
According to Winters, Wyoming worked hard
to have a Wyoming Speciﬁc Wolf Plan that allowed for a trophy game zone and a predator zone.
The plan allowed for agricultural producers in
the trophy zone to apply for predation claims if
wolves got in and destroyed their livestock. The
predator zone was set up without that predation
system because the Ag producers would have
been able to take care of the offending animal.
The problem came when a Federal Judge
in Washington, DC, who did not like the plan,
brought it to a halt in September 2014.
In the meantime, Ag producers in the predator zone have been left in a situation where they
cannot take care of the offending animals and
they cannot get help with the damages done to
their livestock.
This bill received unanimous support in the
House Agriculture Committee and will continue
through the process.
Wyoming residents are encouraged to use the
Wyoming Legislature’s website to track legislation and participate in policy making during the
2016 Budget Session in Cheyenne. The Web address is http://www.wyoleg.gov/"www.wyoleg.gov
and is continually updated as each bill moves
through the respective bodies.

Coming to a school near you

by Lara Love
Bryant Honey made in Worland,
Canyon Oats Oatmeal made in Powell, student raised local beef, pork or
lamb; these are just a few of the items
Hot Springs County School District
food service director Cindy Wallingford would like to see included on the
school lunch menu.
Beginning as soon as Wednesday,
Feb. 17, HSCSD will be participating in the Farm to School program.
Wallingford hopes to start off being
able to offer locally produced food
items at least once a month in school
lunches and breakfasts.
The program helps to educate
students on where their food comes
from as well as putting money back
into the pockets of local producers.

Students will have access to fresh
foods while strengthening the local
economy.
“I will be trying to buy from local
producers and will negotiate prices
as producers come to me with local
products,” said Wallingford. She
added she could pay fair market
price for items like beef, pork and
lamb then take it to a state inspected
facility for processing.
Although the program is starting
small, Wallingford plans to purchase
produce in season when it is available at local farmers markets and
raspberries from Raspberry DeLight
Farms in Shoshoni. She hopes some
of the vendors will be willing to give
a presentation to the students about
their product as an educational piece.

