Pettys’ videos chosen
for Uncle Ben’s
Rice contest

3

Thermopolis
Hot Springs

Salute to
firemen

Bobcats to face Lovell;
Lady Cats’
home finale

6-7

8-9

Town to start Seventh
Street water
project soon

16

Independent Record

SPECIAL INTERNET PREVIEW      

   VOLUME 114, No. 41, October 10, 2013

THERMOPOLIS, WY 82443     

   USPS 627-300

75¢

Moonlight Madness,
Cash Mob discussed
at committee meeting

by Joe Sova
Moonlight Madness, the Cash
Mob and Bobcat Pride flags were
topics of discussion during the
Retail Committee meeting held
by the Thermopolis-Hot Springs
Chamber of Commerce on Friday
at the chamber office and visitor center.
Information was also shared
about a Scarecrow Decorating Contest, demonstration
art downtown and the Lighted
Christmas Parade.
The first Cash Mob of the
season is set for this Saturday,
Oct. 12. The event will be held
on the second Saturday each
month from this fall and into
March 2014. A Cash Mob event
is when members of the community come together as a group to
shop a locally-owned merchant
to support local businesses and
our economy.
Cash Mob participants meet
at 9:45 a.m. at the chamber office to learn what business they
are going to visit. Each participant commits to spend from $10
to $20 at the establishment, then
everyone meets for lunch or a beverage at another local business.
Those merchants are selected by
blind draw.
Details of Moonlight Madness,

scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 24
in Thermopolis, are coming together. Hours are 6 to 8 p.m.,
when local businesses all over
town will be offering “ghoulishly”
great specials on merchandise.
Judging for the Kiddies’ Costume Parade, sponsored by Pinnacle Bank, begins at 5:45 p.m.
at Bicentennial Park, adjacent
to the Independent Record office.
The parade, on Broadway Street
between Fifth and Sixth streets,
starts immediately after the judging is completed and prizes are
awarded.
A hayride, sponsored by Needful Things and Hazel-n-Pearl’s,
will be featured right after the parade on Broadway. Chamber Executive Director Meri Ann Rush
indicated permission had been
obtained from the Thermopolis
Police Department to block off the
part of Broadway being used for
the parade during the event. It
was determined only one lane of
Broadway in each direction would
be blocked, which will allow for
people to park in the street’s median during Moonlight Madness.
The third annual Halloween
Open Jam will be held starting
at 6 p.m. at Storyteller, featurSee Retail page 12

Five file for hospital
district board seats
The filing deadline for election
of a hospital district board of directors passed Monday at 5 p.m.
Voters will decide whether or
not to approve the formation of a
hospital district during the Nov. 5
special election. At the same time,
they will choose who will sit on
the board if the issue is passed.
County Clerk Hans Odde reported five candidates filed for the
five available seats on the board.
Three of the seats are for one-year
terms and two of the seats are for
three-year terms.
The people who filed include:
 Heath Overfield, one-year
term
 Brian M. Green, one-year
term
 Beth Drake, one-year term

 Bill Williams, three-year
term
 Margaret Stansill, threeyear term
Voters will also have an opportunity to write in a candidate of
a qualified elector, but the writein candidate will have to receive
more votes than any of the filed
candidates in order to win election to the board.
The five candidates who filed
also currently serve on the Hot
Spring County Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees, which are
appointed by Hot Springs County
Commissioners.
Carol Pickett and Ellen Roden
also currently serve as trustees
at the hospital, but did not file for
the five-member district board.

Hot Springs County School District employee Randy Olsen rakes leaves and tree limbs from a trailer at the Town Shop.
The shop is located south of the Big Horn River on Eighth Street. Residents are encouraged to take their tree limbs to
the Town Landfill or to add to the pile near the town shop.		
				
– J.D. Stetson photo

Town trees, residents hammered by snow

by J.D. Stetson
In a matter of two weeks, Thermopolis
was hit twice with early fall snow – leaving
the community’s trees in shambles, canceling
school and sporting events as well as making
hundreds seek alternative heat sources due
to power outages.
Officially, the snow tally for the latest storm
was 4 inches, and the previous storm yielded
2 inches. Unofficially, the National Weather
Service in Riverton announced 7 inches for
the recent storm and 4 inches two weeks ago.
The official record is determined at a specific
daily time and at a specific location in order to
be consistent throughout the historical record.
The amount of moisture from the two storms

also helped to bring the town closer to its 30year average.
In the first storm, the town officially received
2.23 inches in combined rain and snowfall. The
second storm yielded 1.84 inches, officially.
The storms brought the total precipitation for the year to 10.57 inches, which is
1.47 inches below the average precipitation
of 12.04. Current precipitation also is more
than double the precipitation measured last
year, which was 4.51 inches.
Power outages
For many in Hot Springs County and across
eastern Wyoming and western South Dakota,
one of the impacts on daily life the day after

the storm was a slew of power outages due to
trees damaging power lines.
According to the Rocky Mountain Power
website Monday, about 4,300 customers were
still without power in Casper. On Friday, the
website indicated about 8,000 customers affected statewide.
Thursday night and early-morning hours
Friday, the Thermopolis Volunteer Fire Department responded to at least three separate incidents of tree limbs damaging power
lines, while electricians and the power company workers responded to numerous others
around town and in the county.
See Snow page 12

GLF seeks input on creating community artist guild
by J.D. Stetson
Painters, photographers,
sculptors or other visual artists
in the community have an opportunity to organize and form an
“artist’s guild” under the wing of
the Hot Springs Greater Learning Foundation (GLF).
GLF members Sue Blakey and
Toddi Darlington spoke on behalf
of the GLF Saturday during the
Community Art Show at Flying

Eagle Gallery. Blakey explained
the desire to gauge interest in
forming a guild and to collect
contact information for artists
interested in the guild.
“The more people that get involved, the better off that we are,”
Blakey said.
The vision of the guild is for
it to be an autonomous organization created and guided by the
artists who comprise it. It will

fall under the umbrella of the
Big Horn Basin Nature and Discovery Center and the nonprofit
GLF, which will enable the guild
to seek grants and other resources through the foundation.
Visual arts
Both Blakey and Darlington
spoke about the movement across
the country embracing the arts
as a driver for economic activity.
Both attended a “folklife

school” during a trip to North
Carolina, and the organization
is now ready to start promoting
visual arts in the same way the
organization has promoted performing arts.
The formation of a guild, which
has a suggested name of “Smoking Water Artist Guild,” would
allow artists to follow the folklife
See GLF page 12

Lights On Afterschool celebration featured Oct. 17

by Joe Sova
benefits of afterschool programs and speak
Hot Springs County School District No.
out about the need to make more programs
1’s (HSCSD) Lights On Afterschool proavailable to the children and families that
gram will join the Afterschool Alliance in
need them.
this year’s nationwide series of supporting
The afterschool celebration begins with
events on Thursday, Oct. 17. It will be held
the ice cream sundae buffet at 6:30 p.m.,
at Ralph Witters Elementary School from
while the RWE and Thermopolis Middle
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
School students’ projects are
This year’s theme is, “Harbeing showcased. A short vidness the Wind, Energize the
eo will then be shown.
Future.” The celebration will
“It helps educate the comfeature an ice cream sundae
munity and the state about
buffet, student showcase of We have multiple the afterschool program. It’s
windmills and wind turbines
specific to our area. It’s an inprograms to fit
and Lights On Afterschool vidformational tool,” Davis said
all students.
eo. All community members,
of the video.
including parents of students,
Around 7:15 p.m., the atLights On coordinator tention will be outside the
are invited to attend.
Since the Afterschool AlliRWE building as the paper
Jenny Davis
ance organized the first Lights
lanterns will be lighted and
On Afterschool in 2000, it has
launched. Lights On students
grown to include more than
are selling sponsorships of
8,000 events each year – across the counlanterns at a cost of $5 each or $20 for a
try and at U.S. military bases worldwide.
family of six. If you or your business would
Lights On Afterschool is the only nationlike to sponsor one or more lanterns, contact
wide rally for afterschool programs.
Davis at 864-6592 (office) or 921-1503 (cell).
“We will end the event by lighting up
Donations to the afterschool program are
the sky by sending off paper lanterns into
also being accepted since the federal grant
the night air,” said Jenny Davis, HSCSD’s
that supports it does not cover all the proLights On Afterschool coordinator. Last
gram costs. Additional funds are needed to
year, she was selected by the Afterschool
provide healthy snacks for students after
Alliance as an ambassador to promote the
school. They are required to be provided

“

Ralph Witters Elementary fourth grader Cadence Steadman uses a hair dryer to test the windmill she made for
the Lights On Afterschool celebration. — Joe Sova photo

every school day. The snacks include two
or three food groups, according to Davis.
Lights On Afterschool registration is
ongoing. The cost is $25 per student for
the entire year. The fees help fund nutritious afterschool snacks, T-shirts and field
trips. Scholarships to cover the annual fee
are available.
“We have multiple programs to fit all
students,” Davis said.
Lights On Afterschool serves more than
250 youth in Hot Springs County, giving
them a safe place to go after the school day
ends. Today in Wyoming and across the nation, more than 15 million school-age children
– more than one in four kids in the United
States – are unsupervised at the end of their
school day. Students in the program are inspired to learn and the program helps working families with afterschool care.
Davis said the “Harness the Wind, Energize the Future” theme covers the entire
2013-14 school year.
“We want to launch this year’s theme
and find all the abilities in all of our students,” she said. “We can tap into attributes
of students, giving them more options for
their future.
“It’s very important we have the support of the community so they know this is
a worthwhile program. It makes a difference for our students.”
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GLF

from page 1

noun: a physician who specializes in providing
school model and teach different a guild.
Goals and next steps
when
they
are hospitalized.
methods of art to currentcare
and fu-for patients
Blakey said
a guild
would
Blakey said the first step is

Artists and community members perused several sketches, paintings and photographs
during the Community Art Show Saturday at Flying Eagle Gallery. Residents also were
presented with the idea of forming a community artist guild to organize local artists and
present educational opportunities to the community. 			
– J.D. Stetson photo

ture generations.
provide a database of people the to gather information and gauge
“We really have to have
peo- GLF and
Discovery Center
could
before
Hospitalist
physicians
don’t
seeinterest
patients
bymoving toward
ple interested in teaching and ask questions of and depend on meeting and undergoing steps
appointment
in a various
traditional
setting;
people interested in learning,
when starting
activitiesoffice
to form
the guild. many
and (the guild) would give
a concerning
the visualspecialists,
arts.
The
goals
of the organization
areusinternal
medicine
and
some
are
little base to start out with so
Darlington further explained will be driven by the artists.
physicians
specialists.
we can see whether or family
not that practice
the database
currently usedor
forother
Darlington
said she thinks the
is even a possibility in our area,” promoting performing arts and goals could include first developBlakey said.
the desire for a similar data- ing educational components for
The GLF also is interested in base for visual arts and promot- the guild to teach members of
pushing for an online market- ing events.
the community and also setting
place for providing exposure for
Blakey and Darlington added up a strong database of artists
local artists.
that the education aspect of the throughout the county and Big
“There are all kinds of things guild is also of interest in culti- Horn Basin. Another goal would
that we can do – if we have got vating the arts for youth and the be to start promoting the art
some interest!” Blakey said.
current populace.
shows, galleries and businesses.
The arts can be used as an ecoAnyone who is interested,
Community need
nomic development aspect that willing to join or help to form
Many in attendance at the could create activities to keep the guild can contact the GLF
show expressed interest in the young people in Thermopolis or by emailing info@hsglf.org. For
guild, but the big question raised bring people back to Thermopo- more information about the GLF,
was why the community needs lis, Blakey said.
visit www.hsglf.org.

Snow

Retail

We’re pleased to introduce
our three new hospitalists.
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The company’s website also instructs residents never to touch
a downed power line, or try to
remove tree limbs yourself. Anyone who may still have an issue
with a tree affecting a power line
should contact the company at
877-508-5088.

Hauling tree limbs
The devastation to the town’s
tree population is evident in every
alley with piles of limbs waiting
to be removed.
The Town of Thermopolis spent
numerous hours after the first
storm collecting limbs with the
town’s aging brush truck.
Unfortunately, the overwhelming magnitude of the second storm
and encroaching winter deadlines has forced the town to ask
residents to haul the limbs themselves, or to hire a private company to remove the limbs.
“We’re raising the white flag,”
said Mayor’s Assistant Fred
Crosby.
The town asks residents to haul
the limbs to the Town Landfill.
Alternatively, residents may also
bring the limbs to the already es-

tablished pile near the town shop
along Eighth Street, which is
south of the Eighth Street bridge
over the Big Horn River. However,
the town would prefer the limbs
be taken to the landfill.
The cost of the cleanup to the
town has already become evident
as public works employees were
pulled from regular duties to man
the brush truck, which requires a
two-man crew.
The town usually only runs
the truck once a week, but after
the first storm, the truck ran constantly. The Monday after the second storm, Crosby said the town
couldn’t afford to put off any more
work necessary to winterize town
systems, so the truck remained at
the shop.
Crosby also indicated the sanitation enterprise fund, which is
the fund for the landfill and garbage collection, was only a few
thousand dollars into the black
before the storms. The town will
need to reevaluate the fund, and
sanitation rates, in the near future in order to keep the fund from
falling into the red due to the increased expense from the storms

and regulatory requirements.
Hot Springs State Park
The trees in Hot Springs State
Park took a second hammering
from the latest storm. Park officials continue to warn the community to be watchful of falling
branches.
Park Superintendent Kevin
Skates said the park would bring
in arborists to evaluate each tree
and undergo an “all-out” trimming
process to mitigate the damage.
Some of the damaged trees will
likely also need to be removed.
A similar event happened in
the park in 2008 where insurance helped cover the cost of rehabilitation.
In the latest storm, the park
also had one issue with a downed
power line near the Big Spring.
The line powered one of the park’s
street lights, and has since been
repaired.
Skates said attendance at the
park did not decrease because
of the storms. The park actually
had higher attendance due to the
closures in Yellowstone National
Park, Skates said.

Dr. Kim Slight

Dr. Kathleen
DiVincenzo

Dr. Clint Sege

from page 1

ing Cody Burrows and Company providing classic Halloween songs. That is followed by an open
acoustic jam session.
Right after the parade, the popular Pinata Bash,
sponsored by Las Fuentes, will be held in front of
the Arapahoe Street business. The “bash” is free
and Las Fuentes will serve free hot apple cider.
Dr. Kim
Slight
is an
The Gottsche
Wellness
Center
Haunted House
internal Madness.
medicine
returns for Moonlight
The spooks come
out at 7 p.m.
at Gottsche at 148 E. Arapahoe St.
specialist.
The cost is $4 per entry.
It is expected the Masons will be selling their
traditional tacos the evening of Moonlight Madness.

and will draw attention to downtown,” Rush said.

Attitude of Gratitude event
Barb Rice, owner of Hazel-n-Pearl’s, is coordinating “Attitude of Gratitude,” which is part of
her original “Homegrown Girls” series of events.
The inaugural event will be held Nov. 8 and 9 at
Dr.
Clint
Seg
theKathleen
former Kiddie Kollege location,Dr.
at the
corner
DiVincenzo
a board certi
of Broadway and Fifth streets.
Rice reported
meeting
specializes
in at the Retail Committee
Family
Practi
that “Attitude of Gratitude” would feature a fashinternal
medicine.
ion market
preview and sale, a café Physician.
and entertainment. More details on the event will be available
later this month.
Scarecrow
Decorating
Contest
The chamber’s
annual
Lighted
Christmas
Padoctor
during
your
stay and
Our
new
team
will
care
for
all
With Halloween coming up Oct. 31, business rade was briefly discussed. It will be held the Satarrange
follow-up
trea
Parkto Hospital
patients urday
24 afterhelp
owners are West
encouraged
decorate a scarecrow
Thanksgiving,
on Nov.
30 in downtown
and display hours
it at theirastorefront.
If youwill
don’t have
have Thermopolis.
More information about the parade
ment.
day. They
a storefront, the scarecrows can be placed at Bicen- will be available from the chamber.
knowledge
of the
hospitennial Park.expert
The displays
must be in place
by Oct.
Owl Creek Graphics owner Dan Herdt said new
18 to be considered
for
a
traveling
trophy
awarded
Bobcat
flagsnew
wouldprogram
be available at
store
This
is his
just
an
tal and its staff and will use the Pride
to the most popular scarecrow. If you need help as- by Oct. 15. The flag, about 3-by-5-feet in size, comes
branch
our
phi
most
up-to-date
information
in a flagpole
and theof
total
costPlanetree
is $30. Flag ownsembling your
scarecrow,
contact the chamber
office. with
People will be asked to go into stores and vote ers must provide their own bracket for display.
of healing which focuse
tailoring your treatment. Our Early thisphy
fall, businesses have shown support
for their favorite scarecrow through Oct. 31. Parthe localtreating
school athletic
by painting
their n
ticipating businesses
can contact
chamber for
theteams
whole
patient,
hospitalists
will the
maintain
an for
onwindows in Bobcat purple and gold colors. That inballots and a jar to collect votes.
just a particular illness.
going communication with your
“It’s to get everything decorated. It’s a fun thing cludes support of teams going to state tournaments.

The Big Horn Basin’s

Regional
Medical
Center
The West Park Hospital Medical
Staff
includes
a wide range
of primary
care physicians
The Big
Horn
Basin’s
Regional
Medical
Centerand
specialists, from Anesthesiology
to
Urgent
Care,
to
serve
the
needs
of
the
entire
Big
Horn Basin.
707 Sheridan Ave., Cody, WY 82414 • 307-527-7501
For more information about these doctors, including educational background and professional interests,
www.westparkhospital.org
visit www.westparkhospital.org
and click on “Physician Directory.”

VS. NEW MEXICO
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

1:30PM - WAR MEMORIAL
ME
EMORIAL S
STADIUM
TADIUM

HOMECOMING
Web: GoWyo.com/tickets Phone: 877-WYO-FAN1 Email: tickets@uwyo.edu

Getting out on the open road.
There are a lot of things you have to look forward to. Cancer doesn’t have to change that.
At Big Horn Basin Regional Cancer Center, we offer the latest therapies right here at home
including infusion, radiation and alternative treatments. That means less time traveling to a
place you have to go and more time traveling to the places you want to go.
You don’t have to travel far to get exceptional care.
Learn more about Big Horn Basin Regional Cancer Center at
www.BigHornCancer.org.

Big Horn Basin
Regionall Cancer Center
A collaboration of

St.Vincent Healthcare and West Park Hospital

Cancer Care Close To Home
1025 Ninth Street, Cody, WY 82414 • (888) 870‐7377 • BigHornCancer.org

Anesthesiology

Ophthalmology

Ajax, Theodore ..................(307) 527-7501
Bracke, Luke......................(307) 527-7501
Low, Bradley ......................(307) 213-9713
Schmidt, Catherine ...........(307) 578-1960

Welch, Barry ......................(307) 587-5538

Cardiology

Orthopedic Surgery

Rashkow, Andrew..............(307) 578-2980

ENT / Allergy
Boudreaux, Bridget ...........(307) 578-2976

Emergency Medicine
Beasley, Benjamin .............(307) 578-2000
Beia, Todd ..........................(307) 578-2000
Bollinger, Kirk ..................(307) 578-2000
Peters, Stanley ...................(307) 578-2000
Polley, Scott........................(307) 578-2000

Family Medicine
Bower, Ryan .......................(307) 527-7561
Bowlby, Adair ....................(307) 527-7561
Morton, Douglas ...............(307) 527-7561
Peters, Adam ......................(307) 527-7561
Trotter, John.......................(307) 527-7561

General Surgery

Oral/Maxillofacial Surgery
St. John, Dane....................(307) 578-2886
Biles, Jimmie .....................(307) 578-1953
Emery, Stephen..................(307) 578-1959
Lee, Jared ...........................(307) 578-1955
Schmidt, Frank..................(307) 578-1955
Winzenried, Jay .................(307) 527-7100

Pathology
Clegg, Pamela P. .................(307) 578-2696

Pediatrics
Jamieson, Charles ..............(307) 587-5545

Podiatry
Beachler, Lael ....................(307) 527-9191
Fraser, Hugh ......................(307) 527-9191

Psychiatry
Hopkins, Matthew ............(307) 586-2324
Nelson, Sandra ..................(307) 578-2283
Pollard, Scott .....................(307) 578-2283

Etter, Thomas ....................(307) 578-2947
Evans, Bill ..........................(307) 578-2947
Welch, Charles G. ..............(307) 587-9800

Mainini, Stephen...............(307) 527-7561

Gynecology

Radiation Oncology

Myers, Dale ........................(307) 587-1155

Pulmonary Medicine

Gilroy, Jeffery.....................(307) 587-2955

Hospitalists

Radiology

DiVincenzo, Kathleen ......(307) 527-7501
McCue, Gregory ................(307) 527-7501
Seger, Clint .........................(307) 527-7501
Slight, Kim ........................(307) 527-7501

Cross, Gregory ...................(307) 527-7501
Graham, Travis ..................(307) 527-7501

Internal Medicine

Urology

Anderson, Richard ............(307) 578-2975
Bracke, Rachael .................(307) 578-2975
Dykstra, Alden ..................(307) 527-7561
Tabrizi, Hassan ..................(307) 578-1800
White, Robert ....................(307) 578-1800

Stewart, Gregory................(307) 587-5131

Medical Oncology
Collins, Carletta .................(307) 578-2800

Neurology
Gee, Allen...........................(307) 578-1985

Obstetrics / Gynecology
Bowman, Debra .................(307) 587-3133
Williams, Lisa....................(307) 527-7811

Rheumatology
Danforth, Rebecca .............(307) 578-2975

Urgent Care
Beau de Lomenie, Kyle .....(307) 578-2903
Harvey, Lisa .......................(307) 578-2903

707 Sheridan Avenue
Cody,
Wyoming
307-527-7501 • 1-800-654-9447
www.westparkhospital.org

