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Decision on Nakamura
Lane slated for May 15

The Hot Springs County
Commissioners worked on several issues during their meeting
on Tuesday, including Nakamura Lane and the Hensley land
use change request, and they
received an update on progress
with the new airport.

Thermopolis FFA chapter officers for the 2012-13 school year were installed during
the FFA banquet at the middle school commons Thursday evening. They are, front
row from left, Choc Maddock, secretary; Harley Rhodes, president; and Birch Jones,
reporter; back row, Paige Driver, sentinel; Jenn Cramer, vice president; and Donald
Perry, parliamentarian. Garrett Dale was elected treasurer, but he is moving out of
the school district and the office will be filled at a later date. More details of the FFA
banquet are inside this issue.
– Joe Sova photo

			

Nakamura Lane
The commissioners held a
public hearing last week to listen to evidence regarding litigation filed by Mieko (Nakamura)
Ayer, requesting Nakamura
Lane be considered a public
road rather than a privately
owned road.
The case would require the
road be condemned before making it public, allowing the Nakamura family access to their land
at the end of the lane.
A motion to dismiss the case
was filed by attorney John Davis, representing Dr. Vernon
Miller.
The commissioners revisited
the issue at Tuesday’s meeting.
Davis asked the commissioners to consider tabling the issue
for 30 days rather than dismissing the case outright to give
both sides of the case a chance
to work on a deal acceptable to
both parties.
According to state statute,

a decision has to be rendered
within 30 days of the public
hearing, which was held April
19. That gives the parties just
two weeks to come to an amiable conclusion.
After some lengthy discussion, the commissioners agreed
to table the issue until May 15,
their next meeting date. Both
parties must file a report to the
commissioners no later than 5
p.m. May 14, showing their good
faith efforts to negotiate.

Hensley land use change
Cody and Lindsay Hensley
were present during Tuesday’s
meeting as the commissioners
discussed their final decision on
a land use change requested by
the couple.
In their initial request, the
Hensleys had wanted to use a
portion of their land for a salvage yard and another section
as a feed business and recycling
center. Hensley asked the commissioners to disregard the salvage yard portion of the request
as he and his wife had decided
against the salvage yard.
All three commissioners had
completed the checklist used
to determine whether or not to
grant a land use change or deny
it, and discussed the various is-

sues each had run into with the
request.
Finding no problems with
the feed store portion of the request, the commissioners quickly approved the request with no
conditions.
The salvage yard portion of
the request was not so simple,
however, and several conditions
were added before the commissioners approved the request,
including an addition to a current structure on the property
that would shield the dismantling of vehicles and storage area
from surrounding roads.

Airport update
GDA Engineers informed the
commissioners there was some
potential good news in regards
to Federal funding changes for
small airports.
Apparently, there is a Senate
bill being proposed that would
return funding for small airports back to the original 95 percent sharing situation, up from
the current 90 percent cost sharing that was in effect in March.
The bill would have to pass
through the Senate as well as
the House to go into effect.
There are still some small
See Airport on page 9

Council suspends action on liquor license ordinance

by J.D. Stetson
The Thermopolis Town Council
voted to table second reading of a proposed ordinance to punish holders of
town liquor licenses or permits if their
employees do not receive liquor server
training.
The council discussed the issue at
length with several people in the liquor
community, including Thermopolis
Liquors and Thermopolis Café owner

Marty Oravec and Mac’s Bar Manager
Crystal Jackman.
After the discussion, the council decided they would give the liquor license
holders a chance to help police themselves by forming a committee to address alcohol issues in town.
In Oravec’s opening remarks, he said
he had contacted the Wyoming Liquor
Association in regard to the council’s
ordinance in order to answer the coun-

cil’s question from the first reading with
regard to what he would do about repeat offenders that have never passed
a liquor license compliance check.
One of the suggestions was to form
a committee with bar owners, town
elected officials, police representatives
and regular citizens to discuss the various issues affecting bars and alcohol
crimes/complaints in town. It would not
be limited to underage drinking, but to

Snowpack deemed ‘awful’

Hot Springs County Emergency Management
Director Bill Gordon painted a grim picture Tuesday when he presented snowpack data from Wyoming’s basins to the county commissioners.
“The Wind River drainage is awful,” Gordon
said.
Snowpack in the Wind River drainage last year
was 125 percent of normal. This year, that number is a mere 45 percent of normal.
That means Boysen Reservoir, which is currently 84 percent full, will remain that low and
fall lower once irrigation water is released.
Gordon said Owl Creek will be dry again as
Anchor Reservoir is just 2.4 percent capacity.
Snowpack in the Big Horn Basin was 143 per-

other issues such as drunken driving,
public intoxication, police calls to bars
or issues of public transportation for
intoxicated customers to their homes.
The council is leaving it up to the
liquor establishment owners or their
representatives to form the committee
and get it off the ground.
Proposed ordinance
The council tabled the second read-

Day of the Child

cent of normal last year, and is just 71 percent of
normal right now.
“This is going to make for a very dry, dangerous summer,” Gordon said. “We really encourage
anyone who sees smoke, even if you can’t give us
a precise area where it is, please call dispatch
and let us know.
“The sooner we can catch fires, the sooner we
can locate them and get them put out.”
Gordon pointed out that residents in Colorado
are already losing homes due to wildfires and it’s
only the first of May.
“We have lots of dead, standing timber,” he
said. “That puts us at a huge risk for another Yellowstone fire type of season.”

Town passes second reading
on new Dumpster ordinance

The Thermopolis Town Council moved closer Tuesday night
to passing a proposed ordinance
making it a crime for any nonresident of the town to use town
business and residential Dumpsters.
The council passed the second reading of the ordinance,
which also makes it a crime for
any person – resident or nonresident – to dump hot ashes,
metals, concrete, construction
materials, motor vehicle tires,
hazardous waste, carpet, carpet backing, lumber, tree limbs,
pipes or other hard materials
that would damage compactor
apparatus in a refuse truck into
the containers.
The proposed ordinance also
provides the initial framework

for the town to sell permits to
non-residents to dump their
trash in specifically marked containers located at the entrances
of the town. The permit price
is $240 annually, and the town
may consider breaking the fee
down quarterly or monthly in order to assist people who cannot
pay the $240 in one payment.
County resident Lisa Vice
spoke to the council with regard
to the ordinance and her current
trash disposal circumstances.
Vice admitted she regularly brings her small amounts
of trash to town for disposal in
town trash containers because
she cannot get regular trash
service where she lives in the
county.
She said she tries to go to

empty containers and also tries
to compost some of her trash.
Vice doesn’t want to keep her
trash on her property in order
to take a large load to the Town
Landfill and she lives far enough
away that the landfill is farther
than she wants to drive for the
small amount of trash she produces.
Vice added she believes she is
not the only one who disposes of
trash in the same way and that
she does not want to be considered a criminal.
Hot Springs County currently pays part of the cost to
run the landfill in exchange for
free disposal at the landfill for
county residents, said Mayor’s
See Dumpsters on page 11

Dean Bihr sits tall in the seat while wearing a fire helmet during National Day of the Child at the recreation
center, while Carson Christensen looks over the rest
of the truck.
— Cindy Glasson photo

ing of the proposed ordinance until its
next regular council meeting at 7 p.m.
May 15. It also directed the liquor establishment owners to update the
council on the committee progress at
the next meeting.
Under the proposed ordinance, it
would make it a crime for any owner or
holder of a town liquor license or permit
See Council on page 11

Town preps
for 3-on-3

The Thermopolis 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament is gearing
up for the weekend.
On Tuesday morning, the
Thermopolis-Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce and World
Events reported 120 teams had
pre-registered for the tournament with several more expected
to roll in.
Pre-registration deadlines
have been extended to Thursday
at 6 p.m. Participants can either
fill out a registration form online
or drop one off at the chamber office, 220 Park St.
Team registration fees are
$130 for a five-member team and
are due when the team turns in
a registration form.
The deadline for food or other
venders setting up a booth at the
tournament also has been extended to 6 p.m. Thursday. The chamber only had five venders lined up
for the tournament. Vender fees
are $200 for non-chamber members, $150 for chamber members
and $25 for non-profits.
The chamber and the Town of
Thermopolis plan to close streets
starting at 5 p.m. Friday and ending at 8 p.m. Sunday. Streets affected include Broadway Street
from Fourth to Sixth streets,
Arapahoe Street from Fifth to
Sixth streets and Fifth Street
from Arapahoe to Warren streets.
The streets will not be closed
during business hours Friday;
however, barrels will be set up
in order to warn customers of the
set up crew. Downtown customers
should be able to park in front of
businesses normally on Friday.
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Council

from page 1

to not provide TIPS (Training for Intervention
ProcedureS) or other state-approved server
training within four months of the employee
being hired – if the employee or agent was
ticketed or found guilty of a violation of the
town codes related to the serving or sale of
alcohol to a minor. The new draft also adds
that the license holder can be charged with the
crime if there is a subsequent offense within
12 months of the original offense.
The council directed town attorney Mike
Messenger to include language in the next
draft of the proposed ordinance to allow the
license holders or owners a break from prosecution under the law if it is the first offense
for the business.
However, if there is a subsequent offense,
the license holder or owner could face a minimum fine of $700 or a maximum fine of $750.
The law allows the minimum fine to be reduced to $150 if the owner provides server
training to the employee within 12 months
of the date of the original offense, or if the
license holder or owner arranges server
training for all of the employees, including
the owner, within three months of the date
of the original offense.
The proposed ordinance also amends punishments for employees, agents or volunteers who serve to a minor. The ordinance
states anyone who serves to a minor can be
punished by a minimum fine of $300 and a
maximum fine of $750 if the employee has
not had server training within 18 months
prior to the offense. If the employee arranges
and completes server training within three
months of the offense the minimum fine can
be reduced to $150.
The ordinance also includes language to

suspend a liquor license if there are multiple
infractions within a 12-month period starting at the license renewal date.
Audience discussion
Jackman stated she thought TIPS was a
wonderful program and it has improved the
bars’ understanding of liabilities concerning
the sale of alcohol and that Mac’s Bar has
never failed a compliance check.
However, she stated the proposed ordinance seems like it is punishing the license
holders and owners in town even though
many of them already comply with server
training and they have observed the results.
Butch Hendrickson added to Jackman’s
discussion by providing context regarding
the human error aspects of serving and the
possibility that even with the ordinance it
will not curb all selling to minors.
He added there isn’t a single business
owner or employee working in the field who
is breaking the law for any personal gain and
even those who take the class could eventually make mistakes.
“Things still happen,” Hendrickson said.
“It’s a part of life.”
Dave Huber addressed the council on his
thoughts regarding the heavily regulated
liquor industry, adding he did not know of
any other business where the owner could be
charged based on the actions of an employee.
“The owner can’t be there all the time,”
Huber said. “To punish someone for what an
employee does is wrong.”
Council discussion
Councilman Dick Hall explained his belief that something must be done to address

businesses with multiple offenses and have
never sent an employee to training. He said
there is a need for the owner to take responsibility when it reaches a certain point.
He explained the ordinance is meant to
gain the attention of the few who do not
comply with the training and to address the
problem of the employer continually “passing the buck” to the employee.
Councilman Tony Larson also added to the
discussion by stating a minor that wants alcohol is going to get it regardless of the proposed ordinance. He said the minor would
solicit an older person to buy the alcohol.
“By passing this law, we’re not changing
anything,” he said.
Councilman Al Braaten added he had
heard several servers who had not taken the
TIPS class before had already signed up for
the next class because of the council’s continuing discussion on the issue.
Later, during the discussion on the formation of a committee, Braaten added his
belief the council would need to pass an ordinance with regard to any committee in
order to provide the committee authority in
the matters of non-compliance.
Councilman Tom Linnan said he thought
the council should allow the committee to
form and see how it works before passing
the proposed ordinance, adding a committee
would not be necessary if the council were to
move forward and pass the ordinance.
Malloy expressed his gratitude toward the
audience for attending the meeting to help
guide the council in the matter, and provide
other ideas for the council to consider while
it mulls over the proposed ordinance seeking the best solution to the problem.
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Police provide extra
patrols during 3-on-3

The Thermopolis Police Department plans to increase patrols throughout the 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament.
The patrols will start Friday
evening and run through the
weekend, which has traditionally brought a large number of
contestants and family members
to Thermopolis.

Dumpster

Assistant Fred Crosby.
However, the county’s portion
does not account for the trash removed from town containers from
non-residents.
Crosby and Mayor Bill Malloy
explained their understanding
of the problem and the severity
based on experience.
Malloy stated there used to
be Dumpsters located on the Hot
Springs State Park turnoff on
Hospital Hill that, before they
were removed, were emptied on
Friday and would be full again
by Monday.
Crosby and Malloy also explained the need of the ordinance
in order to allow police the tool
needed to address the problem

The department reminds
people that it is illegal to have
open containers on the streets
of Thermopolis and that drunk
driving is a crime and can be
deadly.
“The life you save may be your
own or that of someone you love,”
the release states. “Please, drive
safe and be responsible.”

from page 1
of illegal dumping of specific materials and for recouping costs of
disposal from the people who do
not pay for the utility.
They explained the permit system and Vice questioned some of
the logistics regarding the permit
Dumpsters. The council admitted the logistics still needed to be
worked out, but also assured Vice
the town prides itself on timely
emptying of the town’s containers.
Crosby thanked Vice for her
honesty and for her willingness to
discuss the issue with the council.
The third and final reading
of the ordinance will take place
during the council’s next regular meeting at 7 p.m. May 15 at
Town Hall.

Public notices
WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
CHEYENNE, WYOMING
NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF
AND
FINAL SETTLEMENT FOR HIGHWAY WORK
Notice is hereby given that the State Transportation Commission of
Wyoming has accepted as completed according to plans, specifications and
rules governing the same work performed under that certain contract between the State of Wyoming, acting through said Commission, and Fetting Repair, the Contractor, on Highway Project Number N343041 in
Hot Springs County, consisting of Installation of mirrored deer delineators and miscellaneous work, and the Contractor is entitled to
final settlement therefore; that the Director of the Department of Transportation will cause said Contractor to be paid the full amount due him
under said contract on May 29, 2012.

Board:
Land Use Planning Board, unexpired three (3) year term One Member
Term expires April 30, 2013
Residents of Hot Springs County interested in applying to serve on
a Board should submit their letter of interest and County Board Questionnaire (available on the County website www.hscounty.com or at the
County Clerk’s Office) to the Hot Springs County Clerks Office no later
than 5:00 p.m. May 11, 2012. Applications will be considered and appointments made at the Hot Springs County Commissioners Meeting May 15,
2012 at 4:05 p.m.
Hans Odde
Hot Springs County Clerk
Pub. April 26, May 3 and 10, 2012

No. 6514

The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 18, 2012.
STATE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF WYOMING
By:__________________________________________
		
Kimberly Lamb
		
Project Resource Coordinator
		
Budget Program
Pub. April 19, 26 and May 3, 2012

No. 6510

NOTICE
The Hot Springs County Museum and Cultural Center is requesting
proposals for roof replacement on the "Rock Shop" located at the Museum
Annex. Bid packages may be picked up at the Museum office and proposals due by 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 8, 2012. For more information contact
Ross Rhodes at 864-2974 or Chuck Carver at 864-5680.
Pub. April 26 and May 3, 2012

Public Notice Establishment of Lane 3 as a County Road
To all to whom it may concern: The Board of County Commissioners of
Hot Springs County have decided to establish County Road 37 aka Lane
3 as a County Road commencing at US Highway 20 in Hot Springs County, Wyoming, running thence west, and terminating at County Road 32
aka Lane 7.

Hans Odde, Hot Springs County
Dated; April 20, 2012 A.D.
Pub. April 26, May 3 and 10, 2012

No. 6517

NOTICE OF FINAL PAYMENT
Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) has been given authority by the Wyoming Public Service Commission (Commission) to reinstate bill surcharges for its Category 1 and Category 3 Demand Side Management (DSM)
programs. Category 1 covers residential customers taking service under
Schedules 2 and 18. Category 3 covers RMP’s large general service customers served under Schedule 33, 46T and 48. These surcharges are percentages of each customer’s total monthly bill added to the bill to support
DSM programs. The Category 1 DSM bill surcharge is 1.44%, and Category 3 DSM bill surcharge is 0.40%. Both new surcharges are reduced
from the pre-suspension levels of 1.87% (Category 1) and 0.43% (Category
3). The reinstated surcharges are effective March 1, 2012, and are subject
to notice, protest, intervention, possible hearing, refund, change, further
investigation and further order of the Commission.
RMP stated that reinstating these surcharges will ensure the continued funding of cost effective DSM programs in Wyoming and minimize
customer rate impact by aligning surcharge revenues and expenditures
while they are near equilibrium.
This is not a complete description of RMP’s application. Customers
with questions about how this application could affect their electricity usage and bills should contact RMP directly for further information. Interested persons may inspect the application during regular business hours
at RMP’s Wyoming service centers in Casper (Casper Service Center and
Casper Region Office), Cody, Evanston, Laramie, Pinedale, Rawlins, Riverton, Rock Springs, and Worland. The application and its supporting
testimony and exhibits may also be reviewed on the internet at http://
www.pacificorp.com. Information is also available from RMP about the
DSM programs being offered by RMP to its Categories 1 and 3 customers.
Anyone desiring to file a public comment, statement, protest, intervention petition or request for a public hearing in this matter must file with
the Commission in writing on or before May 18, 2012. Please mention
Docket No. 20000-407-EA-12 when you call or write.
If you wish to intervene in this matter or request a public hearing that
you will attend, or you wish to file a public comment, statement, or protest, and you require reasonable accommodation for a disability, please
contact the Commission at (307) 777-7427, or write to the Commission
at 2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002, to make
arrangements. Communications impaired persons may also contact the
Commission by accessing Wyoming Relay at 711.
Dated: April 18, 2012.
Pub. April 26 and May 3, 2012

No. 6515
Notice

The Hot Springs County Board of Commissioners is asking Hot Springs
County Residents to apply to serve on the following Hot Springs County

All interested persons may present their views on the intended adoption of the rules and regulations and may submit any data, views or comments they have, orally or in writing, at the board meeting of the Board
of Trustees of Hot Springs County School District No. One, to be held at
7 o’clock p.m. on the 17th day of May, 2012. The location of this meeting
is the Board Room located at 415 Springview, Thermopolis, Wyoming. A
copy of the proposed rules and regulations to be adopted is available for inspection at the office of the Superintendent of Schools within the District.
Persons desiring to submit further comments or information may submit such information orally or in writing to the board at any time within
45 days after the meeting set forth herein. The board may take action
on final adoption any time after 45 days from the date of the meeting set
forth herein.
The proposed rule change meets minimum substantive state statutory
requirements.
DATED this 3rd day of May, 2012.

All objections thereto or claims for damages by reason thereof must be
filed in writing with the county clerk of Hot Springs County, before noon
on the 25th day of May A.D. 2012 or such road will be established without
reference to such objections or claims for damages.

No. 6516

PUBLIC NOTICE

authorized by the Wyoming Administrative Procedures Act, W.S. §16-3101 – 16-3-115, and will comply with recent legislative changes pertaining to procedures for termination, suspension and dismissal of continuing
contract teachers and to provide that all other hearings may continue to
be held before the Board of Trustees or a hearing examiner as may be appointed at the option of the Board of Trustees.

Pursuant to Section 16-6-116 of the Wyoming Statutes, latest revision,
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Thermopolis has been advised
that the work on the THERMOPOLIS WATER STORAGE & PUMPING
PROJECT has been completed according to the plans and specifications
and rules set forth in the Contract between the Town of Thermopolis and
Wilson Brothers Construction, the Contractor, and said Contractor is entitled to final settlement therefore. All persons, firms, or corporations who
have any claims for work done or equipment/materials furnished on said
work are hereby notified that final payment will be made to said Contractor in accordance with the terms of the Contract after the 41st day (June
13, 2012) following the first publication of this Notice. This Notice does
not relieve the Contractor and the sureties on their bond from any claims
for work or labor done or materials or supplies furnished in the execution
of the Contract.
/s/ Town of Thermopolis
Pub. May 3, 10 and 17, 2012

No. 6522

PUBLIC NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Town of Thermopolis requests sealed bids for one new 2012 4 door
sport utility 4WD or AWD vehicle to be used as a Police patrol vehicle,
FOB Thermopolis Wyoming. The Town of Thermopolis also has a 2001
Toyota Sequoia limited 4 wheel drive that will be a trade in for the above
mentioned SUV. Bid submission documents and complete specifications
of the new vehicle as well as the trade in vehicle may be obtained at the
Thermopolis Town Hall, or by calling 307 864-9285. Trade in may also
be viewed at the Town Hall. Submit sealed bids to Mayor’s Office at 420
Broadway, P.O. Box 603, Thermopolis, WY 82443. Sealed bids will be accepted until 2 p.m. Wednesday, May 9th, 2012, at which time they will
be publicly opened and read aloud. Late bids will not be accepted. Please
mark envelope “Police SUV Bid”. The Town reserves the right to reject
any or all bids.
Pub. April 26 and May 3, 2012

No. 6520

NOTICE OF INTENDED AMENDMENT OF
RULES OF PRACTICE GOVERNING HEARINGS AND
CONTESTED CASES BEFORE THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
HOT SPRINGS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. ONE
AND HEARINGS REQUIRED TO BE HELD BEFORE THE
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees of Hot Springs
County School District No. One, State of Wyoming, does intend to amend
rules and regulations governing hearings and contested cases before the
Board of Trustees and hearings required to be held before the Office of
Administrative Hearings. The new rules will supersede all other rules
previously filed relating to contests and hearings and will be adopted as

Clay Van Antwerp
Clerk, Board of Trustees
Hot Springs County School District No. One,
State of Wyoming
Pub. May 3, 2012

No. 6523

Hot Springs County School District No. 1
Notice of Special Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Trustees of Hot Springs County School District No. 1 will hold a special meeting in the Board Room, located at 415 Springview, Thermopolis, WY, at 6:00 p.m. on May 3, 2012.
The purpose of the special meeting will be to approve staffing recommendations and executive session to discuss a legal matter.
/s/ Liz Mahoney
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Pub. May 3, 2012

No. 6524

