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Laing takes Demolition Derby title

Winners for the derby include:
Main event winners
1. Rob Laing, Casper; 2. Don Harter, Gillette; 3. Clint McIntosh,
Greybull; 4. Stephen Flinn, Thermopolis; 5. Travis Long, Hudson;
6. Klint Malkovich, Worland; 7. Jason Weyer, Thermopolis.

Heat winners
Heat one: 1. Stephen Flinn, Thermopolis; 2. Travis Long, Hudson.
Heat two: 1. Don Harter, Gillette; 2. Ron Hinojos, Thermopolis.
Heat three: 1. Kurt Shaffer, Thermopolis; 2. Gene Admindin,
Cody.
Heat four: 1. Rob Laing, Casper; 2. Klint Malkovich, Worland.
Heat five: 1. Clint McIntosh, Greybull; 2. Tim Cerkan, Basin.
Losers’ heat: 1. Jason Weyer, Thermopolis; 2. Dale Cornella,
Thermopolis.
Herbie Derby results
Women’s heat: 1. Heather Larson, Riverton; 2. Kathryn Palmer,
Thermopolis; 3. Kiamichi Bowman, Kirby.
Men’s heat: 1. Chuck Cornella, Thermopolis; 2. Dean Eibert,
Basin; 3. Cory Bowman, Thermopolis.
Special awards
Center post
Heat one: Travis Long, won two Star Plunge swim passes and
A&W Gift certificate.
Heat two: Don Harter, won two Pizza Hut pizza certificates.
Heat three: Brad Matson, won a hat and T-shirt given by Wyoming Whiskey.
Heat four: Tyler Stahl, won a socket wrench set from Carquest.
Heat five: Brad Christopherson, won overnight bag, blanket donated by Pinnacle Bank and a Bob’s Upholstery certificate.
Women’s Herby Derby: Kiamichi Bowman, won goodie bag donated by Pinnacle Bank and a Bob’s Upholstery certificate.
Men’s Herby Derby: Dean Eibert, won a $30 A&W restaurant
gift certificate.
Losers’ heat: Brad Christopherson, won two Pizza Hut pizza
certificates.
Main event: Clint McIntosh, won two Star Plunge swim passes
and A&W Gift certificate.
Prettiest car
Bryce Harvey, won wrench set from Owl Lumber and a Bob’s
Upholstery certificate.
Most aggressive driver
Ron Hinojos, won $100 from Days Inn.
Joe Sova contributed to this story.

by Cindy Glasson
The Hot Springs County Commissioners tabled
a possible change to the appeals process by taxpayers and discussed the possibility of a new measuring gauge for water flow on the North Fork of Owl
Creek during their Aug. 17 meeting.
County Assessor Shelley Deromedi presented
state statute changes to the commissioners in regards to how taxpayers appeal their property assessment.The state has removed the wording “or
postmark date” and “whichever is later” from the

statute. It now only refers to the “date of the assessment schedule.”
Additionally, the statute referring to taxpayer
evidence to overturn presumption of correctness
has been further clarified.
Deromedi suggested some new provisions the
commissioners may need to put into effect in the
county’s process to include the state’s changes, and
clean up and speed up the hearings with taxpayers
wishing to protest their taxes.
“I’m not comfortable taking any action on this

by J.D. Stetson
Spectators at the Demolition Derby last Saturday night were treated to three more cars than
the previous year.
The event brought in 24 cars for the five regular derby heats, four cars for the women’s Herbie
Derby and nine cars for the men’s Herbie Derby.
“It was a great derby,” said Chamber Director
Kathy Wallingford. “We’ve already started working on 2011.”
A focus during Saturday’s derby was on car No.
13A, driven by Rob Laing of Casper. That same
car was driven by Alan Foust of Thermopolis in
last year’s derby.
Foust, a former driver who devoted countless
hours to demolition derbies, died last year. He
was recognized posthumously before the first heat
Saturday night.
“We were all driving in memory of Alan today,”
said Don Harter, a driver from Gillette.
It was fitting that what had been Foust’s car
won the main event, with Laing at the wheel this
time. Harter finished second.
When the main event came down to Laing and
Harter, it appeared the battle would go on. But
Harter had trouble moving due to a wheel problem and surrendered to Laing.
“My car couldn’t go forward very well, and it
got hot,” Harter said.

Jason Weyer drives away after rear-ending Dale Cornella during the losers' heat of the
Demolition Derby Saturday at the Hot Springs County Fairgrounds. More photos from the
Demolition Derby are on page 13 of this issue.
— J.D. Stetson photo

Commissioners table taxpayer appeal process issue

First day of school

without further review,” commissioner Brad Basse
said.
The commissioners agreed county attorney Jerry
Williams will need to look over the proposed changes and tabled the issue until September to give him
time for review.
The commissioners received a letter from Dave
Deutz with the State Engineer’s Office requesting
permission to place a new measuring gauge station on the right-of-way on Owl Creek Road at the
bridge crossing. The new gauge would measure the

Owners dispute killing of horse by deputies
by J.D. Stetson
A recent incident where deputies from the Hot Springs County Sheriff’s Office killed a horse owned by a private landowner has come under
scrutiny by the landowner.
At around 3 p.m. Aug. 10, off-duty deputy AJ Helm and Thermopolis Police Department employee Katy Hale came across a horse on Mud
Creek Road. Helm reported the horse looked to be “crippled and malnourished” and requested an on-duty deputy and a veterinarian be dispatched to the location. While the on-duty deputy was enroute, Helm
and Hale gave the horse water, according to the sheriff’s report.
The on-duty deputy, undersheriff Dave Larson, responded with local
veterinarian Katrin Kolder to the location. After both Larson and Kolder
took several photos of the horse and performed a search for a brand, they

Horse owner’s perspective

Kindergartener Michael Bond greets RWE principal
Deb Brown with a high five on the first day of school. He
arrived with brother Josh Spence and his wife Misty.
			
— Cindy Glasson photo

School board filings
by Cindy Glasson
Names for those running in
the school board election in November have been certified, according to Hot Springs County
Clerk Hans Odde.
Two races will be on the ballot
– three openings for a four-year
term, and one opening for a twoyear, unexpired term.
Joe Martinez filled a fouryear term in the interim last
year when Breez Daniels was
hired by the school district and
resigned her seat on the board.

That created a single, two-year
term that is required to be filled
by public vote.
Odde said Martinez is the only
one who filed for that position.
The three, four-year term
positions have four individuals
that have filed.
Tom Sullivan, Jr. will join
three incumbents – Hub Whitt,
Belenda Willson and Liz Mahoney – in the race.
Certification for all other
boards must be turned into the
county clerk by Sept. 2.

water flow of Owl Creek, giving the water division
better data for administration.
“This looks like a good idea,” commissioner Mike
Baker said. “Especially to keep track of flood waters coming down the North Fork.”
The only concern the commissioners had with the
installation of the small building was who would
be responsible for maintenance.Williams will review the proposed contract and confer with road
and bridge superintendent Ray Shaffer regarding
the placement of the gauge.

When Chris Bentley came
home in the afternoon, she was
horrified by the site of her horse
lying down in the field with a bullet wound to its head.
She called authorities to report the incident as a random
killing, and she was informed
of what transpired earlier in
the day.
Bentley did not receive any notification of what transpired on
the property before her making
contact with the sheriff’s department. Both she and her husband,
Larry Bentley, own land on both
sides of the road and believe the
horse had a right to be where it
had been, Chris said.
Chris treated the horse each
day for health conditions she
believed were leftover from the
horse’s initial upbringing and its
age. She bought the horse, named
“Bud,” 15 to 16 years ago when
it was a bum colt leftover from
a large Wyoming herd.
“Regardless of what they
thought they were doing, they
didn’t follow the law,” Chris
said.
The horse did indeed have a
brand on the left side of its tail,
and a brand inspector could
have determined ownership,
Chris said.
It is her understanding under state law, anyone who takes
possession of a stray animal is
required to contact a brand inspector.
Jimmy Dean Silar, Wyoming

Livestock Board Law Enforcement administrator, said there
is a mandate for people who take
possession of stray livestock to
contact a brand inspector and
make a reasonable effort to find
the owner, but there are other
regulations when it comes to
distressed animals that allow
law enforcement authority over
the animal.
Representatives on both sides
have contacted the board with regard to the incident. The board
does not plan to take sides with
either and suggested the issue
can be worked out in the courts,
Silar said.
Silar said the Wyoming Livestock Board does not have jurisdiction in the matter and it
does not plan to intervene in
the case unless ordered to do so
by a court.
The Bentleys plan to bring
a lawsuit against the sheriff’s
department because they feel
strongly the office overstepped
its authority on their land.
They also contend the shooting took place well within their
property and not in the county
road right-of-way and the horse
was not in eminent need of being killed. She also stressed the
need for more education on livestock law to the public, so livestock owners know what their
rights are.
“I think it is a shame when we,
the citizens, have to hold them
to the law,” Chris said.

observed several injuries to the horse, according to the report.
The report noted the horse had a swollen right front leg, missing
pieces of it hooves, sores and visible spine and ribs. The horse also was
docile and was not afraid of the people around it.
Both the deputy and Kolder deemed the horse an animal in distress,
and Kolder recommended the humane course would be to put the horse
down. All parties present made a consensus to follow the recommendation, according to the report.
Both Larson and Kolder removed the horse from the road and took
it to the right-of-way where Kolder injected it with a sedative and Larson shot it in the head, according to the report.
Larson then made preparations for County Road and Bridge personnel to remove the horse from the roadway.

Sheriff’s perspective
“We’re not going to let animals suffer,” said Sheriff Lou
Falgoust.
Falgoust admits in hindsight the deputies should have
contacted the landowner when
they came across the horse on
their property. However, he
and deputies never thought
the Bentleys would let a horse
get in such a condition where
it would look malnourished.
They thought the horse must
have been a stray, he said, as
he pointed to sores and broken
hooves in the photos taken by
Larson.
“Their reputation is very
good, and we didn’t think a
horse in this condition would belong to them,” Falgoust said.
The veterinarian who accompanied the deputy also
takes care of Bentley’s horses, and she did not recognize
the horse as one of the horses
she had treated, Falgoust said.
Chris Bentley pointed out in
another interview the horse
had never needed to be seen
by Kolder.
Falgoust added the reason
deputies did not call a brand inspector or Wyoming Livestock
Board Representative was because deputies who had called
brand inspectors or investigators in the past did not get an
immediate response.
In response to the sheriff,
Wyoming Livestock Board Law
Enforcement Administrator

Jimmy Dean Silar said there
are only four livestock investigators in the state and it may
take awhile for them to respond
immediately.
However, the agency usually
has three to four brand inspectors active in every area in Wyoming and at least one of them
should usually be available.
“When asked, we will always
be available for people or law
enforcement,” Silar said.
When it comes to other animals in distress, such as a
wounded dog or a sick deer in
town, Falgoust added, any deputy also will do what he needs
to do to ensure the animals do
not suffer.
“It was a distressed animal,
they did the best they could to
ensure it was the proper thing
to do,” Falgoust said.
The call to destroy the animal was made by the veterinarian, Falgoust said.
Kolder chose not to comment
for this story because of possible litigation. She did say it was
an “unfortunate event.”
Falgoust addressed concerns by residents about the
case by saying the department
has no intention to go around
and shoot horses unless there
is good reason to do so.
“The deputies acted in
good faith and without malice,” Falgoust said. “It was an
act of mercy to put the horse
down.”

