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Commission approved pact
and ponders road requests
by Dick Hall
The Hot Springs County Commissioners approved a contract with Bernard Dunkleberg and
Company for an environmental assessment of
both the preferred new airport site and the top
challenger.
The study, to be completed in 18 months, will
cost just under $500,000, with 95% to be covered
by the FAA, 3% percent by the state and the remaining 2%, about $4,000, by the county.
The goal is to examine the impact of a new airport on flora, fauna, residents and a host of other
sociological-economic factors that will aid the commissioners in making a go or no-go decision.
A PROPOSAL to convert all of the road between the west end of the Owl and Cottonwood
creeks roads into a county road was discussed
again.
The county considered an alternate route using Bureau of Land Management public lands instead of the current route over ranches including
the Pennoyers and Martinez ranches, but the cost
appears prohibitive.
A surveyor or land man will be asked to investigate the matter further, including such things as
checking records in Fremont and Big Horn counties that preceded Hot Springs County. A decision
on the rebuilding and maintenance of parts of the
road will wait for now.
COUNTY ROAD 19, which extends east from
the East River Road approximately parallel to the
Black Mountain Highway, is being considered by
Wyo-Ben as a haul road for bentonite ore to its
plant at Lucerne.
The commissions discussed uses of the road and
possible extension further east with Dale Nutall
of Wyo-Ben by phone. Apparently the easement
for the road continues further east, and the BLM

seems willing to allow even further extension east
to the Red Hole area.
Wyo-Ben has offered some assistance with surveying and other work to encourage the project.
IN OTHER actions, the commissioners:
•Decided not to hold a second meeting in September. Commissioners Brad Basse and Frank
Manning will be attending the Wyoming Association of County Commissioners annual meeting.
•Discussed several emergency planning and
communications matters with Bill Gordon, local
coordinator, including how to collect money for
the enhanced 911 system from those who prepay for wireless phone service. Gordon said other
counties, some in other states, have encountered
the same problem.
•Approved county retail liquor permits for
Red Cliffs Steak and Seafood restaurant at the
golf course and the Flying Dutchman south of
Thermopolis.
•Talked with sheriff Lou Falgoust about staffing and vehicle matters.
•Declared Sept. 17-23 as U.S. Constitution
Week at the request of Ruth Clare Johnson
•Approved a request from the Greater Learning Foundation to form a joint powers board to
manage the proposed interpretive center. Other members would be the Town of Thermopolis,
the State of Wyoming, the Eastern Shoshone and
Northern Arapaho tribes and others with an interest in the project.
The county set a $5,000 limit for its share of a
possible traffic study being contemplated on behalf of the Greater Learning Foundation efforts
at establishing an interpretive center on state
land near the park entrance.      
•Heard a less than rosy report from Tom Sullivan about the finances at the golf course.
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Putting on her fiercest football look, Remi Adams, ten-month-old daughter of Shawnda
and Tate Adams, protects her football on the sidelines during practice for Hot Springs
County Recreation District Youth Football.		
--Breez Londwell Daniels photo

Red Rock Business Park ready
for marketing phase, renderings
by Breez Longwell Daniels
Red Rock Boulevard at the
new Red Rock Business Park is
striped and ready for traffic.
The street has a cul-de-sac at
the south end, with the north
end connecting to Buffalo Creek
Road. Fire hydrants, underground electrical, natural gas,
South Thermopolis Water and
Sewer, and street lighting are
in place.
Special features include
three-phase power and the latest in fiber optics to each lot line
as an added benefit for light industry.
Curbs, gutters, and sidewalks
provide a finishing touch. A seed

barrier mat in the four-foot space
between the curb and sidewalk
will be filled with red scoria.
According to Lorraine Quarberg, Economic Development
director, the business park has
been built to “top of the line”
standards with an emphasis
on an attractive appearance
and business compatible infrastructure.
“Construction is winding
down,” Quarberg said. “Heinze
Fencing will put in the fence
this fall.”
Quarberg said trees delivered
this summer were rejected because they had not been properly taken care of. She added

new trees will be ordered for
spring.
The next phase will be marketing, Quarberg said. Architects from Billings are creating
artist renderings of the 15 lots
and the entire business park
concept.
Lots range in size from 1.02
to 1.62 acres. Quarberg said specific prices have not been set, but
research shows that $2 to $2.50
per square foot is a little under
market value.
“EDC has accepted an eightmonth option to purchase for lots
8, 9 and 10,” Quarberg said. “We
are looking forward to getting
started on our marketing.”

Bobcats, pro preparing for state
golf tournament here Sept. 26-27
A large sinkhole and demand for irrigation water have drained Anchor Reservoir. In
July the water was deep enough the Independent Record featured a picture of fishermen
catching a trouble from a boat near what is now a sinkhole.
--Lesli Harvey photo

Baby mini-boom hits hospital;
board told about staff changes

by Breez Longwell Daniels
A mini baby boom was reported at the Hot
Springs County Memorial Hospital board meeting Aug. 26.
“This is more babies than we have seen in
years past,” chief financial officer Alan Streeter
said. “Eleven babies so far this year, compared
to six last year.
“The hospital had very good revenues for July.
We show a dramatic increase for the first month
of the fiscal year.”
Streeter reported the hospital saved about
$150,000 with the negotiated purchase price of
a new CT scanner. The Toshiba 64 slice scanner
will allow for non-invasive diagnostic exams.
STREETER is leaving Thermopolis to be nearer
family, working at a hospital in Osage, Iowa.
He was thanked for his “timely and accurate
financial reports.” The board members expressed
appreciation for his work and concern regarding
the ability to find a replacement.
CHIEF OPERATING officer Belenda Willson
notified the board of the new lab director’s arrival. She also said the hospital is actively seeking
two nurses, with a specific need for an experienced OB nurse.
Willson reported on the new patient room décor.
She said new cabinets have been installed,

and vertical blinds have been added that keep
the sunlight out during the day for patients who
need rest.
Board member Brian Yarrington said the rooms
are more patient friendly.
MEDICAL CHIEF of staff Dr. Jason Weyer
said the hospital will need to take an aggressive
approach to tracking the “MRSA” super bug. He
said sports articles report it is growing like wildfire in athletic locker rooms.
According to Weyer the super bug is everywhere, and it is hard to treat and hard to control.
He suggested the hospital develop new policies for
tracking and follow-up.
IN OTHER board news:
•A software upgrade has been completed in
the sleep lab, making it much easier to read reports, Weyer said.
•Weyer is recommending a decrease in the
amount of abbreviations used for procedures to
decrease the risk of errors.
•Weyer recommended a policy for babies large
for gestational age. He said the mother may be borderline diabetic, and sugars need to be checked.
•Board member Dr. Bill Williams said the hospital is seeking an orthopedist because Dr. David
Cook would like to retire.
•Willson said the hospital is actively planning
to again offer chemotherapy to patients.

by Jonathan Green
Thermopolis will play host to the state golf
meet Sept. 26-27 and both coach Parke Price and
course pro Bo Allen are excited.
Beside the Bobcats, Sundance, Wright, Moorcroft, Lusk, Tongue River, Big Horn, Upton, Arvada-Clearmont and Rocky Mountain are eligible
to play at the Legion Town and Country course
under the shadow of Roundtop Mountain.
Price and Allen are confident the course will
be in tip-top shape for the event.
“The greens have been slow growing this season, but (greens-keeper) Jere Apland and his
crew have been working very hard to bring them
around,” Price said.
He said the greens were deep aerated Wednesday to increase their rate of growth.
Allen said hosting the tournament would be
a boon. “It’s good for our community and good
for our course.”
He pointed to recognition for the town as well
as the economic benefits of having nine teams
staying in motels and eating local fare.
Price is focused on the benefits for his team
as well.

“Playing on our home course will give the players
a lot more confidence and allow them to relax during their shots. I think it gives us a great chance
to put two trophies in our high school.”
The Lady Bobcats are already responsible for
one trophy, having won the state championship
in Lusk last fall.
Allen, who coached Meeteetse for three years
before becoming pro here, is familiar with the
Lusk course and called it “similar in length and
style” to the Thermopolis course.
The boys face a more daunting challenge. Last
year the margin between their fourth place team
score and third place (and a trophy) was only 29
strokes but 84 shots separated them from the 2007
golf championship team, Lusk, at home.
Even with a perfect course and a familiarity
with the competition there will be other variables
at play. The tournament in Lusk was marked by
cold and wind. The brief fall season makes it difficult to nail down consistent performances.
Of course there is no accounting for the weather,
but Price is hopeful for the human element.
“Our kids continue to improve each week, so I’m
hoping that we can peak at the right time.”

Holiday rainfall far surpasses total
for the months of July and August
August was the second consecutive month with dismal precipitation in Thermopolis, and
rainstorms to start September
far surpassed the two-month
totals.
The precipitation Sept. 1 totalled .8 of an inch at the official
National Weather Service site
at the Thermopolis Wastewater

Pumping Station.
A paltry .07 of an inch of rain
fell in August, even less than
the .42 that was recorded in
July, for a two-month total of
.49. The total annual precipitation for the first eight months of
2008 is now at 7.3 inches, well
below normal until the drought
of recent years.

The totals in inches of precipitation in recent years include:
Month
Aug.
Total
2007
.50
7.06
2006
.42
4.30
2005
.95
11.01
2004
.40
8.98
2003
.87
9.9
2002
.19
5.58
2001
1.30
5.53

