
Public notices
oming reserve fund in the last general 
rate case and requires Commission ap-
proval when filed. The Company’s cur-
rent excess wildfire liability insurance 
policies expire February 14, 2026, and 
will not be renewed as the Wyoming re-
serve fund is expected to be less costly for 
customers than a commercial insurance 
policy. The Company requests authority 
to establish the requested balancing ac-
count for costs associated with Wyoming 
wildfire liabilities and litigation costs on 
or after February 15, 2026, until the re-
serve fund is approved and implement-
ed, or new commercial excess liability 
insurance is acquired in 2027. 

4. RMP is not currently seeking recov-
ery of these costs from customers. The 
requested Deferred Accounting Order, 
if approved, will enable the Company to 
seek recovery in the future. If approved, 
deferred costs will be recorded in Ac-
count 254, and net revenues not other-
wise used to pay for wildfire claims in 
the balancing account would be depos-
ited to a reserve fund customer trust 
to support the future Wyoming reserve 
fund. The account will accrue interest 
at the Commission authorized rate for 
deferred accounts. 

5. The total amount of the potential 
deferral is unknown. RMP anticipates 
deferring $1.96 million in revenues per 
month. Deferred accounting permits the 
Company to track the expenses accrued 
from February 15, 2026, through the ef-
fective date of the future reserve fund or 
through February 15, 2027, whichever 
occurs first.

6. This is not a complete description 
of RMP’s Application. Interested per-
sons may inspect the entire Application 
at RMP’s Wyoming offices and at the 
Commission’s office or online at: https://
dms.wyo.gov/external/publicusers.aspx. 
(enter Record No. 18045). The Applica-
tion may also be reviewed on line at: 
https://www.rockymountainpower.net/
about/rates-regulation/wyoming-regu-
latory-filings.html.

7. Anyone desiring to file a public com-
ment, statement, protest, intervention 
petition, or request for a public hearing 
in this matter must file with the Com-
mission in writing on or before March 
3, 2026. Any intervention request filed 
with the Commission shall set forth the 
grounds of the proposed intervention or 
request for hearing as well as the posi-
tion and the interest of the petitioner in 
this proceeding. Please mention Docket 
No. 20000-701-EA-26 in your commu-
nications.

8. If you wish to intervene or request 
a public hearing that you will attend, or 
wish to file a public comment, statement, 
or protest, and you require reasonable 
accommodation for a disability, please 
contact the Commission at (307) 777-
7427, or write at 2515 Warren Avenue, 
Suite 300, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002. 
Communications impaired persons may 
also contact the Commission through 
Wyoming Relay at 711.

	
Dated: February 3, 2026.

Pub. Feb 12 & 19, 2026	 No. 2029

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

The Thermopolis Town Council met in 
regular session on February 3, 2026, at 
7 pm at Town Hall. Present were May-
or Adam Estenson, Council members 
Tony Larson, John Dorman Sr., Rachel 
Hughes and Dusty Lewis. Also present 
were Mayor/Codes Administrative As-
sistant Jim Jeunehomme, Clerk/Trea-
surer Tracey Van Heule, Deputy Clerk/
Treasurer Connie Guntly, Police Chief 
Pat Cornwell, Public Works Director Ba-
sil Sorensen, and Town Attorney Mar-
shall Keller. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE: Following 
the pledge of allegiance, a moment of si-
lence was held for former Police Chief 
and Mayor Mike Chimenti, whose fu-
neral was on January 30, 2025.

AGENDA: Dorman made a motion, 
seconded by Hughes and carried to ap-
prove the agenda as presented.

MINUTES: Larson made a motion, 
seconded by Lewis and carried to approve 
the Council meeting minutes from Jan-
uary 6 and 20, 2026 and the executive 
session minutes from January 20, 2026.

BILLS: Lewis made a motion, second-
ed by Hughes and carried to approve the 
General, Enterprise and Special Fund 
bills for January 2026. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: FRANK 
DAVIS-MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS 
PARADE: Larson made a motion, sec-
onded by Hughes and carried to approve 
a police escort for the motorcycle aware-
ness parade on May 2, 2026 at noon and 
the closure of 5th Street between Broad-
way south to the alley (Farmers Market 
area) from noon to 2pm for a free kid’s 
day with food. 

PUBLIC HEARING: DARLENE AX-
TELL- HOME OCCUPATION PER-
MIT-1130 ARAPAHOE: Jeunehomme 
reviewed the application for yoga classes 
and massage therapy. Estenson opened 
the public hearing at 7:08pm and called 
for public comments, three times. No 

Notice of application for 2026-2027 
Liquor License Renewals.

Notice is hereby given that on the 
dates given, the following applications 
were received for liquor license renew-
als. RETAIL: OEB LLC, 535 Broadway 
St., January 16, 2026; 7 Lazy S Café 
& Bar LLC, 109 S. 6th, January 16, 
2026; Compass Realty Group/Thermo-
polis Liquors, 615 S. 6th, January 15, 
2026; Mack’s Market Inc., 600 S. 6th, 
December 12, 2025; OEB Saloon, LLC, 
500 S. 6th, January 16, 2026; Double R 
Store LLC, 901 Shoshoni, January 9, 
2026; Maverik Inc., 425 S. 6th, Janu-
ary 15, 2026; Big Spring Spa Inc/Safa-
ri Club, 115 E. Park, January 12, 2026. 
BAR & GRILL: Lopez, Inc., Los Cabos, 
942 Shoshoni, January 16, 2026, VFW 
Post #2281, 302 Broadway, January 
20, 2026. RESTAURANT: GMRG ACQ 
1, LLC/Pizza Hut, 545 Shoshoni, Janu-
ary 22, 2026. MICROBREWERY: OEB 
LLC/One Eyed Buffalo Brewing Co., 528 
Broadway, January 16, 2026. Protest, if 
there be any, against issuance of any of 
these licenses, will be heard at the hour 
of 7:00 p.m., February 17, 2026, at the 
Thermopolis Town Hall, 420 Broadway.

Tracey Van Heule, Thermopolis Town 
Clerk

Pub. Feb. 5 & 12, 2026	 No. 2028

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Owl Creek Gravel Products, LLC 
has requested approval for a Gravel Pit 
Permit to expand their current pit on a 
parcel of land they own. The parcel is lo-
cated in the SENE of Section 17 Town-
ship 43 North, Range 96 West. Located 
roughly 1500 feet south of U.S. Hwy 170 
on Jones Rd.

A public hearing on this matter will 
be held before the Hot Springs County 
Land Use Planning Commission at 6:15 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
in the Commissioners’ meeting room 
of the County Annex Building located 
at 117 North 4th Street, Thermopolis, 
WY. Anyone requiring additional infor-
mation should call the County Planning 
Office at 864.2961. Those unable to at-
tend are invited to comment in writing 
to: County Planning Office, 415 Arapa-
hoe St., Thermopolis, WY  82443, or by 
e-mail at planner@hscounty.net. 

Pub. Feb. 5 & 12, 2026            No. 2027 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Croell Inc. has requested approval for 
a Gravel Pit Permit on a parcel of land 
owned by Brown Trust. The parcel is lo-
cated on the NWNW Section 7 & SWSW 
Section 6, Township 43 North, Range 96 
West, and is part of a non-contiguous 
parcel more commonly known as 1293 
Owl Creek Rd.

A public hearing on this matter will 
be held before the Hot Springs County 
Board of County Commissioner’s at 3:05 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 in 
the Commissioners’ meeting room of 
the County Annex Building located at 
117 North 4th Street, Thermopolis, WY. 
Anyone requiring additional information 
should call the County Planning Office 
at 864.2961. Those unable to attend are 
invited to comment in writing to: Coun-
ty Planning Office, 415 Arapahoe St., 
Thermopolis, WY  82443, or by e-mail 
at planner@hscounty.net. 

Pub. Feb. 12, 2026	 No. 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to the Wyoming Adminis-
trative Procedure Act and the Wyoming 
Public Service Commission’s (Commis-
sion) Rules, notice is hereby given of the 
Application of Rocky Mountain Power 
(RMP or the Company) for a Deferred 
Accounting Order to establish a balanc-
ing account to record and track excess 
wildfire liability insurance costs, as more 
fully described below:

1. RMP is a division of PacifiCorp, an 
Oregon corporation, engaged in the busi-
ness of supplying electric utility service 
to customers throughout its six-state 
service territory, including Wyoming. 
RMP is a public utility subject to the 
Commission’s jurisdiction. Wyo. Stat. §§ 
37-l-101(a)(vi)(C) and 37-2-112.

2. On January 15, 2026, RMP filed 
an Application requesting a Deferred 
Accounting Order to establish a bal-
ancing account to track $23.5 million 
of annual authorized excess liability in-
surance premium expenses, associated 
with wildfires; and 80% of any Wyoming 
wildfire liability claims and associated 
defense counsel expenses, effective Feb-
ruary 15, 2026. 

3. RMP states the temporary deferral 
will facilitate the Company’s transition 
to a reserve fund to recover costs asso-
ciated with third-party claims and out-
side defense costs for wildfire events in 
Wyoming while mitigating over or under 
recovery of costs. The Commission au-
thorized the Company to develop a Wy-
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comments were made and the hearing 
was closed at 7:09pm. In discussion it 
was noted that class size is expected to 
be 6-10 people. Dorman made a motion, 
seconded by Larson and carried to ap-
prove the home occupation permit.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: The fol-
lowing reports were available for re-
view: police, engineering, streets and 
alleys, water, wastewater, sanitation 
and landfill. 

ADMINISTRATION: TRANSFER 
STATION UPDATE: Jeunehomme not-
ed the Town and the State DEQ will be 
asking SLIB (State Loan & Investment 
Board) to increase the state portion of 
transfer station funding to $2 million, 
due to cost increases. A funding decision 
is anticipated in April 2026.

ADMINISTRATION:WIND RIVER 
CANYON STUDY:   WYDOT is studying 
the wind river canyon corridor to explore 
redundant routes to the Big Horn Basin.

ADMINISTRATION: OTHER: Esten-
son noted Congresswoman Hageman 
recently toured 14th street, the trans-
fer station site and the water treatment 
plant as the town is applying for feder-
al grant assistance. Jeunehomme noted 
WYDOT is planning to resurface high-
way 120 (Broadway) in 2027.

MAYOR & COUNCIL: OTHER: At 
7:22pm, Dorman made a motion, sec-
onded by Hughes and carried to adjourn. 
The next council meeting is February 
17, 2026, at 7pm.

BILLS:  AFLAC, Insurance, $370.26; 
Aimpoint, Rifle mounts, $2,658.00; Amer-
ican Welding, Welding Gas, $160.12; 
BCN, Phone, $100.64; Big Horn Water, 
Service, $54.25; Big Sky Steel, Metal, 
$1,297.11; Brenntag, Lime, $10,250.61; 
Carquest, Supplies $1,055.14; Caselle, 
Support, Software $972; Core & Main, 
Software Renewal, $4,086; Count-
er Strike, Uniform, $989.98; Discover 
Thermopolis, Supplies, $13.42; Econo 
Sign, Signs, $396.87; Empower, Re-
tirement, $800; Energy Labs, Service, 
$879.50; Engineering Assoc., Service, 
$19,197.53; Frandson Safety, Monitor, 
$1,154; Grainger, Parts, $346.12; Has-
co, Parts, $174.24; Hawkins, Cylinder 
Fee, $20; High Plains Power, Service, 
$367; HSC, PD Phone, $46.46; HS Vet 
Clinic, Contract, $955; HSCSD#1, Fuel, 
$1,672.99; HSC Treasurer, Tax Collec-
tion; $428.91; Hub, Fees, $7,000; IDI, 
Software, $900; IR, Legal Ads, $1,137.13; 
Insurance Trust, Premiums, $31,606; 
Jadeco, Service, $4,433; Joe Johnson, 
Parts, $361.87; Keller Law, Service, 
$4,400; Laird Sanitation, Service, $100; 
Merchant McIntyre, Service, $15,000; 
Motorola, Service Agreement, $7,736.12; 
Murdoch, Fuel, $2,212.20; Napa, Parts, 
$2,277.74; NCPERS, Life Ins., $192; 
Norco, Co2; $27,297.30; NW Pipe, Pipe, 
$4,615.76; One Call, Locates, $18.90; The 
Only Co., Service, $3,131.46; O’Reilly, 
Parts, $1,059.45; Pitney Bowes, Lease, 
$163.83; Postmaster, Postage, $734.51; 
R & A Safety, Service, $90.50; Range, 
Service, $991.65; Ridgecrest Products, 
Supplies, $106.40; Rocky Mt. Power, 
Service, $19,393.65; Smith Oilfield, Ser-
vice, $1,260; Thermopolis Hardware, 
Supplies, $420.55; T-Mobile, Phone, 
$329.62; Total Response, Fees, $159.80; 
TOT General, Labor, $8,245; TOT, De-
preciation, Utilities, $75,902; Traveling 
Computer, Service, $2,643.63; Tumble-
weed Propane, Propane, $13.16; James 
Van Heule, Reimbursement, $121.22; 
Veolia, Chemicals, $12,471.13; Visa, 
Supplies, $187.28; WWQ & PCA, Fees, 
$240; WAM, Registration, $510; Wil-
liams Law Office, Service, $900; Work-
force Services, Unemployment, $2,570; 
Workforce Services, Workers Comp, 
$5,364.89; WY Gas, Service, $2,847.64; 
WY Public Health Lab, Fees, $72.00; 
WY Retirement, Retirement, $27,026.78; 
WY.Com, Service, $505; WyoNet, Email, 
$252; Youth Alternatives, Services, 
$500; Payroll, $101,241.28; Payroll Tax-
es, $33,083.60.

ATTEST:
		
_____________	 _____________
Tracey Van Heule 	 Adam R. Estenson,
Clerk/ Treasurer	 Mayor

Pub. Feb. 12, 2026	 No. 2031
	

STATE OF 	 )	OFFICE OF THE
WYOMING	 )	BOARD OF
	 )	COUNTY
COUNTY OF	 )	COMMISSIONERS
HOT SPRINGS	 )	THERMOPOLIS, WY
	 )	January 20, 2026

The Hot Springs County Board of 
Commissioners met in regular session 
on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at 3:00 
p.m. in the Public Meeting Room at the 
Government Annex. Present were Com-
missioners Bob Aguiar, Paul Galovich, 
and Tom Ryan. Also present were County 
Clerk Becky Kersten, County Attorney 
Jill Logan and Clerk Deputy Stefanie 
Ireland. Chairman Aguiar led those pres-
ent in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda  The Commis-
sioners approved the agenda. 

Approval of Minutes The Commis-
sioners approved the minutes from Jan-
uary 6, 2026 with the correction of the 
payroll AP register.  The prior motion 
was payroll of $222,905.81 and actual 
payroll on the report was $222,905.61.

Approval of Revenue and Expen-

diture Report- The Commissioners 
approved the Revenue and Expendi-
ture report. 

Approval of Special Accounts 
Payable-The Commissioners approved 
the Special AP warrant register for 
Warrant 68676 through 68676 totaling 
$7,181.00.

Project Review- Overlook at Round-
top Planning Phase-Carson Rowley, with 
Ardurra, gave a brief overview of scope 
of work on the preliminary design at 
the old airport including ways to make 
it more marketable in the future. Mr. 
Rowley reviewed the three main utilities 
(treated water system, sanitary sewer, 
and electricity) and potential uses of the 
grant funds, recommending the treated 
water system as best option. The Com-
missioners approved pursing water to 
full development. Commissioner Ryan 
felt pursing water would be most eco-
nomical and could have the potential to 
benefit the entire community 

State Transportation Improve-
ment Program/Construction Proj-
ects-Wyoming Department of Transpor-
tation (WYDOT) representatives Pete 
Hallsten, Cody Beers, and Randy Merritt 
presented the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) for Hot 
Springs County, for Fiscal Years 2026-
2031. The STIP document is a 6-year 
plan, which may change as projects are 
considered emergencies, started, in-pro-
cess, revamped, and/or completed. The 
STIP includes highway projects, transit 
projects, aeronautic projects, and pub-
lic safety communication commission 
projects. More information on the STIP 
can be found at https://www.dot.state.
wy.us/STIP.

Pete Hallsten congratulated Commis-
sioner Ryan on the Black Mountain Road 
nearing completion.  Mr. Hallsten also 
thanked Shane Rankin and the Road and 
Bridge department for their help in the 
Wind River Resiliency Study.

Road and Bridge Monthly Re-
port-Road and Bridge Supervisor, 
Shane Rankin, reported with the mild 
winter weather most of the winter proj-
ects are on hold. His crew was able to 
complete the fire number checks. Due to 
weather, they backed off sign mainte-
nance. They started blading some roads 
again and were working at the Wagon 
Hound Pit, stockpiling material, and 
separating clean rock. Mr. Rankin re-
ported that he was able to get the 2025 
state pit reports done and submitted 
the state water haul permits which are 
good for two years.  Mr. Rankin also re-
ported contacting the state engineer’s 
office to discuss working together on a 
chip-sealing project when WYDOT starts 
the road-widening project at Wedding of 
the Waters.

CDBG Learning Center Up-
date-Clerk Kersten explained there 
has been discussion about contacting 
the Wyoming Business Development 
Council regarding the Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG). Clerk 
Kersten advised that the environmental 
review for the grant remains in progress 
and must be complete and submitted to 
the WCDA by January 31, 2026.

Barbara Rice and John Anderson were 
present for the meeting and shared in-
formation regarding a meeting they at-
tended with Central Wyoming College 
(CWC) on January 7, 2026.  The meeting 
resulted in CWC committing to funding 
a full-time, on-site employee in Thermo-
polis and CWC indicated an intent to 
expand adult education locally. A draft 
memorandum outlining the salary-shar-
ing arrangement was referenced; how-
ever, the agreement is not yet finalized. 
Clerk Kersten clarified the County is not 
a party of the draft MOU.

The commissioners discussed the 
Learning Center building and the issues 
regarding the building management, 
utilities, and long-term operational re-
sponsibility. There was discussion re-
garding the possibility of removing the 
Learning Center building as a county 
asset.  The commissioners expressed in-
terest in meeting with representatives of 
the Learning Center and CWC to discuss 
options. However, it was noted there is 
currently no one to manage the CDBG 
grant. The Commissioners approved 
withdrawing County participation in the 
Community Development Block Grant 
for the Learning Center building. 

Other Business- 1)Appointment of 
Hot Springs County Rural Water JPB 
representative- Commissioner Ryan 
stated he would like to continue serving 
on the Rural Water JPB. Commissioner 
Galovich stated that he felt Chairman 
Aguiar should be allowed to serve in the 
position if he wished. Chairman Agu-
iar shared that he would be interested 
in serving on the board as the repre-
sentative for Hot Springs County when 
Commissioner Ryan’s appointment ends 
in February. Tony Basko, board mem-
ber of the Rural Water JPB, expressed 
concern with changing board members 
stating Commissioner Ryan has a long 
working knowledge of past studies and 
has been involved since then beginning. 
Chairman Aguiar will maintain the HSC 
Rural Water JPB as one of his areas of 
interest. 2) Request for Approval - Re-
quest for Reimbursement No. 5- County 
Hangar Project, for $6,592.60 - (FAA Re-
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Mayor Adam Estenson performs a swearing in ceremony for new Ther-
mopolis Police Department Sergeant Nicole Anderson.

courtesy photo

Swearing in

MON., FEB. 16
No School

TUES., FEB. 17
Chicken Tacos, with 

Garnish, Refried Beans, 
Broccoli, Applesauce,

WED., FEB. 18
Chicken Nuggets, Green 
Beans, Carrots, Dinner 
Roll, Oranges, Apples

THURS., FEB. 19
Hot Ham and Cheese 

Sandwich, Corn, Carrots, 
Pineapple, Oranges

All meals include vegetable, fruit and milk.
(Menu subject to changes.)

Equal Housing
Lender

FDIC
INSURED

643 Broadway • 864-2156

What’s For Lunch?What’s For Lunch?
SCHOOL MENU

1-833-689-3824
Dental50Plus.com/WYPress

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

                  

6347-0125

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
To fi nd a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, 
NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 
(ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

It’s easy! Call today

Continued from Page 7

Public notices
imburses $5,933.34; WYDOT Reimburs-
es $395.56; and County Pays $ 263.70) 
–  The Commissioners approved reim-
bursement  Commissioner Ryan shared 
that electronic approval is also required 
through a BlackCats email. Clerk Ker-
sten stated Commissioner Aguiar is set 
up in BlackCats and will work with Com-
missioner Aguiar to receive the emails. 
3)Request for Approval- Facility Use 
Form- Lucerne Water & Sewer District 
2026 Board Meeting- The Commission-
ers approved the Lucerne Water & Sewer 
District Facility use, meeting dates the 
second Tuesday of each month from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 4)Request for Approv-
al - Facility Use Form -HSC Republican 
Party, 2026 Meetings –  The Commis-
sioners approved the HSC Republican 
Party Facility Use meeting dates the 
third Monday of each month from 6:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 5)Request for Approval 
- Facility Use Form - South Thermopo-
lis Water & Sewer District 2026 Board 
Meetings – The Commissioners approved 
the South Thermopolis Water & Sewer 
District Facility Use, meeting dates the 
second Thursday each month from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 6) Request for Approval 
– Facility Use Form – Natural Resource 
Planning Committee (NPRC) 2026  Meet-
ings – The Commissioners approved the 
Natural Resource Planning Committee 
Facility Use, meeting dates the second 
Wednesday each month from 5:15 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Galovich sec-
onded the motion. Motion carried. 7) Re-
quest for Approval – Grant Agreement 
with Wyoming State Parks and Cultural 
Resources – for $10,000 for the Semiquin-
centennial Event (Wyo250 Celebration) – 
The Commissioners approved the Grant 
Agreement with Wyoming State Parks 
and Cultural Resources. Clerk Kersten 
explained this is the grant brought be-

fore the Commissioners at an earlier 
meeting but was returned to the State 
for updates to the extensive insurance 
language. The State change the insur-
ance requirements, and County Attorney 
Logan has reviewed and found no issues. 

Correspondence- 1) Dept. of Rev-
enue Letter – Property Tax Appraiser 
Certifications. 2) Wyo250th Task Force 
Community Outreach Committee State-
wide Projects 1-2026 Update email

Adjournment
There being no further business to 

come before the Board, Commissioner 
Ryan moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Commissioner Galovich seconded the 
motion. Chairman Aguiar declared the 
meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m.

 ATTEST:

_________________ ________________
/s/Bob Aguiar,  /s/Becky Kersten,
Chairman County Clerk

Special Accounts Payable
Vendor
DBT Transportation Services, LLC 
 
Description 
Annual AWOS & Navies 
10/2025-09/2026 
 
Amount
$7,181.00

Pub. Feb. 12, 2026 No. 2030
  

NOTICE SETTING 
PUBLIC HEARING

1. Pursuant to the Wyoming Adminis-
trative Procedure Act and the Wyoming 
Public Service Commission’s (Commis-

sion) Rules, notice is hereby given that 
a public hearing is scheduled regarding 
Rocky Mountain Power’s (RMP or the 
Company) request for authority to up-
date Schedules 37 and 38 for Avoided 
Cost Purchases of Power for Qualifying 
Facilities. The public hearing is set 
to commence on Thursday, March 
5, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., in the Commis-
sion’s hearing room located at 2515 
Warren Avenue, Suite 300, in Chey-
enne, Wyoming.

2. RMP is a division of PacifiCorp, 
an Oregon Corporation, engaged in the 
business of supplying electric utility ser-
vice to customers throughout its service 
territory in six states, including parts of 
Wyoming for which the Commission has 
issued the Company certificates of pub-
lic convenience and necessity. RMP is a 
public utility subject to the Commission’s 
jurisdiction. Wyo. Stat. § 37-1-101(a)(vi)
(C) and 37-2-112.

3. On June 30, 2025, RMP filed the 
Application to revise the methodology 
used in tariff Schedule 37 and Sched-
ule 38 to align with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) 2020 
Public Utilities Regulatory Policies Act 
(PURPA) revisions, which address the 
risks of forecasted avoided energy and 
capacity costs. RMP seeks to require lo-
cational marginal pricing (LMP) using 
Wyoming WEIM nodal information for 
non-firm energy purchases, to modify 
the current Partial Displacement Dif-
ferential Revenue Requirement (PD-
DRR) methodology for firm energy pur-
chases to incorporate the 2025 IRP, to 
reflect third-party ownership of proxy 
resources. 

4. Renewable Energy Coalition (REC) 
petitioned to intervene in this matter, 
which the Commission granted by Order 

issued on September 16, 2025.

5. This is not a complete description 
of RMP’s Application. You may review 
the Application and its supporting testi-
mony and exhibits at the Commission’s 
office during business hours or online 
at: https://dms.wyo.gov/external/publi-
cusers.aspx (enter Record No. 17882).

6. All interested persons are encour-
aged to attend the public hearing which 
will be conducted in accordance with 
the Wyoming Administrative Procedure 
Act, Wyoming Public Service Commis-
sion Rules. All interested persons may 
appear and be heard, in person, by vid-
eo or telephone conference, or through 
counsel appearing in person or by video 
or telephone conference.

 
Attend Zoom Meeting and actively 
participate at: 

h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m .
us/j/9933449233

 
Or by dialing: 1 669 900 9128 Meet-
ing ID: 993 344 9233

7. If you wish to attend the hearing 
and you require reasonable accommoda-
tion for a disability, please contact the 
Commission at (307) 777-7427 (Voice or 
TTY) in Cheyenne during regular busi-
ness hours or write them at 2515 War-
ren Avenue, Suite 300, Cheyenne, Wy-
oming 82002, to make arrangements. 
Communications impaired persons may 
also contact the Commission by access-
ing Wyoming Relay (TTY) by dialing 
711. Please mention Docket No. 20000-
687-ET-25 in all correspondence with 
the Commission.

Dated: February 6, 2026.

Pub. Feb. 12 & 19, 2026         No. 2032 

cy, he proposed a task 
force as a more appropri-
ate way to “rejuvenate, 
renovate and reimagine” 
the state’s economic de-
velopment efforts. He 
also touted the success-
ful launch of Wyoming’s 
stable token, a first-of-
its-kind dollar-backed 
digital asset that has 
made the state a nation-
al leader in digital asset 
regulation. 

Gordon noted that 
tourism is the state’s sec-
ond-largest revenue-gen-
erating sector and largest 
employer, contributing 
$4.9 billion in direct 
spending in 2024. He 
specifically mentioned 
the opportunity to re-
locate the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion headquarters, along 
with its ProRodeo Hall of 
Fame and Museum of the 
American Cowboy from 
Colorado Springs to Wyo-
ming, calling rodeo “part 
of our DNA.”

State employees
Throughout Gordon’s 

message, the human cost 
of budget cuts was a re-
curring theme. The gov-
ernor highlighted several 
state employees in atten-
dance to argue for his pro-
posed $111.8 million pay 
adjustment, which would 
bring salaries from 2022 
levels to 2024 market ta-
bles, a request the JAC 
recently denied.

“Some may believe 
there is never a good time 
to bolster state employ-
ees. And those may be 
some of the same people 
who criticize them for 
working for the govern-
ment in the first place. 
But let me tell you, 
they’re wrong,” Gordon 
said.

To illustrate this, he 
introduced Rita Watson, 
a 56-year veteran of the 
Department of Educa-
tion, and State Medicaid 
Agent Jesse Springer. 

He noted that under 

Springer’s watch, Wy-
oming’s Medicaid pay-
ment error rate was a 
mere $400 out of a budget 
of nearly $750 million. 
Gordon also recognized 
State Trooper Timothy 
Howell for his quick ac-
tion in response to the 
fatal vehicle crash at the 
Green River tunnel in 
February 2025.

“Let us remember 
more than half of Wy-
oming state employees 
work outside of Chey-
enne. They’re your neigh-
bors, serving families, 
protecting wildlife, keep-
ing our parks and com-
munities running,” Gor-
don said.

Water
The governor then 

shifted his focus to the 
topic of water, a re-
source growing in scar-
city across the West. Ac-
knowledging that the 
region is approaching a 
30-year drought, Gor-
don described Wyoming 
as “out-manned and out-
gunned” by other states 
in the Colorado River 
Basin.

He implored the Legis-
lature to fund additional 
staff for the State Engi-
neer’s Office and the At-
torney General’s Office 
to protect Wyoming’s 
water use in all basins 
where water flows out of 
the state.

Education
Education remains an-

other controversial topic 
in this session. Gordon 
pushed back on a $40 mil-
lion cut to the University 
of Wyoming’s block grant, 
which was approved by 
the JAC before the ses-
sion.

“Simply cutting a bud-
get won’t lead to im-
provement, but a dia-
logue could,” he said, 
once again urging elect-
ed lawmakers to restore 
his initial budget pro-
posal.

Abortion and 
health care

Gordon received a 
standing ovation from 
most lawmakers when he 
stated, “Life is sacred,” 
and called for a clear, ir-
refutable, durable and 
morally sound resolution 
to the abortion issue fol-
lowing recent court rul-
ings that upheld the con-
stitutionality of abortion 
in the Equality State.

He connected “pro-life” 
values to health-care ac-
cess, requesting Medic-
aid funding increases for 
obstetric services, behav-
ioral health and in-home 
care to ensure rural fam-
ilies don’t have to travel 
out of state for maternity 
services.

First lady Jennie Gor-
don also received a stand-
ing ovation for her Wyo-
ming Hunger Initiative. 
The governor used the 
moment to ask lawmak-
ers to reconsider their re-
jection of the SUN Bucks 
summer feeding program 
for children.

“What kind of peo-
ple are we if we won’t 
feed our kids?” Gordon 
asked. “Why wouldn’t we 
do this?”

He concluded his 
speech with a symbolic 
gesture, presenting each 
chamber with a flag fea-
turing 44 stars, repre-
senting Wyoming’s ad-
mission as the 44th state 
in 1890. He reminded the 
68th Legislature that 
they are “temporary care-
takers” whose legacy will 
be defined not by what 
they tear down, but by 
what they have the cour-
age to build together.

“Let’s ride for the 
brand,” Gordon finished, 
to a final round of cheers.

The budget session 
will now proceed until 
around mid-March, as 
lawmakers decide which 
of the governor’s recom-
mendations to restore 
and which cuts will re-
main.
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