
Visitor Guide
FREE

• Hot Springs State Park
• Wyoming Dinosaur Center
• Legend Rock Petroglyphs 
• Hot Springs County Museum
• �Wind River Canyon  

Scenic Byway
• Boysen State Park

Thermopolis Hot Springs

• Gift of the Waters Pageant
• �Cowboy Rendezvous  

PRCA Rodeo



2 Thermopolis Hot Springs Visitor Guide

Two Great Stores - One Location
Check us out on Facebook 

180 Hwy 20 South • Thermopolis, WY  82443
307-864-3047 • Toll Free 1-877-864-3048 
whcs@rtconnect.net • Open Monday - Saturday • Closed Sunday

Real Cowboy 
Gear 

Since ‘97

Best Western Plus

email: bwthermopolis@hotmail.com  www.bestwestern.com

Hot Springs State Park
Thermopolis, WY

• Year round mineral 
 spa/seasonal 
 freshwater pool
• Free deluxe
 continental breakfast
• Free high-speed 
 wireless internet
• HD DirecTV
• 18 Suites
•  Newly remodeled 

bathroomsPhone: 800-780-7234
    307-864-2939

100%

Smoke Free 

& Pet Free

Welcome Travelers!Welcome Travelers!

Plaza Hotel
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WhiteWater trips: 
•2 Hour Trips
•5-6 Hour Trip with BBQ  
  lunch on the river
•Scenic Trip 

The canyon, named after the Wind River, lies north of Boysen 
Reservoir and is located on part of the Wind River  Indian 
Reservation (home of the Shoshone and Northern Arapaho Tribes).

pete and Darren Calhoun
210 Hwy. 20 South, Ste. #5

Thermopolis, WY 82443

(307) 864-9343
1-888-246-9343

trips@wyoming.com
www.windrivercanyon.com

Open 7 days
a week

Memorial day
to Labor day

Guided Fly-fishing 
trips available in 

wind River Canyon 
& on Big Horn River 

year round
(weather permitting)

wind River Reservation
and state of wyoming 

Fishing permits

®

Wind River Canyon 
Whitewater & Flyfishing 

Featuring: 
patagonia Clothing & Outdoor Gear; 
saGe worlds finest fly rods & reels; 
Fly patterns & products from Umpqua, 
MT Fly, Rainys’ and more…
smith Optics polarized & non polarized 
sunglasses…
sIMMs waders, shirts, shorts & 
outdoor clothing

Full service fly shop!

Thrills & Scenery You’ll Never Forget...
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The H<>W Youth Camp is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. 

H<>W
(H Diamond W)

Youth Camp

To book, contact: Washakie County Extension Office 307-347-3431 or  
Hot Springs County Extension Office 307-864-3421

Find us on the web: hdiamondw.org
Find us on Facebook: H Diamond W Youth Camp

•  4400 sq. ft. Lodge w/fully equipped 
kitchen, large fireplace

• 4 Cabins (each sleeps 12)
• On site Electric Generator 
• Hot Showers & Full Service Restrooms

• Fishing Ponds
• Nature Trails
•  Wildlife, Hiking, Sight Seeing,  

Field Games, Horseback Riding
•  Borders Shoshone Forest & Wilderness

OffEring a ruSTiC,  
nExT-TO-naTurE-ExpEriEnCE

Set in the Absaroka Mountains of 
Hot Springs County, an off the grid, quiet, 

relaxing, mountain haven!
now Booking for the 2018 Season
Youth Camps • Weddings • Retreats
 Family Reunions • Hunting Cabins

Day Camps • Special Events
Veryreasonable rates

2017 Non-Profit 
Organization of the Year!

One-Stop Supermarket

OPEN 7-8 EvEryday
225 S. 4th St. 864-5576

  Water Reverse osmosis  • Ice • Coolers
Greeting Cards • Magazines • ATM • Discount Cigarettes

Outstanding Produce Department
  for your Healthy Lifestyle

grOcEry • diScOuNt liquOr

• Largest selection of wine
• Competitive pricing on  

Pepsi, Budweiser, Miller  
and Coors products.

The only complete 
Discount Liquor 
store in town!

Large 

parking lot to 

accommodate 

RVs!
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Canyon Village/Hot Springs

Senior Apartments

TTY# 711 • 307-864-2968
103 South D Avenue • Thermopolis, WY 82443

Equal Opportunity Housing, Section 8 Project
Handicap Accessible

• Paid Utilities
•  Rental Subsidy 

Available
• Laundry Facilities

Equal Housing 
opportunity

Efficiency (Studio)  
Apartments available now!

Canyon Village
62+ and/or disabled

Hot Springs
62+ and/or disabled
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510 Park St. • 864-2757

Mon.- Sat. 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunday 
1 - 10 p.m.

Yogurt
Ice Cream

Hamburgers

Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sun. 1 - 10 p.m.

 18 Holes Packed with   
    Challenging Fun!

Where Family Fun Begins!

Sweet Spot 
Mini Golf
Sweet Spot 
Mini Golf

701 Shoshoni

Bank of Thermopolis
701 Shoshoni (24 hour)

Mack’s Market
600 South 6th

ATM Locations

Want to know more about 
Thermopolis Hot Springs?

Subscribe to Hot Springs County’s 
only newspaper!

   THERMOPOLIS INDEPENDENT RECORD  

YEAR 116, WEEK 13, Sections: 2, March 26, 2015  

THERMOPOLIS, WY 82443 

USPS 627-300 

75¢
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The Thermopolis Bobcats will be 

making their 15th appearance at the 

National Speech and Debate Associa-

tion’s National Tournament after se-

nior Logan Kay worked his way into 

a qualifying spot for the event last 

weekend.Kay has been competing in three 

events all season, but it was his hu-

morous interpretation piece that will 

see him heading to Dallas in June. He 

placed second in humor at the Nation-

al Qualifying tournament at CWC in 

Riverton on Saturday.

Also placing in finals but listed as 

alternates for Nationals were Kam-

eron Olsen, second alternate in ex-

temp and Darren Leonhardt, third 

alternate in extemp.
“The national tournament is liter-

ally the best of the best,” coach Cin-

dy Glasson said. “I cannot tell you 

how proud I am of Logan (Kay). He’s 

worked hard this season and it’s ob-

vious the work has paid off.

“Kam (Olsen) and Darren (Leon-

hardt) had an exceptional weekend 

as well. Extemp is one of the tough-

est events. They choose a topic from 

a hat and have 30 minutes to create a 

persuasive speech based on the topic. 

Its all current events, so they have to 

be up on everything going on in the 

world.”Last weekend was the final tour-

nament of the season for the Bobcats, 

coming off a first place win at state.

“Just like any team you have a few 

standouts,” Glasson said, “but with 

speech every member of the team con-

tributes to our final standings, even 

though they are participating in indi-

vidual events.“I’m proud to say the Bobcats are 

ranked sixth in the 23-member Hole 

in the Wall District. Our district in-

cludes Evanston, Green River and 

Natrona, three powerhouse teams. 

Green River brings two bus loads of 

speakers to every tournament, so to 

be able to say we’re ranked sixth with 

less than a dozen on the team really 

speaks highly of the talent we have 

on this team.”The National Tournament will be 

held in Dallas, June 14-19.

Kay headed to speech nationals

Pinky the Elephant (Jessie Ream) high fives Ralph Witters Elementary kindergartner Kaden Scheel and explains the importance of 

cleanliness during a presentation by Phyllis Lewis from UW Cooperative Extension Nutrition and Food Safety Initiative explaining 

eating healthy and washing your hands in regards to Poison Prevention Week (March 15-21).  
 

    - Dennis Nierzwicki photo 

Pinky promoting poison prevention

by Zachary White

Town Council members approved paying 

$26,000 a year to Tony’s Total Lawn Care for 

park lawns and other plantings maintenance 

during the meeting Tuesday, March 17.

The work includes maintenance of lawns 

and plantings in Candy Jack Park, Glade Ed-

wards Park, Bicentennial Park, Family Park, 

Southside Parkway, flower garden and medi-

an circles on Broadway, side islands on Sixth 

Street and flower barrels and grassy areas in 

front of town hall. 
Tony’s Total Lawn Care was the only busi-

ness to submit a bid for the job.

Tony Larson, who operates the company, ab-

stained from voting. 
Members of the Thermopolis Town Council 

are also contemplating changes to the town code 

in order to permit the sale of fireworks in town.

Currently the law doesn’t allow any sale or use 

of fireworks within five miles of the courthouse. 

The change comes on the back of a request 

from Derrick Burrows who recently acquired 

the fireworks stand that usually is set up on 

West Sunnyside Lane around the 4th of July.

In order for the rule to change, the council 

will have to approve the change during three 

different readings. 
Burrows said if the town were to change 

the ordinance to allow sales in town, he would 

move the firework stand to the lot adjacent 

The Shoppe. “The building would be at least 100 feet from 

any building,” Burrows said.

Additionally, he said sale of fireworks would 

only happen for about a week during the 4th of 

July holiday.Some council members agreed that this dis-

tance should be far enough from any other build-

ing to avoid a problem if an accident should occur. 

Additionally, some members questioned 

whether the use of fireworks within town should 

also be allowed. 
Town attorney Mike Messenger said that 

no matter how well the ordinance is enforced, 

people will either follow the law or they won’t.

“You’re not going to stop detonation because 

you already have detonation going on,” Mes-

senger said.Yet, mayors assistant Fred Crosby said law 

enforcement in town does a good job of making 

sure people don’t shoot off fireworks. 

“The police enforce the detonation pretty 

well,” Crosby said. “The first year I was in town 

I found that out.” 
Council members agreed to not allow the use 

of fireworks within the five-mile radius of town, 

but there may be a provision that allows the town 

council to lift the ban for short periods of time. 

Town considers 
allowing vendorfireworks sales

by Cindy Glasson

The Thermopolis-Hot Springs Cham-

ber of Commerce celebrated the “Golden 

Days of Gatsby” last Saturday for their 

94th Annual Chamber Banquet at the 

Days Inn.A capacity crowd filled the celebra-

tion space with more than 200 attending 

the festivities, many of whom dressed 

in period costumes, adding a little spice 

to the evening.
In addition to the Business of the 

Year, Non-Profit Organization of the 

Year and Citizen of the Year awards, 

the chamber recognized some milestone 

businesses in the county that show lon-

gevity.The Town of Kirby was recognized 

as being a town for 100 years and the 

Kiwanis Club of Thermopolis was also 

recognized for their 100 years as a ser-

vice organization in Thermopolis. The 

Merlin's Hide Out owner Merlin Heinze accepts the 

award for Business of the Year as his wife, Barb, looks on.  

Sharon Skiver accepts the Non-Profit Orga-

nization of the Year award won by the Wyo-

ming Pioneer Home. 

Meri Ann Rush presents the award for Citizen of the 

Year to Dorothy Milek.                   -Lara Love photos

See Gatsby on page A7

Online 
subscriptions 
available at 

thermopir.com
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On a hot summer day or in the ice cold of winter 
– or anything in between – it’s always a great 
time to enjoy the outdoor or indoor pool at the 
Star Plunge.

Nestled against the hill in Hot Springs 
State Park is the Star Plunge, where 
anyone can soothe their body and soul – 
12 hours a day, 365 days a year – in any 
season.

It might look the same as you remember 
it on the exterior, but the famous facil-
ity has a new look inside. A new granite 
countertop and dry stack stone have been 
added.

Featured attractions include three 
exciting water slides; indoor and outdoor 
mineral pools; high dive; basketball hoop; 
steam cave; Big Spring Water Fountain; 
baby pool;  fountain waterfall and much 
more.

The “Super Star 500” is one of the world’s 
longest water slides, gushing over 2,400 
gallons per minute down a flume that measures over 500 feet. The “Blue Thunder Run” is 
a 330-foot, all-weather hydro-tube that curves around a 60-foot tower. 

The “Lil’ Dipper” is a 60-foot, warm mineral slide, just right for little tots and grand-
parents. It is open year-round on days the 
temperature is above 32 degrees. 

Both the indoor and outdoor pools are 
heated by warm mineral water from the 
Big Spring. The temperature of the inside 
pool is 94-98 degrees, with the outdoor pool 
90-94. The hot pool’s 104-degree water and 
air jets give a soothing massage.

The “Vapor Cave” is cut into a mountain, 
and hot mineral water naturally heats the 
room to 118 degrees. A fountain in the 
Vapor Cave formed by natural minerals 
overflows and creates the steam.

For sun worshipers, the Star Plunge 
provides lots of sunning decks on the hill-
side overlooking Wyoming’s most popular 
state park.

A weight and fitness room provide exercise opportunities. Workout equipment ranges 
from free weights to treadmills. There 
are also tanning beds. Among the items 
for rent are swimsuits, towels, balls, 
floats and lockers. There is a unique 
gift shop, and you’ll enjoy the snack 
bar and arcade game room.

The first Star Plunge was built in 
1900 and has been enjoyed by Buf-
falo Bill Cody, Butch Cassidy (and 
“The Hole in the Wall Gang”), Marlon 
Brando, Robert Redford and other 
celebrities.

The Star is open 9 a.m.-9 p.m. seven 
days a week. 

Star Plunge – for family fun all year

In the “Vapor Cave” the hot mineral water heats 
the room to 118 degrees.

The Star Plunge in the early 1920s.
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 Hellie’s Tepee Pools, also known as the Hot 
Springs Water Park, offers exhilarating hot 
water fun and varied attractions. 

The popular, copper-domed facility can be 
found between the Big Horn River, Rainbow 
Terraces and the Wyoming State Bath House.

One regulation 25-yard pool, wading pool 
and hot tub with jets can be found inside. 
Outside, visitors will find another mineral 
pool and three hot tubs with jets. A sauna 
and a steam room are both available as well. 

Each of the hot tubs offer varying water 
temperatures and have proven very popular 
with guests who can soak away the cares of 
the day while enjoying views of the surround-
ing red hills.

The spa features a 162-foot long indoor, 
all-weather twirling slide, which competes 
for sliders with the 272-foot long outdoor 
breath-grabber. From the top of the outdoor 

Enjoy the famous Tepee Pools in 
beautiful Hot Springs State Park 

slide, visitors will get a beautiful view of most 
of Hot Springs State Park. Year round free 
water aerobics classes available Mon., Wed. 
and Fri., 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. in winter and 
9 a.m. during the summer. Enjoy the newly 
remodeled lockers, steam room and lobby as 
well as fresh water showers available to guests 
using the facilities.

Aquatic Water Massage (Watsu) available 
by appointment. Gift certificates are avail-
able, too.

The latest swimsuits for men, women and 
kids, souvenir T-shirts, swim supplies and 
more are featured in the pool gift shop. 

A shaded patio area is available for pic-
nicking, as well as  a large, grassy area with 
plenty of room for sunbathing. They also ac-
commodate reunions, parties or other  group 
gatherings. 

Hellie’s  is open from 9 a.m. until 9 p.m. daily.

Hellie’s Tepee Pools include a number of indoor and
outdoor attractions for guests, including the 272-foot 
long outdoor slide.
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State Bath House offers 
free 20-minute soaks

A modern Wyoming State Bath House 
awaits visitors to Hot Springs State Park.

Starting with Native Americans hundreds of 
years ago, people have been visiting the beauti-
ful Thermopolis valley to enjoy the  therapeutic 
benefits of the hot mineral water.

The State Bath House fulfills a treaty re-
quirement with the Eastern Shoshone and 
Northern Arapaho Indian tribes made 120 
years ago for free use of the hot mineral water 
flowing from the springs in Thermopolis.

Located between the two commercial pools, 
the State Bath House offers indoor and outdoor 
soaking pools that are open year round.

Visitors are drawn to the Bath House because 
the pools are filled with 100 percent mineral 
water; no chemicals or municipal water are 
used.

The temperature is kept at 104 degrees, 
and the pools are drained and cleaned every 
48 hours. There is a 20-minute soaking limit.

The facility also includes locker rooms with 
showers. Bathing suits or towels are available 
for $1.

The State Bath House is open from 8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday and noon 
to 5:30 p.m. Sundays.

The facility also has visitor information 
regarding Hot Springs State Park and the 
surrounding area, including the Legend Rock 
Petroglyph Site northwest of Thermopolis.

The Wyoming State Bath House offers an 
outdoor soaking pool, pictured above, and 
an indoor pool at Hot Springs State Park in 
Thermopolis. The Bath House is open seven 
days a week.

Free entrance 
into Hot Springs

State Park
Unlike most other state parks in Wyo-

ming, visitors can enjoy Hot Springs State 
Park’s state-owned facilities and recreation 
areas without having to buy an annual or 
daily-use permit from the state.

However, the park does solicit donations 
to help pay expenses and keep the park in 
shape.

There are fees for rental of a bathing suit 
or towel at the free State Bath House.

Use of any of the three picnic shelters is 
free unless they are reserved. Reservation 
fee is $50. The park also offers liquor permits 
at no charge. 

The two privately operated pools, Star 
Plunge and Tepee Spa, charge a fee for the 
use of each of their facilities.
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Casual!  Fun! 
4-Star Rated

530 Arapahoe

Children’s 
menu

15 Mexican & Domestic Beers
Famous Margaritas • Unique Wine List

Gluten Free & Vegetarian Options!

Local Beers On tap

Serving Wyoming and Montana Beef

Great Seafood
American Baskets

Banquet facility with seating for 
parties up to 40 people

Hand-cut

Prime Ribeye, 

Sirloin Steaks 
&

Fajitas!

Reservations taken

11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
5-9 p.m.

Mexican
American Grill
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The wondrous Wind River.   Just after the canyon,  

at the Wedding of the Waters, the river makes a name change  

to the Big Horn.  From there it’s only about 17  miles, as the  

cutthroat swims, to the Wyoming Whiskey distillery.    

Beauty.  Trout.  Bourbon.   Shhhhhhh.

A RIVER RUNS TO IT

ADDITIONAL SUMMER HOURS 

Saturdays: Memorial Day-Labor Day

THE WHISKEY SHOP

Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm

DISTILLERY TOURS

Monday-Friday, 10am- 3pm (top of the hour)
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Discovering Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs walked around Thermopolis ap-

proximately 145-148 million years ago. Step 
through the doors of the Wyoming Dinosaur 
Center and be transported to a time when these 
gigantic and fantastic creatures ruled the earth. 

Visitors can get as close to the science of 
paleontology as time will allow. Take a guided 
tour of a dig site or spend the day digging for 
dinosaur bones.

The Wyoming Dinosaur Center is located 
at 110 Carter Ranch Road. The museum is 

open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m., seven days a 
week.

DISCOVER
The Wyoming Di-

nosaur Center has 
over 30 mounted 
ske le tons ,  hun-
dreds of displays 
and dioramas and a 
working preparation 
laboratory where 
visitors can see di-
nosaur bones being 
prepared. 

In the “Walk Thru 
Time,” hundreds of 
fossils are on dis-

play. These include a Trilobite Mass Death 
Plate measuring 6 feet in length, the earliest 
specimens of armored fish, Crinoid plates, 
Dunkleosteus and a variety of other fossils lead-
ing up to the dawn of the dinosaurs. 

Among the featured displays in the “Hall 
of Dinosaurs” are “Jimbo,” the 106-foot Su-

persaurus, one of the largest dinosaurs ever 
mounted; “Stan,” a 41-foot long T-Rex attacking 
a Triceratops; “Mary,” the only Medusaceratops 
specimen on display anywhere and “The Ther-
mopolis Specimen,” the only Archaeopteryx in 
North America.

In 2015, a 60-foot Camarasaurus skeleton 
was unveiled. Found just 10 minutes away from 
the museum, this skeleton is 90 percent real 
bone and took 20 years to excavate.

EXPLORE
Go beyond the museum as you travel on a 

guided bus tour to the WDC hillside quarry.
“The dig site tour offers a rare opportunity 

to see actual dinosaur bones as they lay in the 
ground,” said Angie Guyon, executive director 
of the WDC.

Learn about local geology and why dinosaurs 
are found near Thermopolis while visiting an 
Allosaurus feeding site. Tours last one hour and 
begin as weather permits.

EXCAVATE
For those of you feeling adventurous, par-

ticipate in the Dig-for-the-Day or Shovel-Ready 
programs.

Families and individuals will enjoy a once in 
a lifetime opportunity to dig up real dinosaur 
remains. 

This unique experience allows visitors to 
unearth fossils which have been encased in 
stone for the last 150 million years. The excite-
ment of seeing a bone for the first time creates 
a memory that will last a lifetime. The program 
begins June 1 and runs through mid-September, 
weather permitting.

Directions to
Dinosaur Center

The Wyoming Dino-
saur Center is located at 
110 Carter Ranch Road. 
To get to the museum 
from the center of town, 
take Broadway east 
across the tracks into 
East Thermopolis. Cross 
the bridge, then stay 
to the right and make 
a sharp left on Warren 
Street. When you reach 
the stop sign, turn right 
and the street will bring 
you right to the museum. 

Traffic jams in Hot Springs County usually include horses, cows or sheep.
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Camarasaur display at The Wyoming Dinosaur Center
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MEMBER FDIC

T H E  W A Y  B A N K I N G  S H O U L D  B E

24/7 DRIVE-UP ATM
Simplify your vacation with our drive-up 

ATM or get a Visa® cash advance!

wypinnbank.com

THERMOPOLIS 
125 South 5th Street, 307.864.5555
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521 Broadway
Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat.: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

A wide variety of fabrics 
available, including:
New Hoffman batiks with  

coordinating Blenders and Solids

Quality silk finish cotton thread,  
batting, pillow forms and filling ,  

patterns & other supplies

Susan and Jack Turnbull, owners

Participating in the  
2018 ROW BY ROW Experience!

Looking for a local micro brew? 
One Eyed Buffalo Brewing Company aims 

to be the premier entertainment hub in the 
Big Horn Basin on Saturday nights, with live 
music almost every weekend. 

This past year saw a new kitchen 
and menu for the business. Re-
cent years have also seen a new 
look, with a remodeled bar, 
new televisions and more of 
a “sports bar” look.

With over 16 beers on 
tap, their variety should 
appease every beer con-
noisseur. One Eyed Buf-
falo brews several micro-
brews in-house, including 
Windy Point Porter, Lake 
Creek Honey Ale, One Eyed 
Pale Ale and OEB 864 Amber 
Ale.

Other in-house brews include the new 
OEB Golden Ale, Smokin Waters Wheat, the 
seasonal Buffalo Jack using Jackrabbit Java 
from Storyteller, OEB Vienna Lager and Di-
vorcinator Double IPA. Besides their in-house 

brews, One Eyed Buffalo concentrates on other 
Wyoming microbrews to keep on guest taps. 
They also serve some regional western brews 

from Montana and Utah. 
One Eyed Buffalo also serves 
stick-to-the-ribs food including 

pub grub like nachos, wings 
and flatbread, as well as 
steaks, burgers and buffalo 
burgers, in a family friendly 
environment. Merchandise 
is also available, including 
growlers, shirts and hats.

The live music featured 
on some Saturday nights 

includes many genres from 
jazz to bluegrass to rock n’ 

roll. Local and regional musi-
cians book shows at the unique 

establishment.
More than anything, One Eyed Buffalo 

strives to give its customers an experience with 
one-of-a-kind ambience. 

For more information, visit www.oneeyed-
buffalo.com or call 307-864-3555. 
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With 11 hotels/motels and three RV parks, 
Thermopolis can host your party – big or 
small.

The Days Inn, with its unique decor, fea-
tures 80 rooms with meeting space for 300. 

The modern 52-room Quality Inn can ac-
commodate lodging for groups of over 100. 

The impressively-restored Plaza Best 
Western Plus has 36 rooms and suites. 

Other local hotels include: Elk Antler Inn,  
Paintbrush Inn, The Coachman Motel, El 
Rancho Motel, Rainbow Motel, Roundtop 
Mountain Motel and Two Rivers Inn.

Several RV camper parks, with more than 
200 RV and tent spaces, are all sprinkled 
within walking distance of the Big Horn 
River including: Eagle RV Park, Wyoming 
Garden RV Park and Fountain of Youth 
RV Park.

Facilities available off the beaten path 
include the H Diamond W Youth Camp with 
a 4,400 square foot lodge and guest cabins, 
Red Ranch Retreat complete with private 
spring and ponds, Eagle Ridge Bed and 
Breakfast and Red Lane Casita.

A complete list of vacation rentals in the 
area is available at the Thermopolis-Hot 
Springs Chamber of Commerce. 

Additional facilities include:
•The fairgrounds, which has a giant in-

door arena, an outdoor arena with a large 
grandstand and a multipurpose building 
with cooking and meeting space for well 
over 100 people.

•The Hot Springs County Museum and 
Cultural Center’s meeting room and stage.

•The Big Horn Federal community room 
downstairs.

•The VFW Club, with a banquet capacity 
of 225. 

•Las Fuentes banquet room with capac-
ity up to 40. 

•School facilities include classrooms with 
advanced computers; gymnasiums; and the 
state-of-the-art auditorium, which has an 
801-seat theater and conference break-out 
rooms with seating capacities between 12 
and 100.

Take your pick: Plenty of 
places to rest your head

•The former armory, now a community 
recreation building, which has meeting 
rooms and a tartan floor for use in athletic 
events.

•Several facilities in Hot Springs State 
Park, including a pavilion and dance area 
and three large community barbecue shel-
ters. Sprawling grassy areas in the spacious 
state park accommodate a plethora of fam-
ily activities, such as picnics, and fun and 
games.

•Outstanding town parks. Candy Jack 
Park offers a large barbecue shelter, special-
surface tennis and basketball courts and rest 
rooms. Family Park is located on Highway 
120. Bicentennial Park is a restful niche in 
the downtown area with a stage that serves 
as a headquarters for some community 
events.

•Athletic fields, ranging from the fair-
grounds baseball complex to the football 
field near the high school.

For more information about area accom-
modations, call the Thermopolis-Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce, 864-3192.

Hotels/motels, RV parks offer a variety of  accommodations

A pair of Canadian geese visit the cooling 
ponds in Hot Springs State Park.
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• 52 Beautiful Rooms
           (Suites Available)

• Two Types of Family Rooms
• FREE Breakfast
• Indoor Pool, Jacuzzi
•  Wireless High Speed Internet

307-864-5515
 1-877-424-6423

www.thermopolisqualityinn.com

Thermopolis’ First Choice!

A giant mural by New York artist Hermann Platschka enhances the elegant exterior of the new Thermopolis Hot Springs Quality Inn.

Quality InnQuality Inn

The

Lounge
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Unique Hot Springs County Museum
packed with thousands of memories

The Hot Springs County Museum  and Cultural 
Center is packed with so much to see that people 
return again and again. The stunning facility is 
located just one block west of the traffic light in 
Thermopolis.

ON THE first floor, antiques, artifacts and pe-
riod costumes depict typical scenes from days gone 
by. Feast your eyes on a luxurious display of furs, 
including Persian lamb, fox and horsehide, worn 
by pioneers. 

There is a sightseeing wagon, which was used in 
Yellowstone National Park around the turn of the 
century, and a smaller buggy from the early 1900s. 
Perhaps the most illustrious piece is the historic 
cherrywood bar from the Hole-in-the-Wall Saloon. 

The bar is especially interesting since Butch Cas-
sidy and, more than likely, the Sundance Kid were 
patrons at the Hole-in-the-Wall Saloon.

DOWNSTAIRS, you’ll find a rough-hewn log 
cabin and a wildlife display, along with a simulated 
frontier town connected by rustic plank sidewalks.

The Native American displays are considered 
some of the best by visitors to the museum. They 

include artfully-displayed arrowheads, tools, pottery 
and headdresses. 

HISTORIC exhibits continue across the street 
from the main building. 

You will literally step into the past as you enter 
the Middleton School house from Owl Creek and the 
one room “Depression” house furnished to resemble 
a typical Thermopolis dwelling inhabited by poor 
families in the 1930s. View farm machinery, ranch 
tools, a sheep wagon and a wool sacking chute in 
the agriculture building. 

THE PETROLEUM building has exhibits about 
the oil industry in Hot Springs County, while outside 
are derricks, a cable tool rig and a pumping unit from 
the giant Hamilton Dome oil field. The full-size Bur-
lington Northern caboose is sure to catch your eye. 

Allow plenty of time to get the most out of this 
top-notch museum. Hours are 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Mon-
day - Friday, May through September. 

Read the Independent Record for list-
ings of new exhibits, events and displays, 
especially the artwork and crafts in the 
Cultural Center area.

Drinks, snacks, foods & personal care  
products to keep your travels healthy.

•Yankee Candles
•Unique Gifts
•Natural Herbs & Supplements
•Alternative Health Care Needs

•Organic Foods
•African Market Baskets
•Fair Trade Goods
•Bulk & Special Orders Welcome

•  Nutritious 
Smoothies made 
with real fruit

•  Delicious Wraps,
  Salads & Soup
•  Organic Fair  

Trade Coffee

530 Broadway 
Thermopolis, WY

Mon.-Sat., 8:30-5:30
Crow Bar 

Mon.-Sat., 8:30-5:00

~ 2010 Business of the Year ~

See our menu on Facebook!

864-3040
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Dancers from the Eastern Shoshone tribe dance nightly at the Gift of the Waters Pageant 
the first weekend of every August at Hot Springs State Park.

The paths surrounding the Big Horn Hot 
Springs were pounded out by moccasins long 
before the boots of the first white man. 

The Gift of the Waters Pageant celebrates 
the 122nd year since the signing of the treaty, 
which set aside Hot Springs State Park. The 
pageant will be held on Aug. 4-5. 

Written in 1925 by Marie Montabe and 
presented that October, the play was revived 
in 1950 and presented regularly ever since. 

It is performed on the grassy area in front 
of the Big Spring by members of the Shoshone 
tribe and local residents.

Coordinated events are scheduled through-
out the week preceding Pageant Days. 

The treaty was signed on April 21, 1896, at 
Fort Washakie by Chief Washakie of the Sho-
shones and Chief Sharp Nose of the Arapaho. 

The Tribes sold a tract of land almost ten 
miles square to the United States for $60,000 
worth of cash, cattle and food supplies. Chief 
Washakie stipulated a portion of the water 
remain free to the people. 

In 1899, the Wyoming Legislature set aside 
the park and specified one-quarter of the water 

Gift of  the Waters Pageant celebrates treaty
from the Big Spring be free for 
public use. 

For more information, contact 
the Thermopolis-Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce at 864-
3192.

The Gift of the Waters play is performed at the 
Big Spring by members of the Shoshone tribe. 
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Red Ranch Retreat

Come soak your worries away.
For reservations call Wedg or Kathy Taylor at

307-864-3231
Red Ranch Retreat • 219 E. River Road

Thermopolis, Wyoming 82443

Red Ranch Retreat
We invite you to our retreat. 

Come and enjoy the Red Ranch 
private spring and ponds.

Quiet, restful, secluded former family 
home, converted to a retreat for people 
and groups who would like to unwind, 
relax and soak in hot mineral ponds
year round.

Rustic kitchen, living room, dining area,
2 baths, 3 bedrooms, 1 loft bedroom

(9 total beds).
We can sleep 10-12 comfortably.

$175 a day for 2 people or less, and $35 for each 
additional individual. $100 registration/cleaning 

fee required. Two night minimum.
Take a look at us on: https://vimeo.com/119505866

Don’t let the big one get away. No fishing 
trip in Hot Springs County is complete without 
a stop at Boysen Reservoir, between Ther-
mopolis and Shoshoni, where record-setting 
fish lurk just below the surface.

In January 2015, Casper angler Troy Sch-
nepper reeled in a new state record yellow 
perch, weighing 2.28 pounds. Schnepper’s 
fish was 15.25 inches long and had a girth of 
12.5 inches.

Stan Seivewright pulled 
a 17.42-pound walleye from 
Boysen in 1991 to set a world 
ice fishing record. 

The lunker broke the Wyo-
ming state walleye mark at 
the time by more than two 
pounds. In addition, it was 
the third largest walleye ever 
caught in the western US.

More than $5,400 went to 
Wes Haas and his brother, 
Steve, when he caught a 33-
inch, 15.07-pound lunker. 

Big fish call Boysen home

For more information about fishing in Boysen Reservoir, inquire at 
the Boysen Marina. 

That was heavy enough to win the Fourth 
Annual Wyoming Governor’s Cup Walleye 
Tournament. The well-fed walleye measured 
20 inches in circumference. 

However, Haas did not hook the richest 
cash prize ever taken at Boysen. 

That honor goes to a Casper man who caught 
a tagged walleye and won $10,000 in the 1974 
Shoshoni Pike Derby. In Wyoming, walleye 
were often called pike at that time.



20 Thermopolis Hot Springs Visitor Guide

Big Horn Basin Folk Festival packed full of  fun
The Annual Big Horn Basin Folk Festival will 

be held August 5-6, 2017, in Hot Springs State 
Park. The Festival celebrates the handwork 
and creativity of 
Wyoming’s own 
artists, craftsmen 
and musicians. It 
is the only festival 
of its kind in Wyo-
ming that focuses 
on Wyoming art-
ists.

Festival events 
on Saturday and 
Sunday include 
musicians at the 
Pavilion in the 
Park,  art isan 
demonstrations, 
hands-on activi-
ties and the very 
popular Storytell-
ing Circle.  

Musicians who 
will perform in 
the Pavilion in 
the Park include 
Miss V, Gypsy 
Cowbelle (Kirby), 
Mike Hurwitz 
and the Aimless 
Drifters (Alta), 
The Songbirds 
(Thermopolis) , 
David Romtvedt 
and the Fire Ants 
(Buffalo) and Hot 
Springs Dance, LLC (Thermopolis and Wor-
land).

About 25 demonstrators will include weav-
ing, spinning, goat soap making, basket weav-
ing, polymer clay sculpture, lampwork beads, 
leather work, fly tying, boat making, rawhide 
hand drums, horsehair braiding, wood turning, 
repurposed textiles, quilting, mixed media, 
needle arts, rug hooking and roping. 

Featured craftsmen will include Native 
American drums, bows made from Bighorn 
sheep horns and outdoor skills.

The Red Dirt Mas-
ter Gardeners will 
have an activity to 
get down and dirty 
and Smoking Waters 
Art Guild will do a 
“make it and take it” 
activity.

Young and old 
alike will love the 
Storytelling Circle 
with professional 
and amateur story-
tellers. Many schol-
ars consider story-
telling as the oldest 
art. The group will 
be housed in a spe-
cial tent and will 
be telling stories all 
day. Professional 
and semi-profession-
al storytellers are 
Michelle King (Ba-
sin), Jeb Schenck 
(Thermopolis),  Echo 
Roy Klaproth, Wyo-
ming’s poet laure-
ate for 2013-2014 
will also be spinning 
yarns along with lo-
cal cowboy poet, Dick 
Hall.

The Big Horn Ba-
sin Storytelling Guild, Hot Springs Friends of 
the Library and local author Leah Schoenwald 
(Thermopolis) will also be on hand and there 
will be tales from area pioneer families.

Locals and visitors can be part of the enter-
tainment by telling personal stories.

Check the website at www.wyomingfolk-
festival.com for updates on participants and 
activities.

Leather working will be one of the many interac-
tive demonstrations available during the Big Horn 
Basin Folk Festival.

Free River Bend Bark Park available
This pet exercise area is lo-

cated near the entrance of Hot 
Springs State Park. It is on the 
north side of the road between the 
Burlington Northern Railroad 
underpass and the Big Horn 
River.

If you have been travelling 
and want your dog to stretch its 
legs here is the prime spot, with 
a fenced in area and exercise 
equipment specifically designed 
for animals. Like any pet park 
it is the owners’ responsibility 

to control their pets and clean up 
after them; bags are available. 
Picnic tables are also in the area 
for everyone to enjoy. 

This facility was made possible 
by the Mustangs 4-H Club and 
Hot Springs State Park.
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Wyoming Whiskey is owned by Brad and 
Kate Mead, and David DeFazio. Above, Brad 
Mead and DeFazio participate in the bottling 
process at the Kirby facility.

Wyoming Whiskey, located in Kirby, Wyo-
ming, 12 miles north of Thermopolis, is the 
state’s first legal distillery. They specialize 
in mashing, distilling, and bottling premium 
bourbon.

Wyoming Whiskey filled their 10,000th 
barrel of bourbon last August, a major mile-
stone. The first barrel was filled in July 2009 
and CEO Brad Mead announced the business 
would start selling its small-batch bourbon 
Dec. 1, 2012, exclusively in Wyoming.

Since then, Wyoming Whiskey distribution 
has expanded to nearly 40 states including 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Texas, New York, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Cali-
fornia, Utah and New Mexico.

Master Distiller Steve Nally, a member 
of the Bourbon Hall of Fame, came out of 
retirement and moved to Thermopolis to 
guide production at the fledgling distillery. 
His previous experience included over three 
decades of work at the famed Maker’s Mark 
distillery in Loretta, Kentucky. 

With the operation running like clockwork, 
the Nallys chose to move back to Kentucky in 
the spring of 2014. Sam Mead now runs all 
aspects of the operation.  

Wyoming Whiskey has four warehouses 
to age bourbon with a total capacity of over 
9,000 barrels. Cases of bourbon are bottled 
on demand, depending on availability of the 
product. The distillery has several products, 
ranging from its flagship Small Batch Bour-
bon whiskey to its ultra-premium Barrel 
Strength Bourbon. 

Every product has received high-praise, 
and the Barrel Strength Bourbon was named 
one of the top 10 whiskeys in 2016 by Whis-
key Advocate’s Lew Bryson. Mark Gillespie 
of “WhiskeyCast” gave it a score of 97, noting 
it was not only one of the best bourbons, but 
one of the best whiskies he’s had.

“Elevation Outdoors” readers also voted 
Wyoming Whiskey Best Rocky Mountain Dis-
tillery, in the 2016 Best of the Rockies contest.

Tours at the Wyoming Whiskey distillery 
are conducted each weekday from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., beginning on the hour. Saturday tours 
start Memorial Day weekend and go through 
Labor Day weekend. Whiskey slushies are 
available at the Whiskey Shop throughout 
the summer.

Visitors taking the tour will learn how 
handcrafted bourbon is made with the use 
of premium Wyoming ingredients and be 
shown the process of milling locally grown 
corn, wheat and malted barley, and how 

Wyoming Whiskey offers quality bourbon
they are cooked. The fermentation process is 
explained, where only yeast that is specially 
selected is used.

“We encourage people to come see our facil-
ity, go on a tour, and enjoy our patio while 
having a sample of one of our award winning 
whiskeys,” Mead said.

To find Wyoming Whiskey, take Highway 
20 North from Thermopolis for 12 miles. Turn 
right on Highway 175 into Kirby, down Main 
Street to 100 S. Nelson St. A store is located 
at the facility where the whiskey may be 
purchased, as well as souvenirs such as caps 
and T-shirts.

For more information, call 307-864-2116.
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Rugged Wind River Canyon offers plenty of greenery year round. The clear blue river divides 
the Wind River Canyon Scenic Byway, better known as U.S. Highway 20, and the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad. Watch for deer, bighorn sheep and even elk in the canyon.

307/921-0554fwww.discoverthermopolis.com

DISCOVER 
THERMOPOLIS

LocalfArtistsfBffCraftsmenf
uniquef

ThermopolisfSouvenirs
521

BROADWAY

THERMOPOLIS
PRINT ZONE
AND COPY SHOP
WWW.THERMOPOLISPRINTZONE.COM&&&&521&BROADWAY&&&&&307/921V0554

PRINTING&y&COPYING

PHOTOGRAPHS

same&day&available

FAXING&SERVICE



to the south at about 65 degrees.
About 1.6 miles north of that fault, the 

unconformable contact of the Precambrian 
crystalline rocks and the overlying sediments 
of Cambrian age (representing a time interval 
of two billion years) is exposed at the level of 
the highway. 

Heading north, the sedi-
ments dip about ten degrees 
toward the north, and a com-
plete section of Paleozoic 
formations may be observed. 

The road emerges from 
the canyon at the north end, 
where extensive areas of Triassic red beds 
line the roadway.
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Just south of Thermopolis sits the rocky 
maw of Wind River Canyon, where 2,500-foot 
walls  of rock swallow the rolling hills of the 
Big Horn Basin before releasing travelers into 
the expansive Indian reservation.

Over a billion years of geology is exposed in 
the canyon between Thermopolis and Boysen 
Dam. Informative signs identify much of the 
geologic history along U.S. Highway 20, the 
Wind River Canyon Scenic Byway. 

The canyon is about 10 miles long, ending 
four miles south of Thermopolis at the “Wed-
ding of the Waters,” where the fast-flowing, 
rapids-dominated Wind River becomes the 
meandering Big Horn River. 

Approaching the canyon from the south, you 
travel over relatively fault-lying variegated 
rock units of the Eocene Wind River Formation. 

About a mile south of Boysen Dam, severe-
ly-faulted Paleozoic rocks roughly reflect a 
faulted arch. 

At the first highway tunnel, the road crosses 
the Boysen normal fault, with Precambrian 
crystalline rocks on the north, an up-thrown 
side in contact with northward-dipping Cam-
brian shales. Displacement on this fault is 
about 1,500 feet, and the fault plane inclines 

Magnificent gorge 
reveals millions of  
years of  geology.

Guide Darren Calhoun of  Wind River Canyon 
Whitewater shows off a brown trout.

Wind River Canyon 
Take a road trip through history and enjoy the view

Unique Jewelry 
 From Nature
FOSSILS
ROCKS

GEMSTONES
BEADS

Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Closed on Wednesdays
* Hours subject to change without notice *

Ava Cole 

864-3800
631 Shoshoni, Thermopolis

Ava's Silver
& Rock Shop
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Bighorn sheep graze among the vegetation 
and jagged cliffs of both sides of Wind River 
Canyon. Be especially careful on U.S. Highway 
20 near Boysen Dam.      

We have a Pharmacist
on duty to answer any of

your questions.

307-864-2369

610 South 6th
Inside Mack’s Market

Discount Prices
Friendly Service

If you have insurance then it shouldn’t matter 
what pharmacy you use.

9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Weekdays
9 a.m. - Noon Saturdays
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Several rapidly-growing herds of bighorn 
sheep continue to roam the ridges and peaks 
of majestic Wind River Canyon. 

The magnificent animals were returned 
to their historic range by a successful trans-
plant effort involving state and federal 
wildlife officials, the Wind River Indian 
Reservation and the Burlington Northern-
Santa Fe Railroad. 

Midway through the canyon, parking at 
Windy Point and other turnouts, use bin-
oculars to spot the bighorns on top of the 
mountain to the west. 

As you drive between the tunnels and 
Boysen Dam, be especially careful not to hit 
one of the bighorns that occasionally cross 
U.S. Highway 20 (the Wind River Canyon 
Scenic Byway) from their range at the south 
end of the canyon. 

Occasionally the bighorns are spotted 
along the shore by Boysen Lake boaters.

Bighorn sheep 
roam WR canyon

Thermopolis

Chiropractic & 
Acupuncture Clinic

443 Big Horn Street

Dr. Bill F. Hayes, DC

TRAVELERS 
WELCOME!

864-4044
Toll free: 

866 416-3477

Books    Gifts   Coffee  
espresso   Blended Coffee

fresh, on-site roasted Coffee
free Wifi

Open Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

downtown
thermopolis

864-3272

www.storytellerwyo.com
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Thinking of  relocating?
Once you’ve been to Thermopolis and Hot 

Springs County, you may find yourself wanting 
to come back; not just for a visit, but to make 
this friendly and unique area your home!

Rest assured, any one of our three successful 
real estate companies will be more than happy 
to welcome you into the area and assist you 
in finding a home at a price that will fit your 
budget. 

Whether you have your heart set on a little 
bungalow or you need plenty of space for a 
growing family, our real estate market has 
something for you. 

Hot Springs County has a broad range in 
our market. The median listing price is cur-
rently around $169,000. You can look at fixer 

uppers starting at $30,000 and up. High end 
homes, often with acreage, range anywhere 
from $319,000 to $675,000. If you’re looking 
to build your dream home, there are over 60 
lots currently available in Hot Springs County, 
ranging anywhere from around $20k up to over 
$300k depending on how much land you want.

The market in Thermopolis has continued to 
stay steady, even when the surrounding areas 
have slowed down significantly. There has been 
a seasonal decline in inventory in the last three 
to six months here in Thermopolis, but with 
spring, new listings are coming in weekly.  

With interest rates staying low and steady, 
this is the perfect time to find the view that is 
just right for you!

ThermopolisWyomingRealEstate.com
Residential • Commercial

Farm • Ranch • Recreational
Property Management • Rentals

  200 N. 6th Street
P.O. Box 590 • Thermopolis, WY 

82443 800-353-4558

pwest@rtconnect.net307-864-2192

WEST
REAL ESTATE

Serving Hot Springs County Since 1984.
Let our experience work for you.
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ArtStroll brings 
artists downtown
A walk through downtown Thermopolis on 

the evening of the second Friday of every month 
will give people of all ages the chance to revel in 
what art can bring to a community. The event 
now extends into Still Strolling Saturday the 
following day. 

Explore the variety of artist works available 
and share in a passion for the arts. Many busi-
nesses downtown have an artist working inside, 
showing off their various crafts. Swing by and 
see for yourself.

The ArtStroll is on the second Friday of every 
month from 5-8 p.m. The event continues on 
Saturday during regular business hours.

For more information about the ArtStroll, visit 
www.hsglf.org or find information on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/smokingwatersartguild.

To request a sample of the monthly stroll map/
guide, email gatherer@panix.com.

The Second Friday ArtStroll and Still Stroll-
ing Saturday are organized by Hot Springs 
Greater Learning Foundation and Smoking 
Waters Art Guild.

307-864-4663 
All offices independently owned and operated. 

All-Star, REALTORS® 

 

601 Broadway - Thermopolis 

Forrest Coleman-Weisz 
Broker Associate 

Owner 
Jody Coleman 

Broker Associate 
Tiffany Bruce 

Sales Associate 
Buddy Rangel 

Sales Associate 

Whether you’re buying or selling, call the 
local Real Estate Experts at RE/MAX! 

www.RemaxAllStarRealtors.com     www.ThermopolisWyomingHomesForSale.com 
    www.Remax.com     www.Zillow.com     www.Realtor.com     www.JodyColeman.com       

www.Facebook.com/RemaxAllStarRealtors 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Benge Brown 
Sales Associate 

VISITOR  INFORMATION AVAILABLE! 

FULL COLOR REAL ESTATE GUIDE! 
Serving Hot Springs, Washakie, Big Horn & Fremont Counties. 

Mark Manig 
Broker

Kerri Manig 
Associate Broker

When it comes to Buying 
or Selling your Home, 

307-864-2252

508 ARAPAHOE, Thermopolis, WY

www.roundtoprealestate.net
roundtoprealestate@rtconnect.net

Who You
Work With 

MATTERS
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A youngster nurses as his mother and a bull buffalo graze on the emerging green grasses 
in Hot Springs State Park.

The Hot Springs County Fairgrounds is the 
venue twice yearly for the world renowned 
WYO Quarter Horse sales.

Each May and September, Bill and Carole 
Smith hold the quarter horse sale, which brings 
in buyers from all 50 states as well as overseas.

Featuring a variety of geldings, started 
2-year-olds, yearlings and weanlings, WYO 
Quarter Horses are known as some of the best 
in the country. Photos and summaries of each 
of the animals in the spring and fall sales are 
viewable online at http://www.wyohorses.com.

Quarter Horse sales held twice each year

We Offer:
• emergency service
• medicine & surgery
• Lab & X-ray services
• Animal Pharmacy
• Boarding

Hot Springs 
Veterinary Clinic, PC

827 S. 6th St. • 307-864-5553

The Thermopolis-Hot Springs Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitor’s Center is here to help, 
so don’t hesitate to stop in. 

Whether booking a convention, looking for a 
relaxing way to enjoy a weekend or just passing 
through town wondering how to spend the day, 
the Chamber of Commerce, open seven days 
a week, has an office full of information and 
smiling faces to point you in the right direction. 

The office is located at 220 Park St. at the 
entrance to Hot Springs State Park, just across 
U.S. Highway 20 from the state park office. In 
addition to information such as visitor guides, 
brochures, calendars and maps of local, re-
gional and statewide attractions, the chamber 
has maps for ATV roads and scenic drives.

If you are inclined toward natural healing 
and therapeutic relaxation, a spa guide will 

Questions? Chamber has the answers
direct you to local salons, fitness centers and 
retreats. 

Visit www.thermopolischamber.org for more 
information.  
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Along the north and east town limits of Ther-
mopolis in Hot Springs State Park roams one 
of the classic vestiges of the Old West — bison. 
The first bison was introduced in 1916 with a 
bull from Yellowstone National Park along with 
cows from Kansas.  

The main herd of adult bulls, cows and calves 
wanders a large range east of the developed area 
of the state park on the east edge of Thermopolis. 

Another satellite herd is located along the 
north edge of Thermopolis on the west side of 
U.S. Highway 20. The range is mostly atop T-
Hill, overlooking the golf course.  

Roads looping through the pasture offer 
sightseers a close-up look at the herd. 

The herd size varies seasonally with newborn 
calves, pasture conditions and sales to other 
historic herds. 

People viewing the main herd are warned to 
stay inside their vehicles and not get too close. 
Remember: The buffalo are wild and dangerous. 
Please do not approach them.

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day, get a close up of 

State Park: Where the buffalo roam
the herd by meeting the feed truck 
at 8 a.m. at Smoky Row Cemetery.

For details, visit the park office at 
50 Highway 20 N. or call 864-2176.

Dating back to the 1890s is Old Smoky Row 
Cemetery in Hot Springs State Park.

Seated in a gulch east of the Star Plunge, 
Smoky Row was living quarters for the hot 
springs’ earliest Western visitors. They 
camped in crude stone-front dugouts carved 
into the hillside. Among those buried there are:

•Mollie Koshear, who slipped over the falls 
into the river below the hot springs while plac-
ing articles under the falls to be coated;

•Augernose Jane, one of the characters 
along Smoky Row;

•Jack Berry, old soldier and mail carrier 
from Embar to Torrey, who dove into the first 
swimming pool and was killed; and

•A nameless woman, described as being 
very large.

Smoky Row Cemetery

 Buffalo Hides 
  Fur Hats & Mittens
  Fur Coats & Vests

Merlin’s Hide Out

Merlin’s Hide Out 
is an authentic tannery 

and gift shop.
Stop by for a tour and  
try on a buffalo beard!

Open 
Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Open Sundays May - Sept.)

  One of
  a Kind
Items!

Great
Gift Ideas!

  Variety of Fur Pelts 
& Much More

626 Richards Street
Thermopolis, WY 82443

855-826-2833
info@merlinshideout.com

merlinshideout.com



32 Thermopolis Hot Springs Visitor Guide Thermopolis Hot Springs Visitor Guide 33

Your Vacation Headquarters
Whether you're  passing through
or a local resident, the Days Inn
has a variety of  recreational
activities for you and
your family.

Located in Hot Springs 
State Park

Athletic Club & Spa
Racquetball. Two exercise 
rooms. Treadmills, Stair-
Stepper, NordicTrack. Weight 
machines.  Free weights. 
Pr ivate mineral  hot  tub 
room. Mineral steam cave, 
dry sauna, private mineral 
soaking tubs.

Big Game Collection
Over 100 trophies from around 
the World, including Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 
Alaska and the United States.

Outdoor Hot Mineral Jacuzzi
102º, open year round. Adjacent 
to seasonal Fresh Water Pool.

Massage
Certified Massage Therapist 
offers a combination of firm 
pressure, Swedish, Shiatsu 
and acupressure massage 
techniques to help relieve 
pain, improve circulation, 
increase relaxation and aid 
in general wellness. Reiki 
combined with massage 
frees the unbalanced natural 
energy flows of the body..          

Our Menu has a wide variety of Steaks, Seafood, Buffalo, Salads, 
Appetizers, Sandwiches, and our Chef's Nightly Special. Cozy up to two 
Large Fireplaces in the winter. Dine outside on our Patio in the summer.

Restaurant 
and Lounge

Days Inn, located in beautiful Hot Springs State Park,
115 E. Park Street • Thermopolis, WY 82443

307-864-3131 • 1-800-DAYS INN
www.thermopolisdaysinn.com

Hot Springs Convention Center

Weddings • Receptions
Family Reunions • Birthdays

Meetings • Conventions
Or Just a Celebration!

Packages & Discount Rates Available

Come in and see our big game trophy and photo display!
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Days Inn’s restaurant is called the Safari 
Club, and after just one step inside the Park 
Street facility, there’s no question as to why.

The walls are a variable Noah’s Ark of 
wildlife. And not all the mounted game once 
walked, flew or swam. 

Many of the  mounts are duplicates – crafted 
from measurements and photos of tranquil-
ized animals. 

Owner Jim Mills and others used an archery 
shoot-and-release technique. An endangered 
rhinoceros in Namibia, for example, was shot 

by Mills with a bow that featured a dart-
holding vial screwed onto the business end 
of the arrow. 

The animal was treated, measured, photo-
graphed and released alive. The mount in the 
Safari Club is an exact duplicate.

The elephant Mills darted in South Af-
rica won’t be replicated because the tusks of 
elephants he took in 1961 and ten years ago 
already are on display. 

Mills and trackers followed it a mile before 
the elephant was drowsy enough to dart again. 

Amazing hunting and fishing animal display

Your Framing & Gaming Store!
Made in Wyoming

Made in Thermopolis

One stop shopping for:
Laser Engraving/Personalizing, 

all your Arts and Crafts Supplies, 
Magic the Gathering/WarHammer, 

One More Spin Recycled 
 Record Clocks 

And all your Framing Needs!

541 Broadway 
3017-864-4011

www.flyingeaglegallery.com

Bighorn River: Where fishing abounds
Do the math: Thirteen miles of river 

multiplied by 10 access sites times three 
varieties of trout equals endless possibili-
ties for anglers fishing the Bighorn River.

Along the Thermopolis portion of the river 
, anglers often reel in brown, rainbow and 
cutthroat trout and ling. 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
has 13 miles of stream easements with 10 
fishing access sites along the Bighorn River 
near Thermopolis.

They include:
•Wedding of the Waters: Handicapped-

accessible concrete boat ramp and dock, 
comfort station, interpretive site.

•Wyoming Department of Transporta-
tion Maintenance Facility: South edge of 
Thermopolis on U.S. Highway 20. Park on 
southwest edge of fence by G&F sign and 
follow short trail east along fence. 

•Eighth Street Bridge: Gravel boat ramp.
•Broadway Bridge: Play area, primitive 

boat ramp.
•Terraces: State Park, handicapped-

accessible boat ramp, parking, toilets.
•Kirby Ditch: From State Park swimming 

pools, travel three miles north on East River 
Road (#8).

•McCarthy: Same route, only 3.5 miles.
•Wakely: North of Thermopolis on U.S. 

Highway 20 at mile marker 137.3. Drive 0.6 
mile east on Shaffer Drive, then 0.4 mile 
south. Concrete ramp, comfort station.

•Shaffer: Same direction, only at mile 
marker 138. Drive east, then north on Sun-
nyside Lane (#27) for one mile. Comfort 
station.

•Longwell: Located 0.7 mile past the 

Shaffer access through Longwell Ranch. 
Concrete ramp.

•Marino: Seven miles north of Thermop
olis on U.S. Highway 20. Take Black Moun-
tain Highway (#172) east 0.6 mile. Turn 
south onto dirt road and follow it for 0.2 mile.

•Skelton: Continue east on Black Moun-
tain Highway across river to Skelton Road 
(#21). Drive north 1.1 miles. Primitive dirt 
ramp, comfort station.

•Sorensen: Just past Skelton turnoff.
Approximate float times are 3-6 hours 

from Wedding of the Waters at the mouth 
of Wind River Canyon to Hot Springs State 
Park; four hours from there to Wakely; or 
4.5 hours from there to Skelton. 

There are nine additional public access 
areas between Worland and Bighorn Lake 
at the north end of the Big Horn Basin.

The northern portion of the Bighorn River 
is dominated by sauger, walleye, channel 
catfish and brown trout.

Public access maps: http://gf.state.wy.us. 
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A bow with a specially tipped arrow was used by 
Jim Mills to take this elephant, which was released 
after being examined. A duplicate of a rhinoceros 
Mills took the same way is on display in the Safari 
Lounge at Days Inn.

a ‘don’t miss’ family attraction at Safari Club
It went down in three to four 

minutes, allowing the trackers 
to put salve on its eyes and a stick 
in its trunk to aid breathing. 
  A veterinarian, who had been sum-
moned when they got close to the 
elephant, exam-
ined it and took 
a blood sample. 
Mills snapped a 
photo.
  About a minute 
later, an antidote 
was administered 
and the elephant went on its way. 

Mills said the animal was 20 to 25 
years old and about the same size as 
others he had taken. 

He has harvested about 85 percent 
of the animals on display. Others 
were taken by his father, Lyle; wife, 
Tuck; and daughter, Mary. 

He has hunted and fished 
“everywhere except the North Pole 
and South Pole.”

Paintbrush Inn

www.paintbrushinn.com

3 State of the Art Handicap Rooms!
605 S. 6th Street

Thermopolis, WY 82443
307-864-3155

All Rooms have Microwave, Coffee Pot & Fridge 
Some Kitchenettes

Cable • HD Flat Screen TVs • Free WiFi

(Reservations Only)
Toll Free 1-877-621-7811

Free 

Wi-Fi

307-864-3221
111 N. 5th St.
Thermopolis

In a hurry?  
Call ahead for take out. 

Open 7am - 3pm
7 days a week

Also Open Fridays & Saturdays 
5-8 pm

Featuring: Buffalo Burgers
Homemade Pies & Soups

Serving Breakfast  
& Lunch All Day

Family owned and operated

517 Broadway • Thermopolis
Thurs.-Sat. 10-5 • 921-8540

Hazel n Pearl’s
Downtown

Reinvented Rubbish...
refurbished furniture, creative 
castoffs and all things vintage.
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Of all the outlaws that traveled the West, 
none are more famous than Butch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid, along with their co-
horts, the Hole-in-the-Wall Gang.

Their history in Hot Springs County is 
colorful and visitors to the Hot Springs 
County Museum and Cultural Center have 
the opportunity to “belly up to the bar” at 
the original bar from the Hole-in-the-Wall 
Saloon.

Crafted in Ireland in the late 1800s from 

solid cherry wood harvested in New York 
State, the bar was one of three created for 
the 1904 World’s Fair in Chicago.

After the fair, the bar traveled by stage 
to Thermopolis to Tom Skinner’s bar where 
the Hole-in-the-Wall Gang drank beer and 
sipped whiskey alongside locals.

Historians hint that Skinner actually hid 
money for the gang in his personal safe so 
they wouldn’t be caught by the law with large 
amounts of cash on them.

This spectacular bar comes from the Hole-in-the-Wall Saloon frequented by Butch Cassidy 
and the Wild Bunch.

Stop! It’s the Hole-in-the-Wall bar

Take the Scenic Route through Wind River Canyon
The Wind River Canyon Scenic Byway begins in Hot Springs State Park at the north edge 

of Thermop and continues to Shoshoni.
Drive south through the Thermopolis valley past the Wedding of the Waters, where the 

placid blue Bighorn River becomes the wild Wind River. Follow the river upstream through 
the stunning Wind River Canyon and the east end of the Wind River Indian Reservation. At 
the south end of the canyon, the scenic byway passes through three tunnels and opens into 
Boysen State Park with its broad dam. 

The final third of the byway loops around the east side of the lake to Shoshoni. 
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Thrilling whitewater trips
tame the wild Wind River

The first thing most 
people think about when 
they see the blue-green 
water churn into boiling 
whitewater rapids for 
the first time is floating 
or kayaking through 
spectacular Wind River 
Canyon.

That hasn’t always 
been possible, since the 
canyon is within the 
boundaries of the Wind 
River Indian Reserva-
tion. 

However, a franchise 
has been granted by tribal 
officials to Pete and Dar-
ren Calhoun’s Wind River 
Canyon Whitewater to guide raft trips along 
the mighty Wind River. 

The trips have turned into another major 
attraction for Thermopolis-Hot Springs visi-
tors and residents.

Part of the reason for the popularity of 
the floats is the calm water which allows 
you to enjoy the unparalleled beauty of the 
geological timetable that is Wind River Can-
yon, mixed with the churning excitement of 
the rapids. 

The names tell the story: 1st Dam Rapids, 
Black Coal, Sharpnose Chute, Sphincter, Pin 
Canyon Falls, Screamin’ Lizard, Sacajawea 
Straits and Washakie Falls. The difficulty 
ratings of the sections of rapids vary from 
small, Class I rapids to classes III and IV, 
depending on the river’s flow.

There is a full selection of trips: short and 
long, whitewater or calm, overnight and even 
some with fishing. Safety is stressed, and the 
latest in equipment is provided. 

The Calhouns are also authorized to issue 
tribal fishing permits to individuals and have 
a fly shop to service the general public.

A bonus offering is guided fly fishing trips 
in the canyon and on the Big Horn River. 

Wind River Canyon Whitewater’s rafting 
season lasts roughly from Memorial Day 
to Labor Day. Catering to special groups is 
stressed by the Calhouns.  

Call 864-9343 or 888-246-9343  year round 
for information.

Thrills, and possibly spills, are part of the fun of a whitewater 
raft trip in the canyon.

Owner:
Beth Benavidez

Full
  Service 
Salon

Cuts, Styles, Perms,
 Colors, Hair Care, Nails,
  Pedicure Spa with Foot Massage,
   Hair Care Products
     & Waxing 

215 N. 5th 864-9355
WALK-INS WELCOME

Beth

Kelly

Jerah

Jolena

For all your family’s hair & nail care needs. 
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Health care and more right
Thermopolis and Hot Springs County are fortu-

nate to have a variety of physicians and medical 
professionals.

In a time when many small communities are 
forced to do without doctors or hospital facilities, 
we have a large, dedicated group of individuals 
with expertise and vision to take us into the future 
of health care.

Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital is a 
“Critical Access” Hospital in Hot Springs County.

HSCMH provides for its community: general and 
orthopedic surgery including total joint replace-
ment, diagnostic imaging which boasts a state of the 
art low-dose radiation 64-slice CT scanner, digital 
mammography, nuclear medicine, a PAC system 
which allows relaying clear images instantly to 
surgeons, cardiopulmonary services, OB services, 
pain management, chemotherapy administration, 
wound care and laboratory services which offers af-
fordable “Lab Well” services without appointments 
every Tuesday, 7-10 a.m. The hospital also has a 
state of the art 1.5 tesla, 48 channel MRI offering 
bigger, better, and faster scans. And new for 2018, 
they have a high-resolution ultra-sound that does 
2D, 3D, and 4D images.

HSCMH also provides 24/7 emergency room 
care. Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital also 

hosts specialty clinics on a regular basis providing 
cardiology, orthopedics, oncology, urology, derma-
tology, surgical consults and ophthalmology care 
provided by visiting specialists. We also added our 
pain clinic last year. This clinic is held with Ryan 
Shedd, MSNA, CRNA, NSPM-C. Ryan is 1 of 15 
CRNA’s nationally to hold dual Board Certification 
in Anesthesia and Non-Surgical Pain Management. 

The clinics are held on an almost daily basis, al-
lowing patients to see their specialist locally rather 
than having to travel out of town – a convenience, 
especially in the tricky winter months in Wyoming.

With the passing of the hospital district initia-
tive and the one percent special purpose sales and 
use excise tax in the 2016 election, staff is busy 
planning for the 34,000 square foot addition and 
renovation to the hospital.

Across the street from the hospital is Red Rock 
Family Practice, housing three local physicians: Dr. 
Travis Bomengen, Dr. Jason Weyer and Dr. Hallie 
Bischoff, as well as a certified physician assistant, 
Ellen Reynolds, and family nurse practitioner, Lin-
sey Brooks. Physician’s Assistant, Colleen Hanson, 
is also the HSCMH’s hospitalist and emergency 
room midlevel provider.

Adjacent to the hospital you will find Gottsche 
Rehabilitation and Wellness Center, a facility that 

Open 
7 Days 
a Week

600 South 6th • 864-3112 

Check out our great prices!
We’ve got everything you need!

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Permits
Reservation Permits • Ammo

Send & Receive MoneyGrams

Check out 
our deLi for 
that quick 

meal!

Freshest meat and produce in town.
We grind our burger fresh every day.

Great Selection of your favorite brands.

Lottery Tickets!
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has been dedicated to improving health for several 
decades. Services available at Gottsche include 
physical and occupational therapy, including dry 
needling, along with counseling services. Massage 
services are also available, and there is a wellness 
area in the lower level. In addition to regular staff, 
Gottsche is also a location for visiting doctors.

Next door to the hospital, patients can find the 
office of Dr. Vernon Miller, a well-known surgeon.

Our local optometrist is Dana McDermott, O.D., 
who owns Thermopolis EyeCare.

Two dentists are available at Paintbrush Den-
tal – Dr. Leif Polson and Dr. Will Robinson. The 
duo can handle anything from family dentistry to 
wisdom tooth extractions under sedation, as well 
as implants and hospital procedures.

Chiropractic services are at your disposal with 

two practices in the county. Jeffrey Myers, D.C., 
operates Myers Chiropractic, and Dr. Bill Hayes, 
D.C. has Thermopolis Chiropractic and Acupunc-
ture Clinic.

Health in the home is available through Com-
munity Home Health Services, which can help you 
recover from surgery or illness in the comfort of 
your home by providing visiting nurses, CNAs, and 
therapy services. They are located at 717 Broadway 
but cover Hot Springs and Washakie counties.

Counseling and mental health services are 
available in Hot Springs County at Well Spring 
Counseling Service, Wisdom Tree Consultation 
and Counseling Services and Kathy Smith Neuro-
biofeedback. TLC Counseling provides faith-based 
mental health and substance abuse counseling and 
DUI education.

here in Hot Springs County

Several certified massage therapists prac-
tice in Thermopolis including Sue McCann  
and Jennifer Jacobson (Days Inn), Val Cur-
ley (Gottsche Rehabilitation and Wellness 
Center) and independent therapist Colleen 
Andretti, L.M.T., C.M.T. Marion Burr-Bish-
op is a certified aquatic massage (Watsu) 
therapist who works with TePee Spa.

Nature’s Corner and the Crow Bar provide 
the community with a long list of products 
aimed at alternative medicines that include 
vitamin supplements and minerals as well 
as herbal remedies.

To help keep you healthy they also provide 
a good selection of whole foods and unpro-
cessed selections as well as healthy lunch 
items and drinks available at the Crow Bar.

To enhance your wellness routine, Days 

Inn and Gottsche Rehabilitation and Well-
ness Center provide exercise equipment, and 
Gottsche has classes, to keep you as healthy 
as possible. 

Star Plunge also has exercise equipment 
available.

Massage, physical therapy services offered

There are a number of licensed massage 
therapists in Hot Springs County.

901 Shoshoni • 864-5533
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30 • Sat. 7:30-Noon

Owl Lumber
Lumber • Building Supplies

Paints • Hardware

• Decking
• Flooring
• Cabinets
• Plumbing
• Electrical 
• Countertops
• Doors & Windows

Your

Dealer

 The Best  
“Little” Lumber   
 & Hardware 
 Store in 
 Town!
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Secure on the Swinging Bridge, spectators look for fish and turtles in the Big Horn River.

         C-Store
Open  Mon. - Fri. 5 am - 9 pm 

Sat. & Sun. 6 am - 9 pm
	 • Food 
 • Fuel 
 • Showers  
 • Snacks
 • Propane
 • rV Dump

Exxon Southside
307-864-3108 • U.S. Highway 20 South • thermopolis
TRAVEL CENTER
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Many years ago, Na-
tive Americans slept 
curled beneath the 
deep fur hides of buf-
falo, wrapping them-
selves up in them to 
ward off the bitter cold 
of a Wyoming winter. 
Today, their soft, rich 
texture can add a touch 
of the Old West to any 
room.

The art of tanning 
buffalo robes lives on 
at Merlin’s Hide Out in 
Thermopolis.

Tanning hundreds 
of different hides each 
year, owner Merlin 
Heinze takes pride 
in keeping a personal 
touch with every piece 
that passes through his 
hands.

In 2015, Merlin’s be-
came “Hollywood famous,” as  Courtney 
Hoffman, costume designer for “The Hateful 
Eight,” requested eight coats for the movie. 
The coat worn by actor Kurt Russell became 
known on the set as “The Big Boy,” and direc-
tor Quentin Tarantino considers it one of the 
more iconic parts of the movie.

There are several steps involved in tanning 
the perfect buffalo robe, and each of those 
steps are done by hand, personally overseen 
by Merlin, to create a unique, premium piece 
that will last for generations.

Harvested in the peak of winter, Merlin’s 
buffalo robes are thick and luxuriously soft, 

Visitors to Merlin’s Hide Out at its location on Richards Street in 
Thermopolis will find a nice variety of beautiful hides.

Merlin’s Hide Out a ‘must see’ treasure

Do you feel daring? Want the best possible 
view of the Rainbow Terraces and wildlife in 
the Big Horn River? Cross the Swinging Bridge 
in Hot Springs State Park.

The Wyoming landmark has thrilled tens of 
thousands with its unique view of the blue-green 
river, terraces, fish, waterfowl, turtles, buffalo, 
deer and even trains. The first bridge spanned 
the river in 1916. While the earlier bridges had 
their dangers, there has never been a reported 
accident on the current bridge. North Dakota 

National Guard engineering units built it.
The bridge was originally used to cross the 

river from a hospital near the highway to the 
terraces, Big Spring and swimming and soak-
ing facilities. It may be reached via special 
walkways across the cooling ponds and is ac-
tually the start of the Riverside Walkway that 
meanders through the park to just below the 
Dinosaur Center.

Extinct geyser cones are visible on the west 
side of the bridge.

Swinging Bridge spans river gorge

with natural variations in color indicative of 
the native plains animal.

In addition to buffalo robes, you will find a 
wide range of fur and leather items, includ-
ing fur mittens and hats along with a variety 
of new creations.

Tours are available which allow the visitor 
to experience the tanning process firsthand 
as well as see the care taken in each hand-
crafted item for sale in the show room.

Visit Merlin’s Hide Out on the web at 
www.merlinshideout.com or for more in-
formation about a tour of the facility, call 
307-864-3657.
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Swim, shade, sun and a spectacular view await visitors to the swimming beach, located on 
Boysen Reservoir, just above Boysen Dam. The miles of shoreline on the giant lake offer 
camping areas and many other beaches for boaters, fishermen and waterskiers. A marina and 
two full-service campgrounds with play areas and many facilities are also above the dam.

above the tunnels on U.S. Highway 20, the 
Wind River Canyon Scenic Byway.

Below the dam along the Wind River are 
two shaded campgrounds, which feature 
individual and group units. On the east side 
of Boysen Reservoir is the popular Tough 
Creek campground.

There are summer and winter events 
at Boysen, including a winter carnival ice 
fishing derby. Those who are only going to 

Boysen Marina may 
enter the park with-
out charge. 

Fees to use other 
areas are paid at 
log booths near the 
main east and west 
entrances, or at toll 
sites on other roads. 
A small fee is charged 
for resident and non-
resident day passes. 

Spectacular and spacious, Boysen Res-
ervoir and Boysen State Park are located 
less than 20 minutes south of Thermopolis.

The state operates Boysen State Park, 
maintaining campgrounds, picnic areas, 
boat ramps, docks and restrooms, and leases 
out a marina. 

Recreational uses include fishing, boating, 
sports-sailing and waterskiing. There is a 
public swimming beach near the northeast 
entrance to the wide-
spread park.

An earth - f i l l ed , 
1,100-foot long, 230-
foot high dam cre-
ated the lake at the 
south edge of Wind 
River Canyon in 1951. 
Behind the dam are 
the blue-green waters 
of Boysen Reservoir.  
Boysen Dam is just  

Boysen State Park offers waterskiing,
marina, year-round fishing and more

Enjoy waterskiing on Boysen Reservoir!



Small towns love to celebrate, and friendly guests 
are always welcome! Take time out to join us and 
find out what we’re really like. Here are some ac-
tivities planned this summer:

• May 26-27 - 3 on 3 basketball. Fun for the entire 
family with competition for all ages.

•June 9 - Smoking Waters Golf Tournament.
• June 16-17 - Annual Hot Spot Car Rally in 

Hot Springs State Park. Come see the classics, and 
enjoy the food and the music.

• June 22-23  - Thermopolis Cowboy Rendez-
vous. Featuring a pack horse race, PRCA Rodeo, 
pancake breakfast, parade and entertainment

• July 4 - Come sit in Hot Springs State Park and 
enjoy the fireworks! It starts at dark. Bring a blanket 
to sit on; evenings can be a wee bit cool.

• July 14 - Rick Phipps Memorial Concert.
• July 28 - Youth horse show at the fairgrounds.
• July 30-August 3 - Hot Springs County Fair.
• Aug. 4-5 - Gift of the Waters Pageant Days in 

Hot Springs State Park. One of our longest tradition-
al performances tells how the hot springs were given 
to the state by the Eastern Shoshone and Northern 
Arapaho tribes from the Wind River Reservation. 
Native American performances, arts and artisans.
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There’s a lot to do in Thermopolis

• Aug. 4-5- Big Horn Basin Folk Festival. A 
new event in 2015 featuring live music, dem-
onstrations and more in Hot Springs State Park.

• Aug. 18 – Demolition Derby. An evening of 
bashing, crashing family fun, at the Hot Springs 
County Fairgrounds.

• October 6 - Octobrewfest.
There is always something going on in Hot 

Springs County.
• Attend the 2nd Friday ArtStroll downtown or 

the 2nd Saturday stroll featuring craftsmen and 
artisans, both local and regional, in our down-
town businesses. 

• Watch a leather worker fashioning belts, 
purses or even a chair at White Horse Country 
Store.

• See how a knife is forged and shaped at Wes 
Whipple’s Knife Forge.

• Check out live sheep and demonstrations 
of spinning, dyeing and felting fleece at Lucy’s 
Sheep Camp.

• Tour a whiskey distillery at Wyoming Whis-
key in nearby Kirby.

• Hunt down Merlin’s Hide Out. You never 
know what Merlin might be working on – it could 
be a fox cap with ear flaps, a leather coat or a 
pair of buffalo mittens.

• See one of the world’s oldest Native Ameri-
can petroglyph (carved rock) sites at Legend 
Rock. Hundreds of artworks carved in the walls. 
Pick up a key and get directions at the Hot 
Springs State Park Bath House or Chamber of 
Commerce. It’s a 30-mile drive, but well worth 
it. Take plenty of water to drink.

• And don’t forget to check out the downtown 
stores. Many carry handcrafted items from our 
local artisans – everything from button bracelets 
to quilts to baskets and pottery.

Expect thrills and bangs at the Demo Derby.

Mon.-Wed.: 7 p.m. adults
Sat.: 10 a.m. weapons

Other classes upon request

Reggie Reid
Chief Instructor

4th Degree Black Belt

Cell: (307) 480-0011

of Thermopolis

 First week FREE 
Call for more information!

Stretch & Exercise, Learn Self-Defense using 
Circular & Fluid Movements, 

Develop Discipline & Self-Confidence 

Facebook: CowboyAikido
thermopolisaikido@att.net

www.thermopolisaikido.com
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The Thermopolis Golf Course on Airport 
Hill north of town offers nine challenging 
holes in the shadow of red and rocky Round-
top Mountain. 

The course serves up some unique hazards: 
deer, yellow-bellied marmots, rabbits, fox and 
other animals are routine visitors. 

The resident golf pro Donnie Bjorhus offers 
lessons and will be happy to give you a few 
tips on this challenging course. 

The course features a putting green and 
driving range, and the pro shop offers a com-
plete line of accessories and equipment. Cart 

rentals are also available. 
Adjacent to the pro shop is Stones Throw 

Restaurant and Bar, perfect for a meal or 
drink after a round of golf. 

Rates for the 2018 spring, summer and fall 
seasons are $17 for nine holes, $25 for nine 
holes and a cart and $26 for 18 holes, $40 
with 18 holes and cart rental. 

May hours for The Thermopolis Golf Course 
will be 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. Beginning in June, the 
hours will extend to 7 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. for 
summer months. For more information about 
the course, call the Pro Shop at 864-5294. 

Putt, drive or ace
Roundtop and other colorful mountains provide a spectacular backdrop to the Thermopolis 
Golf Course, located just above town on Airport Hill.                
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One of three complete (and 12 known) 
Archaeopteryx fossils in the world, called 
“The Thermopolis Specimen,” is on display 
at the Wyoming Dinosaur Center.

The quality of the 150 million-year-
old fossil puts 
the museum in 
a league with 
much larger , 
more  pres t i -
gious museums 
in London and 
Berlin, where 
the other two 
complete  Ar-
c h a e o p t e r y x 
fossils are cur-
rently located.  

The Archae-
opteryx, a bird-
like dinosaur 
about the size 
of  a  magpie , 
with wings that 
resemble mod-
ern-day birds, 
lived during the 
Jurassic period 
and represents 
the first evi-
dence of feath-
ers in the fossil 
record. Scien-
tists commonly 
accept Archae-
opteryx fossils 
as evidence that 
m o d e r n - d a y 
birds evolved 
from dinosaurs.

More than 
just beautiful 
impressions of 
long-gone feathers, recent discoveries 
have shown the fossil contains remnants 
of the feathers’ soft tissue. Scientists found 
phosphorus along the main shaft of the 
feathers in the fossil; amazing chemistry 
preservation for 150 million years. Scans 
also revealed that, like modern birds, Ar-
chaeopteryx had concentrated zinc in its 
bones. Copper and zinc are key nutrients 

for living birds, and their presence in the 
fossil bones shows the evolutionary link 
with dinosaurs.  

The specimen has an especially well-
preserved skull that gives scientists a top 

view of the animal’s head for the first time. 
The feet of the Thermopolis specimen, pre-
served in front view, show Archaeopteryx 
had the same kind of bones in the ankle 
as other birdlike, meat-eating dinosaurs.  

The fossil was found in the Solnhofen 
limestone deposits in Bavaria, Germany, 
and was sold to an unnamed benefactor, 
who then loaned the specimen to the WDC.

Having the only Archaeopteryx fossil in North America puts the Wyoming 
Dinosaur Center in a league with museums in London and Berlin.

The Thermopolis Specimen
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West of Thermopolis lies Legend Rock 
Petroglyph Site – one of the world’s most 
impressive displays of petroglyphs.

Hundreds of yards of sandstone cliffs are 
adorned with rock art, from recognizable 
thunderbirds and elk to mysterious figures 
wearing horned headdresses.

Extra security precautions have been added 
at the site to discourage vandalism. Recently, 
a land donation was received from Richard 
Wagner. Working with the Archaeological 
Conservancy, Wagner’s donation provides  
further protection of the site.

 An archaeological survey showed there 
are at least 283 glyphs on 92 rock panels. 
The oldest works date back 10,000 years; the 
newer ones were carved since the arrival of 
white men. 

To get to Legend Rock, take Highway 120 
from Thermopolis toward Meeteetse for 21 
miles. Watch for brown and white signs in-
dicating the turnoff at the second Hamilton 
Dome turnoff (Upper Cottonwood Creek) and 
drive west about five miles. 

At the intersection, continue west on the 
graveled Cottonwood Creek Road. Then 
turn left immediately after the second cattle 
guard. Follow that road to a “Y,” and stay 
left. Continue down the hill and around a 
curve to the site. 

From May to September, the site is open 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and a site host will be 
available at the interpretive center. No key 
is needed to visit the site during the summer 
months.

From October through April, visitors must 
obtain a key from Hot Springs State Park 
headquarters at 51 Highway 20 North, the 
Wyoming State Bath House or the Ther-
mopolis-Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce. 
Keys also are available at the Hot Springs 
County Museum and Cultural Center, the 
Meeteetse Visitor Center and Washakie 
County Museum.

Most of the petroglyphs are located up-
stream from the parking area and interpretive 
center. There is a restroom and interpretive 
center on site. Visitors are advised to bring 
their  own drinking water, sign the registra-
tion book  and not to wear sandals, flip-flops 
or other open-toed shoes. 

Legend rock
Where history is 

written on the walls

A visitor photographs three of the hundreds 
of pieces of prehistoric artwork at the Legend 
Rock Petroglyph Site northwest of Thermop-
olis. The site is administered by personnel 
from Hot Springs State Park.

Hot Springs County is home to a new 22 
million dollar airport located on Highway 120 
about 10 miles northwest of Thermopolis. Pri-
vate aircraft owners can fly into the airport.

Owl Creek Aviation is the FBO with a 
skilled mechanic on hand. 

County airport
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Read the Legend
as you color the symbols.

Legend of Bah-gue-wana

As told by Herman St. Clair
Chief of Shoshones

The Big Spring was known to the 
Shoshones as “Bah-gue-wana” or 
Smoking Waters. This spring was 
known to be the biggest spring in 
the four corners of our world. It 
has since proved to be the biggest 
mineral hot spring in the world.

The four corners of the world are 
symbolized by the yellow flying bird 
of the north, the green tree of the 
east, the red buffalo of the south 
and the white circle of purity for 
the west.

The yellow flying bird is symbolic 
of the migrating birds which came 
out of the north in the fall and went 
into the south in the spring.

The green tree of the east sym-
bolizes Mother Earth, from whom 
came much of their food.

The red buffalo symbolizes the 
red meat of the buffalo which was 
the staple food.

The white ball of the west stands 
for all that was pure, and, no doubt, 
there was some religious symbol-
ism here because the Indians did 
worship the sun to some extent, 
as the Sun Dance that is put on 
annually suggests.

Between these four corners of the earth is 
placed a cone made of 12 colored bars spaced 
with the bars of white. The first four colored 
bars are green, again the green bars stand 
for Mother Earth. This symbolized the pure 
water springing from Mother Earth. The 
number four means the water flowed for the 
four seasons.

Next came the four red bars spaced with 
white. They had the same meaning as the red 
buffalo that furnished the Indians with food, 
clothing and shelter.

The next four colored bars are yellow, spaced 
with the white of purity. These yellow lines 
symbolize that the birds used the water below 
the springs to stop on during their migrations 
because it never froze.

The red buffalo stands for the fact that the 
buffalo and other meat animals drank of the 

water and were very healthy as they still are 
here.

The blue smoke above the cone is symbolic 
of the smoking water from which it derived 
its Indian name Bah-gue-wana.

The cone shape of the spring denotes the 
belief, which later proved true, that the water 
came from deep in the earth and brought to 
the surface health-giving elements that can 
be transferred to man or animal to give him 
health and relief from pain. The warmth of 
the water signified it welled from the heart of 
the world as did the blood of an animal.

There is no doubt but that much religious 
significance was attached to this symbol.
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Full Service Bar
We can accommodate  
large groups, banquets
Call for information about  

our Murder Mystery Events.

120 E. Main Street, Kirby
(307) 864-3700

Summer Hours  
Wed. - Mon. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Closed Tuesdays

Winter Hours 
Wed. - Fri. 4 - 9 p.m. 

Sat. - Sun. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Closed Mon. & Tues.

Have you ever 
seen one of  the 
world’s largest dino-
saurs? 108 feet long, 
40 tons. The largest, 
most complete dino-
saur in the world. 
And it’s only a few 
minutes away from 
you . . .

Jimbo the Super-
saurus is Wyoming’s 
largest resident, 
Found in Douglas, 
Wyo. in 1995. This 
massive dinosaur 
lived 150 million years ago during the Late 
Jurassic Period, and is the largest long-necked 
dinosaur in North America . When it was alive, 
it would have been 108 feet long and weighed 
around 40 tons — as heavy as eight fully-grown 
elephants. But its brain was only the size of a 
golf ball — not very bright! With more than half 
of this giant’s skeleton unearthed (so far . . .) 
Jimbo is the largest, most complete dinosaur 

ever found. But it gets 
even more exciting . . .

In Summer 2018, 
a new species of di-
nosaur will be an-
nounced by the Wyo-
ming Dinosaur Cen-
ter. This new discov-
ery — the smallest 
dinosaur ever found 
in Wyoming — was 
buried only 10 cen-
timeters away from 
Jimbo! The biggest 
and smallest dino-
saurs in Wyoming. 

Buried together, for 150 million years.
You can see the real fossilized bones and 

complete replicas of both of these amazing di-
nosaurs, and many other dinosaurs from across 
the world, on display at the Wyoming Dinosaur 
Center — and you can plan your digging ad-
venture in the hills of Thermopolis! Search for 
bones of other massive dinosaurs by signing up 
for a Dig for a Day or Shovel Ready program.

View ‘Jimbo’ the Supersaurus at WDC

Jimbo is 106 feet long and weighed an estimated 
40 tons.

The small, black 
artwork at the end  

of some stories in this 
guide are reductions 
of the metal banners 

on the decorative light 
poles in Thermopolis. 
An original idea, they 

were chosen as  
alternatives to  
cloth banners. 

Light art
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Surrounding a 105mm howitzer at the Hot 
Springs County Museum at 700 Broadway 
are a series of statues designed to honor U.S. 
military veterans. Names of veterans are 
engraved on tiles at the base of the statues 
crafted by Carl Jensen of Wheatland, Wyo.

The Thermopolis Centennial statues in 
the 500 block of Broadway feature a cowboy, 
dismounted from his horse, sifting soil from 
one hand to another. They also are Jensen’s 
creations.

The theme, “From this soil comes the riches 
of the earth,” was inspired by the prosperity 
Hot Springs County has enjoyed from its ag-
riculture, minerals, wildlife and hot springs. 

A special silicone-bronze compound was 
used to enhance details like buttons and 
functional spurs. Acid washes created the 
varied shades for skin tones, clothing and 
leather. The statue of the man weighs 300 
pounds; the horse weighs 2,000 pounds. 
Brands from area ranches decorate the base.

The “Gift of the Smoking Waters” statue 
at the Wyoming Pioneer Home commemo-
rates the treaty signing that set aside Hot 
Springs State Park. It depicts Shoshone 
Chief Washakie, Arapaho Chief Sharp Nose 
and Indian inspector James McLaughlin. 

Gerald Shippen created the work in his 
studio near Riverton. The statue includes the 
verse: “Time will tell though, Of trust this 
treaty brought, Of peace their people sought, 
Of the gift this water brought.”

A bronze bobcat leaps to life in front of the 
high school at the entrance to the state park.

The statue is the creation of a former art 
teacher in Thermopolis, Deak Dollard, now 
at the Eagle Bronze Foundry in Lander. 

The Allosaurus skeleton statue near the 
traffic light was created by Larry Williams, 
known for his attention to detail.

It was commissioned by the Wyoming 
Dinosaur Center, along with the mini park 
surrounding it.

Recent additions to the state park might 
not be true statues, but they’re eye-catchers 
nonetheless. A climbing buffalo is located 
between the State Bath House and the Star 
Plunge. Just south of the Star Plunge is a 
lifelike Stegosaurus, a cooperative project 
with the Wyoming Dinosaur Center.

Every statue tells a story

The Gift of the Smoking Waters statue.

Capt. Michelle Aastrom was the model for the 
Air Force statue, one of four branches of the 
military featured in the Veterans Memorial 
in front of the Hot Springs County Museum.
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The only Medusaceratops on display in the 
world is at the Wyoming Dinosaur Center. 

For several years, WDC visitors had seen 
a relative of Triceratops quietly on display, 
with no name other than “Mary” on the sign 
because Mary represents a newly found spe-
cies of dinosaur. 

In January 2007, paleontologists writing 
in the journal Paleontology gave her a name: 
Albertaceratops nesmoi.

Albertaceratops means “horned face from 
Alberta.” The first (and most complete) skull 
was found in Alberta, Canada. 

Mary came from a bone bed in northern 
Montana, and after more study it was found 
this particular fossil had a unique frill and 
was named Medusaceratops.

At first glance you could mistake Mary for 
a slightly smaller specimen of Triceratops, 
but there are a number of differences. She 
has large brow-horns over her eyes like 
Triceratops, but she also has lots of horns 
sprouting from the frill at the back of her 
head. 

Other clues, like the holes in her frill, show 

she is a more primitive horned dinosaur than 
Triceratops. While the naming of a new di-
nosaur is exciting enough, Medusaceratops 
tells us a lot about the family relationships 
of the ceratopsians, or horned dinosaurs. 

There are two families of horned dinosaurs. 
Some, like Triceratops, have large brow horns 
over the eyes and smaller nose horns. 

The other group, Centrosaurines, evolved 
large nose horns and small brow horns. Since 
discovering this in the 1930s, scientists have 
wanted to know which group came first. 

Mary’s skeleton has large brow horns and 
a small nose horn, but in all other ways it 
looks like Mary should belong to the group 
with big nose horns. 

What’s going on? The answer is Medusac-
eratops is the most primitive member of 
the big nose-horn family. This tells us large 
brow horns came first, and only later (after 
splitting into two families) did one group 
of horned dinosaurs lose their eye horns in 
favor of their nose horn.

Stop in and see Mary at the WDC because 
you won’t see her anywhere else!

Mary, the only Medusaceratops on display in the world, at the Wyoming Dinosaur Center.

Learn Mary’s story, the only known 
Medusaceratops on display in the world
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Anchor Dam stores valuable irrigation water for Owl Creek northwest of Thermopolis.

There are some great loop drives around 
Hot Springs and neighboring counties. 

Some spectacular drives have gravel roads, 
but most can be covered by cars in good weath-
er. While none of the loop tours are marked, 
some drives to ask about include:

•Enjoy the National Forest on Upper Grass 
Creek. Go northwest on Wyo. 120 and turn 
west on Wyo. 171, then follow County Road 36.

•Cross the badlands between U.S. 20 and 
Wyo. 120. Follow Wyo. 431 along Gooseberry 
Creek and hike the Gooseberry Badlands tour 
site. Or wander one of several county roads 
along Cottonwood Creek or past Gebo.

•Go to Anchor Dam. Follow Wyo. 120 to 
Wyo. 170 up Owl Creek and return via County 
26 and 10 down Cottonwood Creek past the 
Legend Rock Petroglyph site. Return on Wyo. 
120.

•Follow the Black Mountain Road. Return 
by the Lost Cabin route to Moneta, following 
U.S. 20 to Shoshoni and Wind River Canyon. 
Or use County 6, the Buffalo Creek Road. Or 
return through Ten Sleep.

•Cross the majestic Bighorn Mountains 
twice. Go on U.S. 20 to Worland, then follow 
U.S. 16 west through Ten Sleep to Buffalo, 
returning through Sheridan to Lovell on U.S. 
14A or Greybull on U.S. 14. 

•Travel to Shoshoni and Moneta via U.S. 
20, south to the Castle Gardens petroglyphs 
and Gas Hills, west to Riverton on Wyo. 136. 
Return to Shoshoni on U.S. 20/26.

•Big Horn Basin Museum loop. Start with 
the Thermopolis offerings: the Wyoming 
Dinosaur Center and Dig Sites and the Hot 
Springs County Historical Museum. Then go 
northwest on Wyo. 120 to Meeteetse and its 
fine museums. The world-famous Buffalo Bill 
Historical Center is in Cody, just 33 miles 
north of Meeteetse. Then follow either U.S. 
14A to Powell for its museum and Lovell with 
its National Park Service Bighorn Canyon 
Visitor Center or U.S. 14 to Greybull and its 
museum. 

Then follow U.S. 20 back to Wor-
land and its museum, which is just 
35 miles north of Thermopolis. 

Loop tours: Forest, Anchor Dam, 
Moneta, Big Horns and museums
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An event that has grown in popularity 
over the past few years is the Chuck Mead 
Memorial Packhorse Race.

Begun in 2014, the event started as 
something to add to the experience at the 
annual PRCA Cowboy Rendezvous Rodeo. 
The race is named for local Chuck Mead, 
who passed away on Dec. 18, 2002. Mead 
was actively involved in the community, 
and grew up hunting and packing.

Though starting out as a race, the event 
has since become a scramble, in which 
competitors have to first round up their 
animals before loading their packs. Teams 
consist of two riders, two riding animals 
and one pack animal. All three animals 
must be caught and saddled before leaving 
the staging area.

Each team must also pack a foam cooler 
containing a tin can with marbles, a bedroll, 

a Dutch oven, six cans of food, a propane 
tank, a dozen fresh eggs in a store carton, 
pots and pans, a rubber bucket, a shovel 
and three gallons of water.

After the packing, each rider takes a turn 
leading the pack animal through a variety 
of obstacles. These include a bridge, a “for-
est” made of foam trees, a log crossing a 
dead end and a switchback trail. The riders 
don’t just get to stay in the saddle though, 
as in the middle of the course they must 
also hop off, saw a log and get back up 
while maintaining control of their animals.

Depending on how skittish an animal is 
or how fast the rider chooses to go, it’s not 
uncommon to see items from the pack drop 
out or even an egg or two come flying loose.

This year’s scramble begins at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 23, so come on down for the 
fairgrounds and check out the fun! 

A wild time at the pack horse scramble
Chuck Mead Memorial Packhorse Race competitors go through a variety of obstacles.

Tyler Stockton photo
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Spectators at the Thermopolis Cowboy Rendezvous PRCA rodeo will be treated to spills 
and thrills.

Thermopolis Cowboy Rendezvous PRCA Rodeo
Thermopolis gets wild and western the fourth 

weekend in June during the Thermopolis Cowboy 
Rendezvous PRCA (Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association) Rodeo.

The Thermopolis Cowboy Rendezvous Rodeo 
Committee has teamed up with nationally recog-
nized stock contractors) to give spectators an op-
portunity to be a part of an event which is both a 
window to the past and a unique, modern sport. 
The origins of rodeo in Thermopolis date back to 
the early 1800s.  

Rodeo performances will be Friday and Sat-
urday night at the fairgrounds beginning at 7:30 

p.m. Vendor Alley opens early to allow spectators 
to enjoy excellent food and shopping.

Saturday’s 10 a.m. parade featuring the bucking 
horses will travel through downtown Thermopolis.  
This annual event has been featured in several 
nationally recognized magazines. 

Return to the fairgrounds at 1 p.m. to enjoy the 
Chuck Mead Memorial Packhorse race, an excit-
ing event that is free to the public. Kick up your 
heels at the street dance downtown after Saturday 
night’s “Patriotic Night” rodeo performance.  

For more information, visit the website: www.
thermopoliscowboyrendezvous.com

Tyler Stockton photo
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nificant portion of Roundtop to the county, 
which has established a park there in his 
name. A memorial plaque at the base of the 

south slope marks the 
beginning of the trail. 

To get to the park-
ing area, go up Air-
port Hill and take the 
first road to the left. 
Continue past the 
cemetery, and take 
the well-graveled 
road to the right. It’s 
a challenge! Be aware 
of bison.

T Hill. T Hill in Hot 
Springs State Park 
is popular with both 
hikers and buffalo. 

It is just north of 
the fairgrounds at 
the north entrance 
to town and is most 
easily reached by 
parking on the east 
side of T Hill where 
U.S. Highway 20 (the 

Wind River Canyon 
Scenic Byway) passes by the small buffalo 
corrals. From there, follow the gravel road 
west to the top of the hill. 

Quarry Trail. This one-mile loop trail 
begins and ends at Smoky Row Cemetery, 
located in the Buffalo Pasture. The trail 
provides a short but challenging hike, and 
is also considered an advanced mountain 
biker’s trail. Be aware of bison.

Riverside Walk. This popular stroll 
winds from the Swinging Bridge over the 
Rainbow Terraces to a walkway along the 
Big Horn River that 
leads to the Broad-
way Street Bridge. 

From there, con-
tinue south along 
the walkway to a 
“cul-de-sac” near 
the Wyoming Di-
nosaur Center in 
East Thermopolis 
or head into down-
town.

Spirit  Trai l . 
This 1.3-mile na-
ture trail follows 
the Big Horn River 
past the extinct 
hot springs at the 
north edge of Hot 
Springs State Park. 
The route is marked 
by signs and starts 
just north of the 
Big Spring across a 
cattle guard. Hikers 
should be aware of bison.

Roundtop Mountain. Hike Roundtop 
Mountain for sprawling views of Ther-
mopolis, Wind River Canyon, the Owl Creek 
Mountains, the Big Horn Mountains and 
the Big Horn Basin badlands. 

Roundtop is one of the geographical fea-
tures that defines Thermopolis. The family 
of the late Lewis Freudenthal donated a sig-

Take a hike!
Break a sweat climbing Roundtop or simply stroll the river

Walkers look at a duck in the cool water pond 
in Hot Springs State Park.

About 40 miles west of Thermopolis sits a 
little-publicized shortfall of modern engineer-
ing technology and government expense.  

Anchor Dam was built to store irrigation 
water for farmers and ranchers living along 
Owl Creek, a long valley west of Thermopolis 
dotted with fine ranches and homesteads. 

The only problem is that the dam leaks.
Despite repeated attempts to seal the lake 

bed, water escapes through the Madison 

Explore Anchor Dam’s dubious history
limestone formation. 

To reach Anchor Dam, go west from Ther-
mopolis on Highway 120 to Highway 170, then 
follow 174 (County Road 1), staying south of 
Hamilton Dome. 

Follow signs marking the way on the gravel 
road. 

There is a small campground 
with bathroom facilities available 
to visitors.
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What’s in the hot springs mineral water?
Most of the water in the Thermopolis hot 

springs is thought to come underground from 
the Owl Creek Mountains, through what is 
called the Big Spring.

Falling rain enters porous rock layers, moves 
slowly downward and is forced to the surface 
through crevices in the rock. The heat and 
chemicals in the water are derived from the 
rock through which it passes and from gases 
that rise from deeply buried volcanic rocks.

The terraces, mostly lime and gypsum, sepa-
rate from the cooling water. The colors are due 
mainly to primitive plants (algae that grow in 

the warm water). The water temperature is usu-
ally 127 degrees Fahrenheit at the Big Spring. 

There are at least 27 different minerals in 
the water.

Total Dissolved Solids 2,373
Approximate parts per million

Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) 4.5 – Hardness (CaCo3) 1,274 
– Thorium less than 0.6 – Bicarbonate (HCO3) 766 – 
Silica (Si02) 24.0 – Iron (Fe) 03 14.8 – Calcium (Ca) 76 
– Sodium (Na) 262 – Potassium (K) 49 – Sulfate (SO4) 
760 – Chloride (Cl) 328 – Chromium (Cr) trace – Fluoride 
(F) 3.7 – Nitrate (NO3) 10 – Strontium 20 – Lithium 2 
– Barium 2 – Aluminum 1 – Copper (Cu) trace – Lead 
0.004 – Manganese 0.02 – Titanium 60 –Zinc 2 –Tung-
sten 0.10 – Vanadium 0.1 – Boron 0.56

The hunting is great in the mountains and 
hills around Hot Springs County, whether 
you’re seeking elk, deer, antelope, moose, up-
land birds or waterfowl. 

Trophy bull elk and buck deer have been 
harvested from both general and limited quota 
areas within Hot Springs County.

Licenses are available at area businesses 
for hunting, and there are plenty of people 
willing to help.

Contact the Thermopolis-Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce at 864-3192 or the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department at 307 
777-4600 or online at http://gf.state.wy.us/.

Hunting opportunities
galore for enthusiasts

There are a number of opportunities for  
quality hunting experiences in Hot Springs 
County.

Water comes out of the Big Spring at around 127 degrees F.
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“A Great Place to Learn and Grow” is the 
motto for Hot Springs County School District 
No. 1.

With low teacher-to-student ratios and 
very modern, up-to-date schools, Hot Springs 
County is an excellent atmosphere for learn-
ing. The district includes Ralph Witters El-
ementary School, Thermopolis Middle School 
and Hot Springs County High School.

Outstanding schools

Want to relocate your business or home? 
There are many advantages to choosing Hot 

Springs County: climate, economic assistance, 
low tax rates, quality of life, outstanding 
schools and medical facilities, and an educated 
work force known for its work ethic. 

Contact the Thermopolis-Hot Springs 
County Economic Development Co., 864-2348, 
or the Chamber of Commerce, 864-3192.

Thermopolis — a 
great place to live

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Church of Christ, 7th & Richards..........864-3300

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
  625 S. 10th...........................................864-9452

Community Federated Church,
  244 N. 6th............................................864-2524

First Baptist Church, 310 S. Sixth........864-3171

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church,
  642 Arapahoe.......................................864-3629

Hot Springs Christian Church,
  1102 Broadway....................................864-3321

Living Waters Assembly of God,
  318 N. Eighth......................................864-3677

River of Life Fellowship, 319 Broadway  864-3452

Risen Son Southern Baptist Church,
   342 Amoretti.........................................864-4115

Roundtop Baptist Church, 810 Park......864-5128

Set Free Church, 810 Park St................867-2315

St. Francis Catholic Church,
  815  Arapahoe......................................864-2458

St. Paul Lutheran Church,
  288 Highway 20 South........................864-2205

The Hot Springs County 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary 
exists to foster the mission of 
the hospital. As volunteers, we 
stand ready to assist in any 
way needed to help adminis-
trators and staff accomplish 
their goals.

Among the services pro-
vided by the auxiliary are:

•Staffing the hospital gift 
shop to provide gifts and good-
ies to patients, staff and visi-
tors. The bookshelf outside the 
gift shop was put there several 
years ago by the Auxiliary, and 
members and others help to 
keep it stocked with donated 
books and magazines.

•Assisting with the United 
Blood Services drives and the 
annual health fair blood drive.

•A yearly silent auction and 
monthly bake sales, the third 
Thursday of most months, 
besides January, July, August 
and December. Bake sales 
are in the main foyer of the 

hospital. The Auxiliary also 
provided funds for the new 
folding tables used in their 
bake sales and other activities.

•Making baby hats and 
blankets, surgical pillows, rice 
bags and pouches for the ER 
and surgical units.

•In conjunction with the 
hospital, providing diaper bags 
to all newborn babies with 
their first books.

•Clothing for ER patients 
for traveling.

•Securing donations from 
local merchants for the New 
Year’s Baby gift basket. Mer-
chants are very generous, 
and gift packages are usually 
worth over $1,000. The Aux-
iliary donates blankets, and 
knitted booties and hats for 
every baby.

•Providing financial assis-
tance for students pursuing a 
medical career. The Auxiliary 
has given scholarships to high 
school students, and provided 

money for continued educa-
tion.

•Donating money to the hos-
pital for the purchase of needed 
medical equipment. Auxiliary 
members have helped convert 
a storage room to a family 
waiting room, redecorated de-
livery rooms and assisted in 
the purchase of new carpet in 
the front entry of the hospital 
The Auxiliary also recently 
purchased a chair bed for an 
OB room, which allows a fam-
ily member to spend the night.

The Auxiliary donated 
$2,500 for reupholstering some 
of the chairs in the outpatient 
waiting room. They also pro-
vided money for the outpatient 
department to purchase wall 
clocks for patient rooms. 

The Auxiliary is always 
open to new members, and 
meetings are held the second 
Saturday of every month, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the 
hospital cafeteria.  

Hospital Auxiliary: Hearts that care, hands that share



Thermopolis Hot Springs Visitor Guide 57

SUMMER MONTHS
Dig for a Day & Shovel-Ready Digs offered 

seven days a week, June through September 
at the Wyoming Dinosaur Center. ArtStrolls on 
the second Friday and Saturday of each month 
all year long.

May
19: Wyo. Quarter Horse Sale, fairgrounds
26-27: Hot City Summer Slam 3-on-3 Basketball 

June
9: Smoking Waters Golf Tournament
16-17: Hot Spot Car Rally, HS State Park
22-23: Cowboy Rendezvous with PRCA Rodeo,         	
  Packhorse Races and Parade.

July
4: Independence Day Fireworks
14: Rick Phipps Memorial Concert, HSSP
20-22: All-Class HSCHS Reunion, HSSP
28: Youth Horse Show, fairgrounds

August
30-3: Hot Springs County Fair, fairgrounds

4-5: Gift of the Waters Pageant, HSSP
4: Pageant Parade, downtown
    Pageant Days 5K/10K Run/Walk
4-5: Big Horn Basin Folk Festival, HSSP
18: Demolition Derby, fairgrounds

September
8: Wyo. Quarter Horse Sale, fairgrounds
14-15: Boy Scout/Cub Scout Jamboree
15: Friends of the NRA Banquet

October
6: Octobrewfest, downtown

November
Beta Sigma Phi Craft Fair
Harvest Moon Ball

For a complete listing or details on other 
events, call the Chamber of Commerce 

at (307)864-3192 or 
visit thermopolischamber.org.

Subscribe to the Thermopolis Independent 
Record online by visiting thermopir.com.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday-Friday 
7 am - 10 pm

Saturday & Sunday
8 am - 10 pm

    Super Burrito Monday
Taco Tuesday

Taco Burger Wednesday
Taco Bravo Thursday
Taco Salad Friday

Soft Shell Saturday
Six Pack

and a Pound
Sunday*
*hard shells only

407 Park   864-2262

DEALSDaily
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ACCOMMODATIONS                         

Days Inn of the Waters                          
  State Park............................. (p. 32) 864-3131
Elk Antler Inn
  501 South 6th Street........................864-2325
H Diamond W
  Grass Creek Road.................... (p. 4) 864-3421
Paintbrush Inn 
  605 South 6th Street............. (p. 35) 864-3155
Plaza Best Western
  State Park................................(p. 2) 864-2939
Quality Inn
  166 Highway 20 South.......... (p. 16) 864-5515
Red Ranch Retreat
  219 East River Road.............. (p. 19) 864-3231

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
Greater Learning Foundation            
  .....................................(p. 26 & 27) 864-4070

BARS/LIQUOR STORES                   

Days Inn Safari Lounge                  
  State Park............................. (p. 32) 864-3131

Reese and Ray’s IGA                      
  225 South 4th Street............... (p. 4) 864-5576

BEAUTY SALONS 
A Cut Above 
  215 North 5th Street.............. (p. 37) 864-9355

BOOKSTORE                            
Storyteller 
  528 Broadway Street............. (p. 25) 864-3272

BREWERY
One Eyed Buffalo Brewing Company 

  528 Broadway Street............. (p. 13) 864-3555

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE            
Thermopolis-Hot Springs Chamber
   220 Park Street  ...........864-3192/877 864-3192

CONVENIENCE STORE
Exxon Southside Travel Center 
  167 Highway 20 South.......... (p. 40) 864-3108

distillery            
Wyoming Whiskey 
   100 South Nelson, Kirby........ (p. 11) 864-2116

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Bank of Thermopolis 
  701 Shoshoni Street................ (p. 6) 864-3787
Big Horn Federal 
  643 Broadway....................... (p. 24) 864-2156
Pinnacle Bank 
  125 South 5th Street............. (p. 14) 864-5555

FITNESS CENTERS/MARTIAL ARTS
Aikido Martial Arts Classes                  
  Thermopolis.......................... (p. 43) 480-0011
Days Inn Athletic Club
  State Park............................. (p. 32) 864-3131

GOLF COURSES                          
Thermopolis Golf Course
  141 Airport Road..............................864-5294
Sweet Spot Mini Golf 
  510 Park Street....................... (p. 6) 864-2757

GROCERY STORES
Mack’s Market                      
  600 South 6th Street............. (p. 38) 864-3112
Reese and Ray’s IGA                      
  225 South 4th Street............... (p. 4) 864-5576

HARDWARE/GENERAL MERCHANDISE
Owl Lumber/Ace Hardware                      
  901 Shoshoni Street.............. (p. 39) 864-5533
Thermopolis Hardware and Mercantile
  158 Highway 20 South.........  (p. 63) 864-3672

HEALTH/NUTRITION/GIFT ITEMS              
Nature’s Corner 
  530 Broadway Street............. (p. 17) 864-3218

MASSAGE THERAPY     
Days Inn
  State Park............................. (p. 32) 864-3131
Star Plunge, State Park............ (p. 62) 864-3771

MEDICAL/REHABILITATION     
Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital        
  150 East Arapahoe Street.....  (p. 63) 864-3121

Thermopolis Chiropractic & Acupuncture Clinic 
  443 Big Horn Street............... (p. 25) 864-4044

DIRECTORY 
OF ADVERTISERS

USE AREA CODE 307 
WITH ALL

PHONE NUMBERS
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MUSEUMS                            
HSC Museum and Cultural Center        
  700 Broadway Street............... (p. 6) 864-5183

Wyoming Dinosaur Center & Dig Sites        
  110 Carter Ranch Road.........  (p. 64) 864-2997

NEWSPAPER/PRINTING 
Thermopolis Independent Record 
  431 Broadway Street....................... 864-2328
Thermopolis Print Zone and Copy Shop 
  521 Broadway Street............. (p. 22) 921-0554

OUTDOOR GUIDED RECREATION            
Wind River Canyon Whitewater Rafting      
  210 Highway 20 South............ (p. 3) 864-9343

PHARMACY                        
Vicklund Pharmacy 
  610 South 6th....................... (p. 24) 864-2369

REAL ESTATE                          
Properties West 
  200 North 6th Street.............. (p. 28) 864-2192

REMAX® All-Star, REALTORS®

  601 Broadway Street............. (p. 29) 864-4663

RoundTop Real Estate  
  508 Arapahoe Street.............. (p. 29) 864-2252

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE SHOPS/TAKE OUT         
Black Bear Cafe 
  111 North 5th Street.............. (p. 35) 864-3221

Dairyland, 510 Park Street......... (p. 6) 864-2757

Days Inn Safari Club 
  Hot Springs State Park.......... (p. 32) 864-3131

Kirby Bar and Grill
  120 E. Main, Kirby................ (p. 48) 864-3700

Las Fuentes 
  530 Arapahoe Street.............. (p. 10) 864-2695

One Eyed Buffalo Brewing Company 
  528 Broadway Street............. (p. 13) 864-3555

Storyteller 
  524 Broadway Street............. (p. 25) 864-3272

Taco Johns 
  407 Park Street..................... (p. 57) 864-2262

The Crow Bar 
  530 Broadway Street............. (p. 17) 864-3218

RODEO
Cowboy Rendezvous PRCA Rodeo 
   (p. 25) www.thermopoliscowboyrendezvous.com

SENIOR LIVING
Canyon Village/Hot Springs Senior Apartments       
  103 South D Avenue................ (p. 5) 864-2968

SERVICE STATION/AUTO REPAIR
Exxon Southside Travel Center 
  167 Highway 20 South.......... (p. 40) 864-3108
Thermopolis Petro & Tire 
  223 South 6th Street............. (p. 61) 864-3973

SPECIALTY/GENERAL MERCH. STORES               
Ava’s Silver & Rock Shop                    
  631 Shoshoni Street.............. (p. 23) 864-3800
Discover Thermopolis 
  521 Broadway Street............. (p. 22) -921-0554
Flying Eagle Gallery 
  541 Broadway Street.............. (p. 34) 864-4011
Gooseberry Garden Quilt Shop                      
  521 Broadway Street............. (p. 14) 864-3503
Hazel n Pearl’s
  517 Broadway Street............. (p. 35) 921-8540
Merlin’s Hide Out 
  626 Richards Street .............. (p. 31) 864-3657
White Horse Country Store                  
  180 Highway 20 South............ (p. 2) 864-3047

SPORTING GOODS                             

Canyon Sporting Goods                           
  180 HIghway 20 South............ (p. 2) 864-3047

STATE PARK FACILITIES                             

Hot Springs State Park Headquarters                         
  538 Park Street .............................. 864-2176
WY State Bath House 
  168 Tepee Street ..............................  864-3765

SWIMMING POOLS                  
Star Plunge, State Park............ (p. 62) 864-3771
TePee Spa, State Park................ (p. 8) 864-9250

VETERINARIAN/ANIMAL BOARDING              
Hot Springs Veterinary Clinic, P.C.            
  827 South 6th Street............. (p. 30) 864-5553

DIRECTORY 
OF ADVERTISERS

USE AREA CODE 307 
WITH ALL 

PHONE NUMBERS 
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Reservation fishing 
Giant rainbow and brown trout lurk in the 

Wind River that flows through the spectacular 
canyon between Boysen Dam and the north 
end of Wind River Canyon. 

A special permit allows fishing in the can-
yon and other locations on the Wind River 
Indian Reservation. Permits may be obtained 
at Thermopolis Hardware, Canyon Sporting 
Goods or Wind River Canyon Whitewater  in 
Thermopolis. 

Boating through the canyon is limited by 
the Arapaho and Shoshone Tribes.

Thermopolis Hot Springs is located east 
of Yellowstone and Grand Teton 

National Parks, within easy driving 
distance of several mountain ranges.

Vicinity map

While fishing or boating the Wind River or 
Bighorn River watch for a variety of wildlife.

Adrian Padilla photo

★ Flat Repair 
★ Oil Changes &
  Light Service Work

24-Hour Credit Card Fueling
Open Mon.-Fri.  6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon  Closed Sunday

Gas & Diesel
Tires - Oil

Accessories

Your COMpLeTe, One-Stop Car Service Headquarters

864-3973Thermopolis Petro & Tire

Non ethanol premium Gasoline
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158 Hwy. 20 S. (South of Thermopolis next to Quality Inn and truck stop) 864-3672

Photo Kiosk
digital photo printing • fast & easy

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Monday-Saturday

Noon - 4 p.m. 
Sunday

Parking for all size vehicles.

THERMOPOLIS HARDWARE
AND MERCANTILE

So much more than  
a hardware store!

Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Camping & Picnic Supplies
RV Supplies • Gifts, Toys, Swim Toys • Sporting Goods

Automotive

Home Decor
Sporting Goods

Water Fun

ATM
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Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital, 
nestled in the beautiful Hot Springs State Park, has 
provided over 50 years of service to the people of 
Thermopolis and the Big Horn Basin. Our facility 
offers a broad range of services including:

 •  NEW state-of-the-art 48 channel MRI with  
1.5 Tesla magnet 

 • Laboratory and Cardiopulmonary services
 • Cardiac rehabilitation services
 • Diagnostic sleep studies
 • Nuclear medicine 
 • Obstetrical care
 • Swing Bed
 • 24/7 emergency room physician coverage
 •  In- and out-patient general and orthopedic 

surgery and ambulatory surgical care 
 •  Specialty medical services and procedures 

provided by a variety of “outreach” physicians 
 •  Skilled nursing care for post-acute hospital stays

Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital
150 E. Arapahoe St., Thermopolis, WY 307-864-3121 800-788-9459

Visit our website at www.hscmh.org for more information

A Full Service Hospital
Dial 911 for

Emergencies

Partnering with our community
for quality health and healing
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