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County releases finalized budget
by Cindy Glasson

The Hot Springs County Commission-
ers released their final budget after a brief 
public meeting at noon on Monday.

Total requirements for the 2018-2019 
budget year is just shy of $12 million dol-
lars, a $1.7 million dollar increase over last 
year. Just $1.5 million had to be moved 
from cash reserves to meet the required 
amount.

Most of the line items remained the 
same, such as the treasurer’s budget, as-
sessor, county attorney, coroner, court 
house, road and bridge, fair, the health 

officer, library and planner.
Each employee in the county will be re-

ceiving a $150 per month raise and their 
benefits package will remain the same.

Some entities that are receiving more 
this year include the County Clerk’s of-
fice with a gain of $1,800 to their budget, 
$10,800 more for the jail, $6,000 more to 
District Court and Emergency Manage-
ment will see a $900 increase in their 
budget.

Grants are making up a good portion 
of the budget, $4.3 million dollars worth.

The consensus grant amounts to 

$32,754, airport entitlement for $150,000, 
$96,490 in a prevention grant and $47,000 
in SLIB grant monies to pay for the roof 
on the senior center.

Monies being spent for capitol improve-
ment remains the same at $117,990 along 
with $5,000 going to the Chamber of Com-
merce. The Economic Development Compa-
ny (EDC) will be given $7,000 for the year.

There is a $39,000 line item for the En-
hanced 9-1-1 system, set aside for new 
emergency equipment in dispatch.

A new line, the Hot Springs County Wa-
ter Joint Powers Board will receive $5,000.

John Gerrells' granddaughter Katie Little and his great-grandson Blevins were among the many volunteers who helped during the fundraiser for Gerrells last Friday evening. 
The crowd gathered was in the neighborhood of 300 with standing room only and people actually eating out on the sidewalk when there were no tables available. Donations 
are still coming in, and for those unable to attend, donations can be made at Pinnacle Bank.

Auction raises $40,000
photo by Dennis Nierzwicki

See Town on page 7

by Mark Dykes
Following some lengthy discussion during 

the Town Council’s meeting Tuesday evening, 
action on a new ordinance regarding water 
lines was tabled to allow time for some revision. 

The ordinance, approved on first reading 
at the board’s July 3 meeting, states respon-
sibility for expense of repairs and mainte-
nance of water service lines is on the Town of 
Thermopolis from the connection at the wa-
ter main to six feet behind the street curb or 
to the consumer’s property line, whichever is 
closer to the main. Water service lines in any 
alley are excluded and the responsibility is 
solely on the consumer.

Under the ordinance, from the point where 
the responsibility of the town ends, responsibil-
ity for expenses of repairs and maintenance of 
service lines to the point of use by the consum-
er, with noted exceptions, is on the consumer. 

These expenses include but are not lim-
ited to the lines, curb stops and boxes, sad-
dles, valves and equipment, labor and other 
materials.

If there’s no operable curb stop at the point 
of the commencement of the responsibility of 
the consumer, a new stop will be installed with 
the expenses falling to the consumer. All curb 
stops shall be operable and accessible by town 
employees and all costs associated with curb 
stop installation, repair, accessibility and op-
erability are on the consumer. If the service 
line is under concrete the town may decline 
to accept responsibility to the point of com-
mencement of the consumer’s responsibility.

During discussion on the ordinance, John 
Zupan voiced concern of whether there would 
be a set position where the curb stops would 
be placed, and whether that would be stan-
dardized or on a case by case basis. Mayor 
Mike Mortimore said that was one of the big 
issues they discussed in coming up with the 
ordinance, and why the ordinance includes 

the language concerning whether the prop-
erty line or six feet behind the curb is closer 
to the main.

Zupan is concerned there are some instances 
where there is not a main water line adjacent 
to a property, resulting in a length of line that 
runs up a street or alley to get to the property 
line and whose responsibility that is.

Josh Brown noted the curb stop on his 
property is poured in his sidewalk, and the 
ordinance states it’s the town’s discretion on 
whether they want to deal with it. He under-
stands the ordinance was designed to take 
some of the cost off the homeowners for line 
repairs, but at the same time the town has 
to compensate for the increased cost to the 
town, possibly in the form of a rate increase. 
But, while everyone is having to help pay for 
the increased town burden, Brown noted not 
everyone would benefit based on where their 
curb stops were placed.

Brown also voiced concern the town’s re-
sponsibility stopped before the curb stop rather 
than taking the curb stop as well, as people 
could have issues with he town going on their 
property to shut water off if necessary. Anoth-
er concern raised was in regard to water lines 
that go across multiple properties, where one 
person’s meter is on another’s property.

Due to the various possible scenarios and 
issues that the ordinance could create, and 
whether it was actually needed, it was de-
cided a committee would look at possibly re-
wording the ordinance and presenting it at a 
later meeting. 

A second ordinance regarding fences was 
approved on second reading. The ordinance 
states no fence shall be constructed or main-
tained in a way that blocks vision from a pub-
lic street or alley to prevent adequate visibil-
ity of the street or alley from a private drive 

Action on service line tabled Information sought on vandalism 
in Hot Springs State Park

by Mark Dykes
In recognition of the 2016 cen-

tennial for The Swinging Bridge 
in Hot Springs State Park, lights 
were placed along the bridge to 
provide a new look for this icon 
of the park and town.

In recent weeks, however, the 
bridge has not been lit as it should 
as people have been stealing the 
bulbs and cutting wires. State 
Park Assistant Superintendent 
John Fish said there have been 
two incidents he knows of where 
the lights have been vandalized.

About 50 bulbs were taken 
each time, Fish said, noting these 
are not simple bulbs that can be 
picked up anywhere but rather 
LEDs that have to be specially 
ordered. It’s not just the lights on 
the bridge being tampered with 
either, as Fish added one of the 
pool concessionaires has also had 
its lights cut. Also, outlet cov-
ers have been removed from the 
Smoking Waters shelter.

The park hasn’t had much 
vandalism in previous years, 
Fish said, with only some graf-
fiti and people driving across the 
grass, but this year it’s definitely 
up. Other incidents include the 
theft of the registration notebook 
and it’s protective box from the 
top of Monument Hill, and at-
tempts to rip off the fish feeders 

near the cooling ponds. Even 
near the Big Spring, there are 
signs people have been taking a 
knife or hatchet to the trees. Fish 
stressed theses are not simple 
cuts in the bark but deep gouges.

What’s also troubling to Fish is 
that these incidents are in areas 
of high visibility, but nobody is 
seeing them and reporting them. 
He said even a vehicle descrip-
tion or, hopefully, a license plate 
would be beneficial. Local law 
enforcement has been notified 
of what’s happening.

Other instances of vandalism 
in the park include people walk-
ing, climbing or diving off the ter-
races — though there are signs 
stating not to — as this destroys 
the natural formations. Litter 
continues to be an issue as well, 
and Fish said every state vehicle 
has a bucket on it specifically for 
litter collection, and there are a 
couple people out doing litter and 
trash pick up every day. 

The park has trash cans that 
have to be emptied every day, 
Fish said, but there are also 
people who just don’t care and 
will throw their trash anywhere.

There are several full-time 
employees and volunteers for the 
main park, as well as the bath 
house and Legend Rock Petro-
glyph Site. Fish noted they are 

always looking for volunteers 
to help out, particularly to help 
open Legend Rock on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and provide a 
break to the couple camped there 
that regularly opens the site. 
Volunteers can also take care of 
flowerbeds or even possibly work 
at the bath house. 

“We’ve always got something,” 
Fish said, and the park still has 
a busy summer to look forward 
to with reunion weekend, sum-
mer concerts and the Gift of the 
Waters Pageant and Big Horn 
Basin Folk Festival. In addition 
to the regular annual events, the 
park averages about 30 reunions, 
20 regular picnics, six weddings, 
three celebration of life services 
and six Scout camps every year.

Though there’s been plenty 
of construction at the park en-
trance, Fish said it hasn’t been 
a deterrent. People are still 
finding their way to the park 
and the hotels there are keep-
ing full. The main entrance still 
has some work left, such as curb 
and gutter and putting asphalt 
down, so a couple road closings 
are still coming. Other upcoming 
projects in the park include pav-
ing east from the cattle guard on 
East River Road to, and a new 
heating and cooling system in 
the bath house.


