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County assessor announces retirement
by Cindy Glasson

There will be a new face in the Hot Springs 
County Assessor’s offi ce soon as County As-
sessor Shelley Deromedi put in her retirement 
notice to the County Commissioners at their 
meeting on Tuesday.

“It has been an honor and privilege to serve 
the citizens of Hot Springs County since 1986,” 
Deromedi said, “and to work with the various 
Boards of County Commissioners for the bet-
terment of our county. I am extremely proud 
of the quality of work that we have done dur-
ing my association with the Assessor’s Offi ce 
and the projects we have accomplished.”

Deromedi’s retirement will be effective, 

Dec. 31. That will mean the central commit-
tee will have to conduct interviews of possible 
replacements for Deromedi, then recommend 
their top choices to the commissioners.

It will be the commissioners' job to pick 
the interim replacement until election time.

A retirement party is being planned for 
Dec. 27 from 1 – 3 p.m. at the courthouse.

County Maintenance Supervisor Anthony 
Fruciano reported a small problem with the 
generator at the Law Enforcement Center on 
Sunday evening when the power went out.

Apparently, a loose fuse kept the genera-
tor from kicking on when the power failed, 
and Fruciano said they fi nally got it going, 

but he did say it is a bit of a concern since the 
generator was installed in 1981.

The generator is tested on a set schedule 
and has always passed the test and runs fi ne 
for a few hours at a time, but the question is 
whether it would run for an extended period 
of time, say 20 hours, or even a couple of days 
if there was a major outtage.

Bill Gordon, Emergency Management Co-
ordinator, joined Fruciano in the discussion, 
and the two suggested having a plug installed 
at the courthouse like the one recently in-
stalled at Search and Rescue in the event the 
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Sheriff's Deputy Jerimie Kraushaar and Emergency Management Coordinator Bill Gordon unwrap a rough-legged hawk they rescued from the side of the road north of town. 
Gordon had seen the bird and turned around to check on it, noticing it didn't fl y away as he approached. He and Kraushaar nabbed the bird in a blanket and it was transport-
ed to a local vet before being taken to Cody for rehabilitation. Kraushaar said the hawk is dong fi ne and is expected to make a full recovery.

Hawk rescue

Grizzlies to

Council approves franchise agreements

Closure, delays set 
for WRC highway

A two-hour closure of U.S. 20/Wyoming 789 on Thurs-
day, Dec. 7, in Wind River Canyon is intended to help a 
contractor successfully and safely bring a large rock off 
the canyon wall to the edge of the highway.

Wyoming Department of Transportation geologists 
have determined that the large rock needs to be removed 
from the rock wall prior to winter near the Fremont-Hot 
Springs county line.

"The two-hour highway closure is scheduled between 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m., weather permitting," said WYDOT 
resident engineer Kaia Tharp of Thermopolis. "Leaving 
the rock in place would be a safety issue heading into next 
spring, according to WYDOT geologists, with the normal 
freeze/thaw cycle and expected normal rockfall due to 
melting snow and spring moisture."

The work zone where the rock will be removed is lo-
cated above the highway at milepost 117.2 inside Wind 
River Canyon, roughly 16 miles south of Thermopolis, or 
about a mile north of the Wind River Canyon tunnels.

All work is dependent upon favorable weather.
Tharp said work began Monday, Dec 4, with drilling 

and preparation of the site for blasting with explosives. 
"Drivers should expect 15-minute stop times Monday 
through Thursday morning," Tharp said. "Traffi c will be 
slowed in the work zone with the use of fl aggers. After 
blasting on Dec. 7, 15-minute stop delays are expected un-
til all rocks are cleared from the roadway. The road may 
be closed again if all the rock does not come down during 
the fi rst blast."

Citizens are being informed of the Dec. 7 closure in a 
number of ways, including through use of digital message 
signs near Shoshoni and Thermopolis.

Prime contractor Wilson Brothers Construction of Cow-
ley is the prime contractor on the $600,000-plus effort to 
clean up rockfall from falling rock and mud slides this 
past spring inside Wind River Canyon between Shoshoni 
and Thermopolis. Contract completion is Dec. 15, 2017.

"We appreciate everyone's patience," Tharp said.

by Mark Dykes
Tuesday evening, Thermopolis Town 

Council approved new franchise agree-
ments with RT Communications and Wyo-
ming Gas. The agreements are for 10 years, 
and each franchise saw an increase in the 
percentage they pay to the town. While pre-
vious agreements saw both utilities paying 
two percent of their gross revenue, under 
the new agreements RT will pay fi ve per-
cent and Wyoming Gas will pay 3.5 percent.

The fi gures were suggested at a previous 
board meeting to match other franchises, 
as Charter pays fi ve percent and Pacifi -
corp pays 3.5 percent. The money from the 
franchise agreements goes into the General 
Fund for the town, and is something of a 
“pass through” cost, as their increase will 
pass on to the franchise customers.

The new agreements also contain claus-
es that stipulate if the franchises, in their 
work, mess up town property, the town 

crews will fi x it and bill the franchise.
In other action, the board approved a bar 

and grill license to Jurassicorp, for Raptors 
Bar and Grill. The new restaurant, which 
will be in the location of the former A & 
W, is expected to open Dec. 15.

A second payment was approved for the 
coating of the airport tank, in the amount 
of $57,645. Though the payment was al-

Drama club brings home a fi rst from state
by Cindy Glasson

The Hot Springs County High School Dra-
ma Club had an amazing weekend at State 
Drama in Casper last week. 

“They worked so hard and I received 
so many comments about how talented, 
respectful, compassionate, and respon-
sible my students were,” said Drama 
coach Mary McGillivray.

The one act play “Flowers for Al-
gernon” took fi rst place in the Prosce-
nium category over all schools in the 
category. With that honor, the Bobcats 
were featured on KTWO-TV, with in-
terviews with McGillivray and Tyler 
Kay over the weekend.

All of its cast members, Tyler Kay, 
Aaron Hanson, Ryan Miller, Breeze 
Petty, and Aime Robinson, received 
All-State medals for their performanc-
es in the show. The team also placed 
5th in Sweepstakes for 3A.

There were a total of 12 All-State 
Medals, which are students who earned a 
Superior Rating. 

These students earned that medal; Ka-
tie Burrows in Musical Solo, Stormy Cox in 

both Realistic and Fantasy Makeup year 4, 
Aaron Hanson in Proscenium, Hannah Hu in 
Fantasy Makeup year 2 and Publicity year 

1, Tyler Kay in Proscenium, Ben Manning 
in Stage Management, Ryan Miller in Pro-
scenium, Chauncey Morris in Costume De-
sign year 2, Breeze Petty in Proscenium, and 

Aime Robinson in Proscenium.
There were a total of 14 Honorable Mention 

certifi cates, which are students who earned 
an Excellent Rating. 

These students earned that cer-
tifi cate; Ashley Brawley in Musical 
Solo, Varsity Monologue, and Var-
sity Duet, Katie Burrows in Novice 
Duet, Tyler Kay in Varsity Mono-
logue, Karissa McGarvie-Balstad 
in Costume Design year 1, Krynn 
McGinty in Publicity year 2 and 
Novice Duet, Chauncey Morris in 
Varsity Duet, Deanna Owings in 
Novice Duet, Breeze Petty in Var-
sity Monologue, Lane Randall in 
Novice Duet, Aime Robinson in 
Novice Duet, and Ryan Slagle in 
Novice Duet.

“I am so very proud of these stu-
dents,” McGillivray said. “Please 
congratulate all of them on an 
amazing State Drama. The fact 

that I received positive comments about ev-
ery single student, individually and at many 
points during the weekend, makes them all 
winners. I am beyond proud to be their coach.”

HSCHS Drama Club came home from State Drama with 
a fi rst place in the Proscenium category. 
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