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Airport re-use narrowed down to three choices
by Cindy Glasson

Dusty Spomer and Wade Werbelow with 
GDA Associates out of Cody held a second 
airport re-use meeting at the county annex 
on Monday night to present three possible 
options for re-puposing the area based on 
public comment from the fi rst meeting in 
the spring.

At that fi rst meeting, a steering committee 
was created, consisting of the three county 
commissioners, Brad Basse, John Dorman, 
Sr., Kevin Skates, Meri Ann Rush, Donnie 
Bjhorus, Bo Bowman, Amanda Moeller and 
Dustin Hunt.

The main objectives for the committee 

were to investigate public and private uses 
for the area and maintain or improve harmo-
ny and compatibility with the surrounding 
lands. The best use of the property should in-
volve an option that has a positive economic 
impact, is fi nancially viable, supports com-
munity needs and is compatible with sur-
rounding uses.

Werbelow said existing access to the for-
mer airport is going to be a critical piece to 
whatever project is fi nally chosen.

Known for being narrow, steep and wind-
ing, Airport Road poses a safety concern, es-
pecially during the winter months.

GDA dertermined which buildings are on 

actual airport property and which ones be-
long to the golf course. 

Two large hangars, a storage building and 
a pole shed for equipment storage along with 
a small hangar on the edge of the apron and 
two small metal sheds all belong to the air-
port. The former airport offi ce and remain-
ing buildings all belong to the golf course.

Three alternatives were created for the 
re-use, based on public comment.

Airpark/Fly-In residential develop-
ment: This alternative would include keeping 
the runway pavement with additional access 
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Hunter Bartholomew, Jarron Mortimore, Chase Snooks and Jason Clouse were all dressed up for the season during the Air Band competi-
tion as part of Homecoming Week. The quartet performed a little routine to "Jingle Bell Rock" that brought plenty of laughs from the crowd.

Christmas in October?

Grizzlies to

See Airport on page 8

Haley McDermott and Hudson Roling were crowned as the 2017 Homecom-
ing King and Queen just prior to the football game Friday night.

2017 Royalty
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Sewer, waste 
rate increase 
starts Nov. 1

by Mark Dykes
Tuesday night at the Thermop-

olis Town Council meeting, with 
Mayor Mike Mortimore absent, the 
council approved the third and fi nal 
reading of an ordinance increasing 
sewer and solid waste collection 
rates for users with and customers 
of the Town of Thermopolis by re-
voking Ordinance 826, Resolution 
500 and Resolution 493. The ordi-
nance has an effective date of Nov. 1

Under the resolution, the base 
rate includes 2,000 gallons of what 
people put in their sewers. For in-
town residential users, the current 
base rate is $25, and under the new 
ordinance it will be $27.

Also during the meeting, council 
heard from Kelly Andreen of Peo-
ple for People regarding a street 
closure on Dec. 9 along the north 
side of Broadway between Fourth 
Street and Sixth Street, and north 
Fifth Street from Broadway to the 
alley. The closure would be for the 
Tiny Village of Campers event be-
ing put on this year instead of the 
Holiday Tour of Homes.

The tour of campers itself would 
be 3-7 p.m., Andreen said, but to al-
low time for people to set up prior to 
the event and move their vehicles 
after the requested closure would be 
from 9 or 10 a.m. until 8 or 9 p.m.

People for People has been in 
touch with the Chamber of Com-
merce, the downtown Christmas 
committee, Main Street and other 
groups to coordinate several events 
to draw the community downtown 
during the holiday season. There 
was no formal action on the request.

Ray and Belinda Moore again im-
plored council to address issues with 
water on Upper Fremont Street. Be-
linda said the new city water line 
was installed in the area and the 
groundwater found it. Their home is 

Commissioners disappointed 
with hospital district

by Cindy Glasson
The Hot Springs County Com-

missioners were blindsided at their 
meeting on Tuesday when Ron Ju-
rovich, attorney for the Hospital 
District informed them that as of 
October 1, the hospital will no lon-
ger be accepting Title 25 patients 
for evaluations and holds.

According to an article in last 
week’s Independent Record, the 
district board made the decision 
after nurses and other staff ex-
pressed concern for their safety 
when Title 25 patients that are 
suicidal or homicidal are brought 
to the emergency room.

Jurovich said the hospital is not 
designed for that kind of patient 
care, but there are four hospitals 
in the state that are designated for 
the care of Title 25 patients.

If a patient is brought in by 
ambulance, police department or 
sheriff’s department, the hospital 
will evaluate their physical con-
dition and treat them for those is-
sues, cuts, bruises, broken bones, 
etc., but once the patient is medi-
cally stable they must be moved to 
another facility, such as the Wyo-
ming Behavioral Institute (WBI) 
in Casper.

The hospital is going to require 
law enforcement be available while 
the patient is being stabilized and 
on the premises when they are 
discharged to be sent to another 
facility.

Jurovich went on to say the so-
lution is very simple, that the De-

partment of Health said the pa-
tient should be turned over to a 
“gatekeeper,” a mental health pro-
fessional, and that arrangements 
can be made with the state to cover 
costs of transportation.

This will create a problem as 
none of the health professionals 
in Hot Springs County are quali-
fi ed to admit mental patients to 
the hospital, so we have no local 
“gatekeeper” available. Even if one 
were available, there would still 
have to be an agreement between 
the mental health professional and 
the hospital. Jurovich said until 
that piece is put in place they will 
no longer accept Title 25 patients.

“I am very disappointed,” com-
mission chairman John Lumley 
said. “The commissioners have 
been very supportive of the hospi-
tal and the hospital district. I wish 
we could have had this discussion 
before coming in and blindsiding 
us with this decision.

“We would have liked a meeting 
with the hospital, the county, town 
and mental health.”

Jurovich said that was the way 
they had wanted to handle things, 
but once it was out in the open they 
had no choice but to come to the 
commissioners in this way.

County Attorney Jerry Williams 
did not become aware of this situa-
tion until Monday evening.

“The losers are going to be the 
people of the county who will suf-
fer,” Williams said. “We’re going to 
have to fi nd something. It would 

have been nice to do this before 
ships were burned.”

Lumley added that it appears 
that now they have a district they 
are no longer willing to work with 
the county.

The sheriff’s department has 
and will stand at the hospital for 
security when Title 25 patients are 
brought in from the county, how-
ever, the police department does 
not and the sheriff’s department 
will not sit with patients brought 
in from within city limits.

Williams pointed out there is the 
Lighthouse program in Washakie 
County which is closer than WBI, 
but there is not always room for 
them to take patients in. This is 
a real issue, but the citizens of 
our county need taken care of, he 
added.

Title 25 patients need to be sep-
arated from the general jail popu-
lation but there is no room avail-
able at the detention center for 
such cases, nor does the counseling 
center have any kind of facility to 
accommodate Title 25. Addition-
ally, those patients can be held for 
up to 72 hours without any sort of 
formal charges.

Hospital District Board vice 
chairman, Heath Overfi eld, said 
he doesn’t think the hospital is 
unwilling to work with the com-
missioners.

“This has been going on for a 
year and our hands were tied,” 
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