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Work continues on water line rehabilitation
by Mark Dykes

Though there isn’t much that’s visible in terms 
of progress, a couple town projects are still mov-
ing forward. Among them is a water line reha-
bilitation, done in three phases. Phase 1 goes 
from the water treatment plant along south 
Fifth and Seventh streets; Phase 2 involves Hot 
Springs State Park and Phase 3 involves Valley 
View Drive from the Cedar Ridge pump station

Town Engineer Anthony Barnett said, with 
regard to the water line rehabilitation project, 
there was a meeting with the Hot Springs State 
Park staff in regard to construction and engineer-
ing. There was some concern the easements were 
not in place for the park. 

A second meeting was set up concerning the 
concessionaires in the park that would be af-
fected, such as the swimming pools, hotels, the 
Chamber of Commerce and Pioneer Home. At that 
meeting, Barnett said they discussed scheduling. 
Though it might be diffi cult to work through the 
winter, the plan is to have the park work done 
by the start of the spring tourist season. 

Barnett noted there would be steps to still pro-
vide access to the concessionaires, if it’s needed.

Steps being done now include getting infor-
mation ready for the opinion of title so it can be 
signed off. Barnett explained this is not a full 
title report like one might get with a house, but 
the easements and ownerships have been re-

searched and Barnett was given a couple items 
to research.

As to what lines are being replaced, Barnett 
explained the project involves two lines across 
the river leaving the water plant, Fifth Street 
from Washakie to Broadway, Seventh Street 
between Broadway and Shoshoni, and the 400 
and 500 blocks of Warren. 

Across the river, the project incorporates lines 
from East Broad to behind Gottsche, the line be-
hind Days Inn, a line from behind the hospital 
over to Park Street, and from the Park Street 
bridge to the state park. A line will also be re-
placed on Valley View, from 14th to the Cedar 
Ridge pump station.
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Alison Ivie is all smiles and laughter as she comes down the slide at Ralph Witters Elementary on Tuesday. Mikhail Gaball (left) and Jackson Skelton had been tickling every-
one coming down the slide while Mike Dykes (far right) looks pretty unsure about the entire thing.

Fun in the sun

Grizzlies to

by Cindy Glasson
WYO Quarter Horse Ranch held their 

fall sale last weekend at the Hot Springs 
County Fairgrounds.

Carole and Bill Smith started holding 
their sales back in 1983, and have now 
become one of the premier horse sales in 
the country with their spring sale and 
fall sale.

“We had the biggest crowd in years,” 
Carole Smith said. “Every horse sold, too.”

There was a tie for top seller at this 
sale, “Oozin the Blues” and “Running 
Candy” both went for $35,000 each with 
one staying in Wyoming while the other 

is headed for Tennessee.
Seventeen states were represented at 

the sale including California, Arkansas, 
Nevada, South Carolina, Arizona and 
New Mexico.

The 27 geldings sold for an average of 
$15,343 with the top 10 geldings averag-
ing $22,650. Top 20 geldings averaged 
$17,775.

There were 32 two-year olds who aver-
aged $4,981 with the top selling two-year 
old bringing in $10,250.

Seven yearlings averaged $2,171 and 
the 26 weanlings brought in an average 
of $1,840 each.

Two tie for top selling 
horse at WYO Ranch Sale

  

by Cindy Glasson
The public is invited 

to attend the second 
and fi nal meeting for 
the reuse study for the 
former Thermopolis 
airport.

The meeting will be 
held on Monday, Oct. 2 
at 7 p.m. at the County 
Annex.

At this meeting the 
final report on the 
alternative uses for 
the airport will be 
presented. 

The public is wel-
come to attend the 
meeting in order to 
review and provide 
comment on the fi nal 
report.

If you would like 
to look at the report 
prior to the meeting, 
copies are available 
at the county clerk’s 
offi ce, the Chamber of 
Commerce, or online 
at gdaengineers.com.

Final 
public 

meeting 
on old 
airport

This little girl looked quite at ease being led around the show ring.

Lovely filly photo by Cindy Glasson

Livestock predator 
trends investigated

by Cindy Glasson
If you live in Wyoming, without 

a doubt, somewhere along the line 
you’ve heard what a huge issue pred-
ators are to livestock. However, un-
less you are a rancher, you probably 
don’t understand what all of the is-
sues are and what costs they create 
to the producer.

Federal surveys of the problem 
produce limited information on Wyo-
ming specifi cally. 

In order to have a better under-
standing of Wyoming’s situation, Dr. 
John Scasta, Ph.D., from the Univer-
sity of Wyoming took on an investi-
gation into Wyoming livestock pred-
ator trends, including information 
on what mitigation strategies are 
useful and which do not work at all.

Dr. Scasta is the Assistant Profes-
sor and Extension Rangeland Spe-
cialist with the Department of Eco-
system Science and Management 
at the university. The study he did 
was funded by the Wyoming Animal 
Damage Management Board.

Ranchers across the state were 
sent a survey through the Univer-
sity of Wyoming, Wyoming Stock 
Growers Association, Wyoming Wool 
Growers Association and the Wyo-
ming Deparment of Agriculture’s An-
imal Damage Management Board. 
Surveys were returned from all 23 
counties, giving Dr. Scasta a more 
complete overview than any feder-
al survey.

Cattle issues
Ranches which reported tended to 

be large, with 100 of them boasting 
up to 10,000 acres. Those with acre-
age up to 100,000 acres numbered 
107, and there were 24 ranches cit-
ing more than 100,000 acres.

The 2010 estimates of cattle loss-
es due to predators was estimated 
at $1.8 million for cattle and calves 
combined.

Of those losses, 20 percent were 
attributed to coyotes, 19 percent to 
wolves, 16 percent to bears and 12 
percent to mountain lions and bob-
cats.

Large carnivores were an issue 
with cattle and calves, with losses 
to black bears, grizzy bears, wolves 
and mountain lions.

For mature cattle, bulls and cows, 
the greatest proportion of losses 
came from wolves (39 percent) with 
unknown predators following with 
38 percent. Grizzly bears took a 
chunk, too, accounting for 11 percent 
of the mature cattle losses.

Calves, on the other hand, were 
lost more to coyotes and unknown 
predators, followed by wolves and 
grizzly bears.

As one would imagine the preda-
tors are very active during calving 
season which generally runs March 
through May. Those months in par-
ticular show a heightened amount 
of predation, showing a defi nite 
correlation between calving and 
predators.

Time of year though is not the 
only thing to take into consideration 

See Livestock on page 10


