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by Cindy Glasson
The Wyoming Public Lands Initiative (WPLI) 

has been crafted by Governor Matt Mead’s Of-
fi ce and the Wyoming Association of Counties 
(WACO), in an attempt to resolve issues over 
federal lands that have been designated as pos-
sible wilderness areas for the next 25 to 30 years.

Each affected county in Wyoming is now 
forming their own WPLI committee to review 
the lands during 2017 to make recommenda-
tions on the lands within their boundaries. 

The committees will have representatives 
from agricultural, environmental and energy 
areas, plus local conservation districts and 
county citizens.

Once all the recommendations have been 

gathered, they will be packaged together by the 
Wyoming Legislature for a fi nal set of recom-
mendations for our Congressional delegation 
in Washington, D.C.

It is hoped, then, that our representatives on 
the national level will either designate the spe-
cifi c areas as new federal wilderness or remove 
them completely from future consideration.

Two areas in Hot Springs County that have 
been designated wilderness in the past are 
Cedar Mountain and a small area near An-
chor Dam.

The Hot Springs County Commissioners 
have indicated the Anchor Dam area will prob-
ably not warrant consideration. 

The Cedar Mountain area is mostly in 

Washakie County, with just 15 percent fall-
ing within the borders of Hot Springs County, 
opening the possibility of a joint committee be-
tween the two counties.

If anyone is interested in serving on the 
WPLI committee for Hot Springs County, ap-
plications may be found online at hscounty.com. 

March 3 is the deadline to fi le your appli-
cation, at which time the commissioners will 
schedule interviews and appoint the committee.

Depending on how many interested par-
ties there are, the commissioners may place 
appointees on the Washakie County board or, 
if there are a number of folks wishing to help, 
they may form a separate committee for Hot 
Springs County.

WPLI committee forming to look at federal lands

Members of each of the classes at Hot Springs County High School and a representative from Thermopolis Middle School's eighth grade class were tasked with not 
only fi nding the frozen gum ball, but warming it up enough to actually blow a bubble during the all school pep assembly last week. 

Tiny bubbles
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See Eclipse on page A6

Wyoming State Legislature considering SJ9
by Cindy Glasson

The Wyoming State Legislature will be con-
sidering a bill, SJ9, which could greatly impact 
the educational system throughout the state.

In a nutshell, SJ9 removes education as a 
priority, allowing the legislature to determine 
what enough spending is for school districts. 
If it passes, it will go before the public for a fi -
nal vote.

The Wyoming Constitution set education as 
fi rst priority at its inception.

Representative Nathan Winters said he has 
not really looked into the bill as yet, but seeing 
that about half of the senators sponsored the 
bill, something very rare, he is looking forward 
to hearing the debate on the fl oor.

Winters said educational funding has slipped 
out of the legislature over the past 15-20 years 
into the hands of the judicial branch, some-

thing he believes was the result of the Camp-
bell County decision, which started in 1993 and 
the Washakie Decision in the 1980’s.

In the Campbell County decision, the District 
Court, First Judicial District, Laramie County, 
declared three components of the school fi nance 
system--the municipal divisor feature, the re-
capture feature, and the optional mills feature-
-unconstitutional. 

Before 1980, local taxes generated a sub-
stantial portion of the funding to the state's el-
ementary and secondary public schools. Over 
the years, the development of in-place mineral 
wealth created disparity in those local resources 
so great as to engender a challenge to the school 
fi nance system.

In the Washakie decision public education 
was declared a fundamental right under the 
state constitution and held the then-existing 

school fi nance system unconstitutional because 
it failed to afford equal protection, in violation 
of the Wyoming Constitution. 

“Basically, what this has done is create a ‘su-
per legislature’,” he said. “There are fi ve indi-
viduals now making all those educational fund-
ing decisions.”

Winters said a recalibration of how funding 
is handled is on the horizon.

“We have to take a smart, moderate approach 
to school funding,” he said. “There are those 
that are not in favor of a moderate approach 
and I’m not for that.”

The last time there was such a dip in educa-
tional funding was in the 90’s, and Winters said 
that happened over a number of years.

“We didn’t expect to lose so much in a matter 
of a couple of years,” he said. “We need to let the 
people vote on the funding decision.”

Agar works toward meaningful discussion
by Mark Dykes

Senate District 20 Representa-
tive Wyatt Agar reported Tuesday 
that last week was certainly a dif-
fi cult one.

Agar stated he asked Senator 
Burns, the Chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee, when the last 
time was that every department had 
to be gone into and sustain cuts in a 
supplemental budget session. Burns’ 
response was “never, to his knowl-
edge.” “The reality is,” Agar stated, 
“our state is staring down the road at 
a 500 million dollar structural defi -
cit and is burning through the LSRA 
— rainy day fund — at a expedient 
rate. Some changes have to be made. 

“Once again we debated and saw 
cuts to every department, the Health 
Department — which included cuts 
to mental health and services to se-
niors — the University and Com-
munity Colleges, the Department of 
Agriculture — which has seen a 70 
percent cut to services such as pred-
ator control — and the Pipeline Au-
thority, which plays a massive role 
in assuring that we get a fair market 
value for our oil and natural gas. So 
it is only right that the school system 
come to the table and have a discus-
sion as well.” 

Unfortunately, Agar further not-
ed, there are several school districts 
on the east side of the state and mem-

bers of the house that will not talk 
about any cuts to school funding with 
out also adding tax increases. That 
thought pattern prompted the intro-
duction of a couple of amendments to 
SF1, regarding general government 
appropriations. 

The fi rst was introduced by Sen-
ator Scott, and calls for a reduction 
in school fi nancing of 91 million dol-
lars. “The important nuance of this 
amendment,” Agar noted “is that 
it only becomes effective if the two 
chambers can not come to an agree-
ment on a school fi nance bill.” The 
Senate sent SF 165, regarding school 
fi nance and education funding reduc-
tions, to the house last week, and 

they have a different version being 
read in on our fl oor this week. The 
purpose of the amendment is to force 
a meaningful discussion.

The second amendment was 
brought by Agar, and simply states 
"funds appropriated for the educa-
tion of students can not be used to 
sue the legislative body." 

Agar stated the footnote was 
brought in response to the continual 
threat of a lawsuit if we make cuts 
to education funding. “The footnote 
expires with the budget and once 
again is designed the force a mean-
ingful discussion. I believe it is im-
perative that we handle our fi nancial 
problems as a state now.” See Eclipse on page A6

by Cindy Glasson
Sub-committees are now being 

formed within the solar eclipse plan-
ning committee to fast-track some of 
the items before the celestial event 
coming August 21.

Hot Springs County Emergency 
Management Coordinator Bill Gor-
don dispersed a special event plan to 
members of the committee last week 
that included a list of action items, sug-
gesting sub-committees could work on 
the individual pieces quicker and more 
in depth, reporting back to the main 
group at each of the monthly meetings.

One of the sub-committees will be 
communications. 

A communications plan is current-
ly underway, but the sub-committee 
will oversee things like additional pro-
gramming for emergency services. It 
is going to be crucial to have adequate 
communications between law enforce-
ment, fi re and ambulance, the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM), State 
Parks and other entities.

The BLM, Forest Service and State 
Parks will be stretched pretty thin cov-
ering the county, so it has been sug-
gested that search and rescue person-
nel and perhaps even road and bridge 
employees could be placed in marked 
vehicles in designated areas to kind of 
keep an eye on things.

Solar eclipse 
planning 

continues


