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by Cindy Glasson
It may still take several months to work 

through a suit fi led in District Court by the 
Town of Thermopolis and Thermopolis Po-
lice Department against the Board of County 
Commissioners regarding “who pays for what” 
when it comes to Title 25 patients.

Title 25 refers to patients who are detained 
by law enforcement who may be a danger to 
themselves or others and are made to undergo 
involuntary psychiatric treatment (WY Stat 
25-10-110).

The Town is requesting reimbursement for 
police offi cers’ time spent watching over Title 

25 patients at the hospital along with costs in-
curred for transportation to a mental health 
facility outside the city limits, generally the 
Wyoming Behavioral Institute in Casper.

Title 25 patients require 24-hour super-
vision at the hospital for 72 hours or more, 
depending on when the patient has been 
brought in.

County Attorney Jerry Williams, represent-
ing the county commissioners, has asked the 
court for a summary judgment in the case, 
basically asking the court to dismiss the case.

According to the statute, there is no clause 
requiring reimbursement for municipal offi -

cers. It does, however, require the county to 
provide appropriate medical services for the 
fi rst 72 hours of detainment.

The hospital must fi rst attempt to get pay-
ment from public or private health insurance 
or other government benefi t programs prior to 
the county paying for the services.

The statute specifi cally states “cost of treat-
ment”, further, “related to the assessment of 
or necessary treatment for the suspected men-
tal illness.”

In order to receive payment, the town needs 

County asks for summary judgement

See Judgement on page A5

by Mark Dykes
The biggest local race this election is eas-

ily for the fi ve seats on the Hot Springs County 
Hospital District Board of Directors. This board 
would be formed, should the initiative to form a 
hospital district pass in the general election on 
Nov. 8. As the district initiative, as well as the 
measure to create a one percent special purpose 
tax, have been hot topics this year, candidates 
were sure to address them at the candidate fo-
rum held at Thermopolis Middle School Oct. 6.

The public heard fi rst from those seeking one 
of the two seats for a four-year term on the dis-
trict board.

Josh Conrad
Josh Conrad, a current member of the ap-

pointed hospital board for about two years, ex-
pressed his support for both of the ballot initia-
tives with regard to the hospital.

“They are very vital for our community, going 
forward,” Conrad said, also acknowledging the 
division in the community on the issues. He said 
it is important to remember the money raised by 
the initiatives would stay and be of benefi t here. 
He is also open to listening to anyone’s questions 
and concerns, and noted he believes the current 
board does well in that regard.

Conrad further added its important for the 
board to be as fi scally responsible as possible in 
building a new addition and maintaining it. He 
would like to see as many of the dollars used in 
the new construction stay local, if possible.

Bradyn Harvey
Bradyn Harvey said he is a Christian, a hus-

band and father, and a resident of Hot Springs 
County, having been born and raised here, and 
he chooses to raise his children here. He chose to 

run for the hospital board because he loves this 
town and the county, and he wants future gener-
ations to “have a county left to them better than 
it was when it was left to us.” He is in support of 
the one-cent tax, and agrees the hospital needs 
an upgrade, but he is against the formation of a 
district if it is not going to be fi scally responsible 
and held accountable for its actions. His main 
concern with the district's wasted money; as a 
member of the board, he would work to ensure 
the money is spent wisely, with the best interests 
of the county — and its healthcare — in mind.

Joseph Casciato
One of the more interesting events of the eve-

ning was Joseph Casciato’s presentation — and 
apology — given his past opposition to the hos-
pital initiatives. Casciato, Bible in hand, spoke 
of Abraham Lincoln, who was asked whose side 
of the Civil War he believed God was on. Lin-
coln said he didn’t profess to know God’s will, 
but was on God’s side.

Casciato further noted he previously ran for 
county commissioner, and he was opposed to the 
hospital district and the tax. “Obviously, I was 
wrong,” he said, “and God made a wise choice. 
He picked Phil [Scheel] to be a county commis-
sioner, and that was a good thing.”

Casciato said the defeat caused him to go back 
to his Bible, and said he couldn’t fi nd anything 
in God’s word as to why he shouldn’t pay the tax 
or for the district. God has blessed him, he said, 
so he can pay those. He would like to be on the 
hospital board, as he has experience working for 
a hospital and he understands Medicare, Med-
icaid and private insurance.

“I think I would be a good steward, and so I 
do ask for your vote . . . and I apologize for my 

opposition to something I was wrong on.”
Dave Koerwitz

Dave Koerwitz said he believes medical care 
is important to the community. “Without a hos-
pital, the community slowly fades away.” His 
background includes a degree in accounting from 
the University of Wyoming, and over 40 years 
as a CPA. He has served on many boards at the 
local, state and national level, and understands 
how boards operate. On the hospital district 
board, he would work to pass the budget, over-
see construction and make sure operations runs 
smoothly. With his experience and communica-
tion skills, he believes he would be an effective 
board member.

Koerwitz is a supporter of the district and the 
tax, and noted the district is necessary to help 
leverage construction costs with state grants, 
while the tax — paid by everyone, including 
tourists — would go away when the construc-
tion costs are paid for and the hospital is com-
pleted. He further noted the hospital is in need 
of an update, but the closing of the facility would 
have an impact on other businesses, as well as 
the churches, schools and the entire community.

Allan Braaten
Allan Braaten said he is running for the board 

“simply because the hospital needs to be here, 
and needs to be running well for this community 
to survive.” There is no reason to not support a 
hospital, he said, and not having it means people 
will not come here to live. The hospital now op-
erates as a critical care facility, and he acknowl-
edged it is outdated. There is only one shower, 
he noted, and the emergency room and operat-

Strongly contested hospital 
district board race speeds on 

See Race on page A6

Head Start teacher Heather Herring encourages Aeislyn Jennings to spray the fi re hose with Will Larson. Members of the Ther-
mopolis Volunteer Fire Department visited classrooms and hosted students at the fi re hall during Fire Prevention Week.

Shy firefi ghter
photo by Mark Dykes

Wettest fall in 
HSC since 1923

by Cindy Glasson
The recent rains experienced in Hot Springs 

County have made many of us wonder if we were 
going to need webbed feet before it was all over, but 
Brett McDonald with the Riverton offi ce of the Na-
tional Weather Service gives us a glimmer of hope.

According to McDonald, the type of rains we’ve 
been having during September and this fi rst part 
of October are quite unusual. Generally, we get a 
majority of our moisture in the spring months, par-
ticularly March and April.

Weather has been plotted in Hot Springs County 
since 1899, so McDonald has a lot of information to 
draw his conclusions from.

In September, we experienced 1.36 inches of 
precipitation, and so far in October, we’ve had .85 
inches here in town. Other, unoffi cial reports show 
anywhere from 1.75 inches to a full two inches in 
the last storm.

“This is unusual for this time of year,” McDon-
ald said. “We have a peak in precipitation in the 
spring and occasionally, a second peak in Septem-
ber and October.”

That’s not to say this kind of deluge hasn’t hap-
pened before.

In 1923, in late September, early October, fi ve 
inches of rain fell in the county during a three-day 
period.

Late August of 1933 saw a three-day storm that 
dropped over three inches of rain.

The good news is Hot Springs County is now at 
12.5 inches of precipitation for the year, a full two 
inches more than normal.

So what does McDonald see for our winter?
“Looking at December, January and February,” 

he said, “I would say our temperatures will be 
about normal with a slight hint of above normal 
precipitation.”

by Mark Dykes
In addition to hearing from the can-

didates of the various races this elec-
tion during Thursday evening’s meet 
the candidates forum, those attending 
heard from representatives of three Po-
litical Action Committees, and received 
information about Amendment A. 

Karen Sinclair spoke for the Yes to 
Our Hospital PAC.

“Hot Springs County Memorial Hos-
pital is a vital part of our community,” 
Sinclair said. “It is the foundation of 
healthcare in Hot Springs County.” 
She noted the hospital offers a wide 
variety of services, and supports other 
entities in the medical community, such 
as pharmacies, dentists, family practice 
doctors and surgeons.

The hospital also draws people to the 
town, Sinclair said, which positively 
affects other businesses.

“The existence of quality healthcare 
is important to all residents, and our 
hospital makes Hot Springs County 
attractive to people and businesses 
considering moving here.”

With regard to the building itself, Sin-
clair pointed out it is old and in constant 
need of repair, and also struggles to 
accommodate new technology. Further, 
restrooms are not handicap-accessible 
and there is a defi nite lack of shower 
facilities. The layout of the building also 
impedes effi cient staffi ng, and these 
factors make it diffi cult to recruit and 
retain healthcare professionals and 
physicians.

There’s been plenty of input from 
the community on how to solve the 
issue, which has led to the creation of 
two initiatives on the ballot. The fi rst, 
Sinclair said, is the creation of a hos-
pital district. A district, she explained, 
ensures the hospital continues to be 
locally run, and allows the community 
to take advantage of new technologies 
and advances in healthcare. The three 
mill tax levy the district can raise an-
nually will provide steady funding and 
access to other funding opportunities. 
When applying for state grants, Sinclair 
said, the question is always asked as to 

To form or not 
to form a 

hospital district

See District on page A6


