
The playground during recess at Ralph Witters Elementary was teaming with children eager to play in the unusually warm 
February weather. Left to right, Lilly Quintanilla, Chloee Owlsley and Trysten DeVries show off their hanging and climbing 
skills on the jungle gym.   
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State, county tourism increases
by Durward D. Jones

Wyoming tourism economy made some 
great leaps in the fi scal year of 2014-15. Ac-
cording to the Wyoming Offi ce of Tourism, 
the state had a record of 10.5 million people 
visit, this is up from the 10.1 million visi-
tors in 2014.

Travel spending in the state grew to just 
under $3.4 billion in 2015, an increase of $9 
million over the previous year. Visitor spend-
ing directly affects Wyoming's economy by 
generating $175 million in local and state 

tax revenues, up from $163 million in 2014. 
Since 2005, tax revenues generated by the 
tourism and hospitality industry have grown 
by more than 86 percent.

Hot Springs County also has seen a rise in 
lodging tax money in the county from tour-
ism. The county had an 11 percent increase 
in 2015 from the previous year. 

According to Amanda Moeller, Travel and  
Tourism Director, the county has seen the 
effect of these numbers. Hot Springs Coun-
ty has extended to Gillette and surround-

ing areas with advertising and has seen an 
increase in visitors from Campbell County. 

Moeller has increased TV advertising with 
Billings and Casper stations. “The money 
that is received from the local lodging tax is 
used to promote Thermopolis and bring more 
people to stay and play in our community,” 
Said Moeller. 

The lodging tax is paid by visitors that 
spend the night in lodging establishments 
such as a motel, RV park or vacation rental. 
Any stay that is less than 30 days is taxed.
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Shinost found guilty on three counts
by Cindy Glasson

Jurors in Washakie County deliber-
ated just under eight and a half hours 
before bringing back a guilty verdict 
on three counts against Thermopolis 
man, Cody Shinost, in the 2014 roll-
over accident that claimed the life of 
Madisen “Maddie” Price, left her sis-
ter, Delanie Price in a coma for months 
with severe head trauma and caused 
extreme injuries to a third passenger, 
Dylan Balstad.

The trial began in Washakie County 
Fifth Judicial Court on Monday, Feb. 1 
after Shinost’s public defender, Rich-
ard Hopkinson, asked for a change of 
venue from Hot Springs County.

Closing arguments were completed 
by Hopkinson and Hot Springs County 
Attorney Jerry Williams, representing 
the State of Wyoming in the case, by 1 
p.m. on Thursday.

The jury returned to the courtroom 
just before 9:30 p.m. Thursday night 
with a guilty verdict on count one; ag-
gravated vehicular homicide while un-
der the infl uence of  alcohol, count two; 
control of a vehicle while under the in-
fl uence of alcohol resulting in serious 
bodily injury to Delanie Price, and count 
three; control of a vehicle while under 
the infl uence of alcohol, resulting in 
serious bodily injury to Dylan Balstad.

Count one, a felony, carries a possible 
20-year sentence and/or $10,000 fi ne. 
Counts two and three carry a possible 
10-year sentence for each charge. The 
sentencing phase of the trial should 
begin in approximately two weeks ac-

cording to Williams.
A special investigative crash team 

from the Wyoming Highway Patrol 
(WHP) was called into service the night 
of the accident.

That team, using GPS 
technology, was able to 
pinpoint the exact point 
where Shinost’s late mod-
el Mustang left the road, 
where Delanie Price was 
ejected from the vehicle, 
how many times it rolled 
before coming to a stop on 
its wheels and at what 
point Maddie Price was 
ejected, landing behind 
the vehicle. 

Every beer can and 
bottle found on the scene 
as well as bits and piec-
es of wreckage were also 
scanned with the GPS 
and loaded into a com-
puter which calculated 
speed, distance and oth-
er elements of the crash, 
eliminating the possibil-
ity of human error with 
the investigation.

During testimony, members of the 
crash team told the jury marks on the 
roadway above the crash site showed 
Shinost had not attempted to brake be-
fore the car left the pavement.

Witnesses for the prosecution includ-
ed Weston and Heather Jones, the fi rst 
people to reach the crash site.

Weston Jones said he was returning 

from a fair board meeting that night 
when he noticed the car in the ditch, 
and at fi rst, thought they had just slid 
off the road, even though the roads 

were dry.
After reaching home 

about a half mile down 
the road, Jones had his 
wife, Heather, call Hot 
Springs County dis-
patch before returning 
with her to the scene to 
check on the accident.

The Joneses climbed 
down to the car and 
spoke with Shinost and 
Balstad before fi nding 
Maddie Price behind 
the vehicle.

Delanie Price was 
found approximately 10 
minutes later by then 
Hot Springs County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Rick 
Brill when he arrived 
on scene. Delanie was 
face down near the edge 
of the road above the ac-
cident, still wearing her 
Bobcat girls basketball 

team shirt.
 Wyoming Highway Patrolman Jera-

my Pittsley arrived next, followed by 
Hot Springs County School District 
Special Services Director and EMT, Jim 
Lash. Lash had had all four of the vic-
tims as students and recognized them 
immediately. 

Lash did the initial assessment on 

the victims, telling the jury he knew 
Maddie was deceased at that time. This 
was later confi rmed by Hot Springs 
County Coroner, Mark Mortimore.

Crystal Spatol, EMT with Mortimore 
Ambulance Service, testifi ed Shinost 
was in the front passenger seat when 
ambulances arrived. Her assessment 
of him showed bruises and abrasions 
to his hands, but she also checked him 
for head trauma based on his aggres-
siveness and combative nature while 
on the way to the hospital.

Spatol noted his pupils were equal 
but sluggish, ruling out a head inju-
ry, but pointing toward intoxication. 
Shinost’s blood alcohol level was .186, 
more than double the legal limit of .08.

Medical personnel at the hospital, in-
cluding doctors and nurses, confi rmed 
the intoxication diagnosis. Shinost also 
had reduced lung sounds which Dr. Ja-
son Weyer, who worked on Shinost in 
the emergency room, testifi ed was the 
result of pulmonary contusions, bruis-
ing of the lungs, caused by blunt force 
trauma to the chest. Weyer said the 
bruising could have been caused from 
contact with the steering wheel.

The steering wheel, upon inspection, 
had moved 3/4 of an inch from its pri-
mary driving position.

In the days that followed the acci-
dent, the WHP crash team had the ve-
hicle examined extensively by Wyoming 
Department of Transportation fi eld me-
chanic Brandon Blakesley.

Grant application
approved for airport 
feasibility study

After a short public hearing at the Feb. 2 Hot 
Springs County Commissioners meeting, the com-
missioners voted to submit a Site Specifi c Feasi-
bility Study Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) application in the amount of $15,000 to the 
Wyoming Business Council. A match of $5,000 will 
be provided by Hot Springs County. 

The purpose of the feasibility study is to deter-
mine the re-development options for the former 
Hot Springs County Airport. The study will ex-
plore options including benefi t for low or moder-
ate income families, increased recreation area, in-
creased business expansion and other community 
growth options.

Youth Alternatives director Barb Rice reported 
there are currently twelve participants in the pro-
gram. She updated the commissioners on the sur-
veillance camera audio/video system saying it has 
been installed, but is not yet being monitored by 
dispatch in the Law Enforcement Center. Commis-
sioner Brad Basse will work the Chief of Police Steve 
Shay and the county’s IT person to move forward 
in allowing for monitoring by dispatch.

Emergency Management Coordinator Bill Gor-
don presented the commissioners with a resolution 
designating the National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) as the basis for all incident man-
agement in Hot Springs County. The resolution 
was approved in 2004, but due to a change in pro-
cedure at the state level, Gordon asked to have it 
passed as a resolution and signed by the commis-
sioners. A motion was made and carried to do so.

Gordon also discussed a letter he was drafting 
to the Offi ce of Homeland Security (OHS) to serve 
as notice of the county’s interest in participating 
in a regional mitigation planning effort. The state 
has divided Wyoming into fi ve regions and agreed 
to fund FEMA-approved mitigation plans for each 
region. Gordon noted an advantage to having a 
FEMA-approved plan in place is the resultant eli-
gibility to apply for federal mitigation grant fund-
ing should the need arise. The commissioners ap-
proved the letter and asked Gordon to serve as the 
county’s point of contact for the regional mitigation 
planning process.

The commissioners were updated on the county 
jail visitation area. The majority of the work for 
the refurbishment of the area has been completed. 
Acoustic panels have arrived and are ready for in-
stallation. The unisex bathroom is complete.  

Dustin Spomer of GDA Engineers spoke with 
the commissioners regarding the fi nalizing of a few 
matters at the new Hot Springs County Airport. 
Commissioners are working to resolve a plan re-
view issue regarding the hangars at the new air-
port before a date will be set for the closure of the 
old airport. 

   

by Durward D. Jones
The Thermopolis Volun-

teer Fire Department will 
present the annual Fire-
man’s Ball at the VFW Post 
2281 Saturday, Feb. 13.

Doors open at the con-
clusion of the fi refi ghters’ 
awards banquet, which be-
gins at 6 p.m., and is not open 
to the public. The band be-
gins playing at 9 p.m.

Raffl e tickets will be sold 
at the door for guests to pur-
chase for a chance to win sev-
eral door prizes.  

First place is a gift certifi -
cate for $300, second place is 
$200, third is $100 and fourth 
and fi fth are $50 each. 

The gift certifi cates are re-
deemable at any business in 
Hot Springs County.

The ball is free to the pub-
lic, but donations are ac-
cepted, volunteer Fire Chief 
Mark Collins said. Last 
year's event raised just un-
der $7,000.

Live music will be provid-
ed by Sundowners.

Fireman’s
Ball set for
Saturday

Cody Shinost's original 
booking photo from his 
arrest in November, 2014.  


