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Carter Mascorro looks up at a tower of cups he had stacked that were starting to shake, while Alec Martinez stacks cups in a more traditional way. Both boys were making cup tow-
ers on the 100th day of school at Ralph Witters Elementary.                -Zachary White photo

by Lara Love
Start a subscription to the Ther-

mopolis Independent Record during 
the month of February and be en-
tered into our Subscription Sweep-
stakes to be eligible to win some 
great prizes. 

We will be giving away $250 shop-
ping sprees at each of the Ther-
mopolis grocery stores, dinner gift 
certifi cates, movie passes and free 

subscriptions. 
Readers who renew their sub-

scription during February will also 
be entered into the drawing. 

Even if your subscription does not 
expire until July, renew in Febru-
ary to have a chance to win one of 
the great prizes. The year will be 
added to your current subscription 
from its expiration date. 

We want to thank you for read-

ing the Thermopolis Independent 
Record. 

You are the reason this newspa-
per has carried on for more than 
115 years and continues to bring 
you the news, stories and features 
that are relevant and important to 
Hot Springs County. We value your 
readership. 

Hot Springs County residents 
can save $7 off newsstand prices 

and have the IR delivered with your 
mail on Thursday each week. 

Use the coupon from the IR ad on 
page B8 of this paper to subscribe 
and be entered into the sweepstakes 
drawing. Entries are due in our of-
fi ce at 431 Broadway by February 
28, 2015.

For questions or more informa-
tion call the IR offi ce at 307 864-
2328. 

A tower of cups

Subscribe to the IR for a chance to win

What goes up, must come down
by Zachary White

Taking down Christmas 
decorations throughout 
Thermopolis has become 
a community project, with 
various businesses taking 
part in the effort.

John Zupan, of Zupan 
Electric and Plumbing, ex-
plained that the job is one 
that someone has to do, 
and he doesn’t mind being 
a helping hand.

“It’s our community, I’ve 
raised kids here, it’s part 
of community pride,” Zu-
pan said.

He said he has been tak-
ing part in the process of 
cleaning up since 1979, but 
even before that somebody 
had to take them down.

“The fire department 
started doing it long before 

I helped out,” Zupan said. 
Six other companies 

helped take down decora-
tions, as well as the Ther-
mopolis Fire Department.

Mark Range, of Rocky 
Mountain Power, said his 
company was there to help 
during the day.

In total, Range said tak-
ing down decoration took 
less than three hours. 

Mike Howland, of Char-
ter Communications, said 
he was more than happy to 
help take decorations down 
over the past four years. 

Howland said Charter 
started helping when a 
city employee came in and 
asked if they were interest-
ed. He said sure.

It’s simple conversations 
like that, which pull peo-

ple into helping out where 
they can. 

Brad Basse, JADCO Elec-
tric, said for him it was as 
easy as one of his employees 
asking him to get involved 
with it again.

“This is the fi rst time 
we’ve done it for awhile,” 
Basse said.

He said that when his op-
erations manager, a Ther-
mopolis volunteer fi refi ght-
er, asked him to help out 
again, it was simply a mat-
ter of making some of their 
vehicles available. 

And while some are will-
ing to help, others can’t re-
member when they started 
helping.

“We’ve been helping for 
at least 20 years,” John Tis-
sel, of High Plains Power, 

said. 
Like Zupan, Tissel said 

the work is done simply 
because someone needs 
to do it. 

Tissel said that he’s been 
helping since before his old 
company merged with an-
other company to become 
High Plains Power. 

“It’s been a long time,” 
he said.

In total, workers from 
TAK Electric, RT Commu-
nications, JADCO Elec-
tric, Zupan Electric, Char-
ter Communications, High 
Plains Power and Rocky 
Mountain Power helped 
take down decorations.

At the same time Tracy 
Linko, Barb Rice and Meri 
Ann Rush took down deco-
rations in the downtown. 

Commissioners accept resignation of HSC Fire Warden
by Cindy Glasson

The Hot Springs County Commissioners made 
several appointments to county boards at their meet-
ing on Tuesday.

Dawn Peil was appointed to the Fair Board with 
Scott Shoop being appointed to the Library Board. 
Scott Miller and Earl Jackson were both appointed 
to the Predatory Animal Control Board and Arnold 
Pennoyer and Dee Hillberry were appointed to the 
Weed and Pest Board.

In other business, the commissioners heard from 
Hot Springs County Museum director Ross Rhodes, 
who brought in photos of several tiles either broken 
or missing from the military memorial that sits in 
front of the museum.

According to Rhodes, the damage appears to have 
been due to snow removal by one of the county work-
ers clearing around it using a small tractor. Mainte-
nance director Chuck Carver indicated he has talked 
with the employee and said there will be more manual 

snow removal, using a shovel, in the future to prevent 
this happening again.

When the memorial was placed, no money was set 
aside for maintenance or upkeep. Rhodes is not even 
sure he can locate tiles that will match in color or style 
as companies change the tiles they carry periodically.

Damages will be taken care of out of the county’s 
general maintenance fund and Rhodes will fi nd some-
one to do the work.

The commissioners accepted the resignation of 

Hot Springs County Fire Warden, Jay DuVall dur-
ing the meeting.

According to his resignation letter, his job and other 
circumstances do not allow him to dedicate the time 
to the position that it deserves.

County attorney and volunteer fi reman Jerry Wil-
liams said the fi re department is aware of the resig-
nation and they are in the process of looking through 
their ranks to fi nd a replacement they can recommend 
to the commissioners for appointment.


