
by Cindy Glasson
Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead, 

along with State Parks and 
Cultural Resources Director 
Milward Simpson, have been 
invited to Thermopolis Saturday 
at 10 a.m. at the Hot Springs 
State Park pavilion to present 
the state’s plan for a “world-class” 
waterpark being considered for 
the state park.

The governor and Simpson 
were invited to attend the meet-
ing by a group of concerned 
citizens of Hot Springs County, 
known as the “Save the TePee 
Pools” group.

Initially, the pair declined, 
citing a Lincoln Day event in 
Sweetwater County that same 
evening would prevent them 
from being able to attend.

In addition to Mead and Simp-
son, Rep. Cathy Davison (R-HD8, 
Kemmerer), who is chairman of 
the House Travel, Recreation, 
Wildlife and Cultural Resources 
Committee, was invited.

State engineers, division ad-
ministrator Domenic Bravo and 
representatives from the TePee 
Pool may also be here.

Invitations have been extend-
ed to other government agencies 
as well as local government to 
attend the event.

A tentative schedule of events 
includes brief statements by 
Simpson and Mead, followed by 

a question-and-answer period for 
residents to ask the questions 
most important to them.

Everyone in the community is 
invited to attend the event, which 
is expected to last approximately 
two hours.

Splash Park
“The new Hot Springs Splash 

Park will soon become a re-
nowned focal point of recreation 
positioned in the heart of Wyo-
ming,” says the summary of the 
design concept released by the 
state.

Included in the concept is 
parking, which would be in front 
of the new building with overflow 
parking available to the south 
(Kiwanis Washakie Shelter 
parking lot).

A front plaza would include 
a fountain, and see-through ar-
chitecture would be featured on 
the north and south sides with 
views of the “exciting terraced 
pools beyond.”

A wrap-around patio would 
allow visitors to view all of 
the features of the water park, 
“including views of the natural 
beauty of the Rainbow Ter-
races.”

For the thrill seekers, a fresh 
water multi-slide tower would be 
placed within viewing distance 
of the highway in an attempt to 
draw in visitors.

A fresh water lazy river is 
slated for the west side of the 
property – where the large grassy 
area now exists – and a splash 
area for the little ones would be 

close to the main building.
The Hurricane Hole Slide, also 

a fresh water attraction, “spins 
visitors in circles before dropping 
them into the pool below.”

Rainbow Terrace Pools would 
be a collection of pools built at the 
base of the Rainbow Terraces, 
within “close proximity to the 
inlet of the river.”

There would be one outdoor 
mineral pool and one indoor 
mineral pool. According to the 
design concept, the indoor pool 
would be available year round.
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Rainbow Terraces project underway

Mead, Simpson invited to ‘Save the TePee’ event

by Cindy Glasson
With the start of summer tour-

ist season just a few weeks away, 
last-minute work on the terraces 
will be underway this week.

In an effort to get mineral 
water flowing back over areas of 
the Rainbow Terraces, contrac-
tor Tom Davidson with Tomma-
ron, Inc. out of Burlington will 
begin filling and lining three of 
the pools.

Over the years, water has be-
gun seeping through the pools 
along the terraces rather than 
flowing over the edges on their 
way to the river. According to 
State Park personnel, there is no 

way to determine just how much 
water is being lost to the seepage.

In an effort to bring the color 
back to the terraces, Davidson 
and a team of engineers have 
looked over the area and blocked 
out what the elevations are and 
where work needs to be done to 
lower some of those elevations to 
get things moving freely again.

While most of the change in el-
evations will be a matter of mere 
inches, residents will see heavy 
equipment on the terraces, and 
the walkway will be blocked off 
during the weeks it takes to get 
the job completed.

The pools that will be relined 

will first be filled with a layer of 
sand then lined with plastic be-
fore refilling with mineral water. 
The water will be diverted to oth-
er areas of the terraces while the 
project is ongoing.

By placing a few inches of sand 
below the lining, the depth of the 
pools will become more shallow. 
This will allow the water to flow 
over the edges of the ponds, even 
with the lower levels of mineral 
water coming from the Big Spring.

Davidson hopes to have the 
pools lined and the elevations 
corrected as quickly as possible 
so as not to interfere with visi-
tors to the state park.

Easter egg hunter

Zoey Sharp had a ball, or an egg, during the Thermopolis Rehabilitation and Care 
Center’s Easter Egg hunt on Saturday afternoon. The bunny hid his wares in the din-
ing room and all over the grounds for the kiddies to discover.     – Cindy Glasson photo

Above is the conceptual drawing of a proposed water park for Hot Springs State Park. Gov. Matt Mead and State Parks and 
Cultural Resources Director Milward Simpson have been invited to Thermopolis on Saturday to explain the idea and an-
swer questions about the cancellation of TePee Pools, Inc.’s lease with the state.
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by Joe Sova
Revitalization of historic downtown 

Thermopolis is in the cards over the com-
ing months, and years, and it appears 
what is known as the Klink building 
will be the first to get a major facelift.

Bob Bell of Bell Leasing, Co., the own-
er of the building, traveled from Laramie 
to Thermopolis a couple of weeks ago to 
meet with Amanda Moeller upon her ini-
tial contact and invitation. She is the ex-
ecutive director of the Thermopolis-Hot 

Springs Economic Development Com-
pany (EDC). They discussed how she 
could assist Bell to apply for a Historic 
Architectural Assistance Fund (HAAF) 
grant, which could help facilitate Bell’s 
ideas for the Klink restoration. A factor 
in Bell’s desire for revitalization is that 
the Klink building has been in his fam-
ily, in terms of ownership, since it was 
built in 1916. It would be a rejuvenat-
ed landmark when its 100th birthday 
comes just two years from now.

The building, located at 504 Broad-
way, is the former home of Mac’s Bar. 
That storefront sits between The Mar-
ketplace, on the northwest corner of 
Broadway and Fifth streets, and the 
Bangkok Thai Restaurant. During a vis-
it to the Independent Record office that 
same day, Bell said his company had 
earlier purchased what is now Bang-
kok Thai and is leasing that building to 
Lee Soundthaly and her husband Peter 
Jaroenchisakon. That gives Bell store-

fronts from Bangkok Thai around the 
corner to include Thermopolis EyeCare 
and Herring’s Taxidermy, all the way to 
the alley; those business owners lease 
their space from Bell.

“We want to proceed with it and make 
the building better,” Bell said.

“We want to preserve the integrity 
of the building,” Moeller said.

With Moeller as the project manag-
er, if the grant is satisfied it would pro-
vide expertise and consultation rather 

than money. “They provide an archi-
tect or an engineer. No money changes 
hands,” she said. “I did the grant plan 
for EDC. I’ll be here to work with the 
consultant.” Moeller and Bell should 
know within the next couple of weeks 
if the grant would be satisfied.

Kiwanis Club meeting visit
Moeller was the guest speaker at the 

Major facelift on the horizon for historic Klink building

Sheriff’s office begins trial in Casper
over euthanization of horse in 2010

by Drew Foster
A civil trial began Tuesday in U.S. District Court 

in Casper involving Hot Springs County Sheriff 
Lou Falgoust, acting in his official capacity, as the 
defendant and regarding policies and procedures 
practiced by the sheriff’s office when a horse was eu-
thanized on West Mud Creek Road in August 2010.

The jury trial is scheduled to last four days.
Plaintiffs Chris and Larry Bentley are seek-

ing damages for alleged violations of their Fourth 
and Fourteenth amendment rights under the U.S 
Constitution.

At the heart of the lawsuit are actions surround-
ing the Aug. 10, 2010, shooting of a horse named 
Bud on West Mud Creek Road by former Under-
sheriff Dave Larson. An off-duty sheriff’s deputy and 
an off-duty police department employee found the 
horse on West Mud Creek Road that day. Larson 

was dispatched to the scene. Katrin Kolder, a local 
veterinarian at the time, arrived a short time later.

According to the plaintiff’s claims and conten-
tions in a joint final pre-trial order filed March 28, 
Kolder asked if the horse belonged to the Bentleys, 
and Larson said he believed it was abandoned. The 
horse was then inspected, determined to be in poor 
condition, administered a sedative and euthanized, 
the document states.

Larson settled a portion of the lawsuit in April 
2013 for $2,700 plus the plaintiff’s attorney fees 
and recoverable court costs. Larson initially was 
named the sole defendant in his individual capac-
ity, but a first amended complaint filed April 2, 
2013, by attorneys representing the plaintiffs add-
ed the sheriff’s office to the lawsuit. Falgoust was 

See Klink on page 11

Lease terminated; owners
ordered to vacate property
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See Lawsuit on page 12

An Independent Record special edition for the 

Thermopolis-Hot Springs 

Kiwanis Health Fair 

The path to a healthier you…
in 2014

Saturday, April 26 • 8 a.m . - Noon

Thermopolis Middle School



The former location of Mac’s Bar at 506 Broadway in down-
town Thermopolis is owned by Bell Leasing, Inc. Owner Bob 

Bell is making plans for restoration of the storefront, fea-
turing entrances for two separate businesses.
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 FREMONT TOYOTA OF LANDER 
 103 Fremont Way, Lander

(307) 332-5011

SEE YOUR LOCAL COWBOY STATE TOYOTA DEALER:

BUYATOYOTA.COM 

Options shown. Offers end 5/5/14. Does not include College Grad or Military Rebate. 12014 EPA-estimated 25 city/35 highway/28 combined mileage for Camry 4-cyl. Actual mileage will vary. 2Based on manufacturer estimates. CY 2013 sales. 3APR financing with approved credit from Toyota
Financial Services on new 2014.5 Camry, Camry Hybrid, 2014 Corolla (excludes Matrix), Tundra, Venza and RAV4 (excludes EV). 4Cash Back offer provided by Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc on new 2014.5 Camry, Camry Hybrid, 2014 Tundra Crewmax and Venza. 5Vehicle’s projected resale value is
specific to the 2014 model year. For more information, visit Kelley Blue Book’s KBB.com. Kelley Blue Book is a registered trademark of Kelley Blue Book Co., Inc. 62014 EPA-estimated 29 city/38 highway/32 combined mpg for Corolla LE CVT. Actual mileage will vary. 72014 EPA-estimated 20 city/
26 highway/22 combined mpg for Venza 4-cyl. Actual mileage will vary. 82014 EPA-estimated 22 city/29 highway/25 combined mileage for RAV4 AWD. Actual mileage will vary. 9Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part
of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's (NHTSA's) New Car Assessment Program (www.safercar.gov). †Average Finance Savings reflects the interest savings based on an average 3.46% finance rate offered
by Toyota Financial Services to qualified customers in the Denver Region. Offers cannot be combined and may vary by region. See participating dealer for details. *Covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years

or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids, except emergency fuel delivery.TOYOTA.COM

Visit your local Toyota Dealer today! Offers end 5/5/14.

35 Estimated MPG 1

A NEW 2014.5 CAMRY

38 Estimated MPG 6

A NEW 2014 COROLLA 29 Estimated MPG 8

A NEW 2014 RAV4
26 Estimated MPG 7

A NEW 2014 VENZA

BEST SELLING CAR
IN AMERICA 2

A NEW
2014 TUNDRA
BEST RESALE VALUE:
TOP 10 5

$1,500 CASH
BACK4

(On a new 2014.5 Camry or Camry Hybrid)
OR

$1,000CASH
BACK4

(On a new Tundra CrewMax only)
OR

AVAILABLE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

(Excludes EV model)

cost maintenance plan
+ roadside assistance*

0% APR3

Financing for 60 mos with
$16.67 per $1000 borrowed

Gas Model: APR Finance Savings of $2,130.79 †

Hybrid: APR Finance Savings of $2,435.55 †

1.9% APR3

Financing for 60 mos with
$17.48 per $1000 borrowed

APR Finance Savings of $1,735.17 †

1.9%
APR3

Financing for 60 mos
with $17.48 per $1000 borrowed
APR Finance Savings of $780.77 †

0%
APR3

Financing for 60 mos
with $16.67 per $1000 borrowed
APR Finance Savings of $2,874.10 †

$1,500CASH
BACK4

OR

1.9%
APR3

Financing for 60 mos
with $17.48 per $1000 borrowed
APR Finance Savings of $2,716.01 †

(Excludes Matrix)

NHTSA 5-STAR OVERALL
SAFETY RATING 9

GREAT
DEALS PLUS NO
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&Quips
Health
By Carol Bivens

I always wanted 
to be a procrasti-
nator, but I never 
got around to it.

Alzheimer’s disease affects 
10% of the population over 

the age of 65, which is 
approximately 4.5 million 

Americans.

Mon.-Fri., 9-6
Sat., 9-2

Your neighborhood pharmacy that 
Thermopolis has trusted for over 25 years.

864-2369 610 S. 6th St. 
                  (Inside Blair’s Super Market)

We will match cash prices 
of local competitors.

Stop by and check with us.

Hot Springs County 
Senior Center

• LunCH Menu •

Menu subject to change without notice.
864-2151

206 Senior Avenue

High Plains Power,
your Touchstone Energy Cooperative

This menu sponsored by

MondAy 
Beef & Vegetable Stew, Onion 

& Cheese Rolls, Pickled Beets & 
Onions, Fluffy Fruit Cup

TueSdAy
Oven Fried Chicken, Mashed 

Potatoes w/Gravy, English Pea 
Salad, Rolls, Pineapple Upside 

Down Cake
WedneSdAy

Beef Fajita, Fajita Vegetables, 
Salsa/Sour Cream/Cheese/Lettuce/

Tomato, Refried Beans, 
Fruity Jell-O

ThurSdAy
Baked Pork Chops, Stuffing 
w/Gravy, Steamed Carrots, 

Rolls, Peach Crisp
FrIdAy

Lasagna, Mixed Green Salad, 
Italian Vegetables, Garlic Bread, 

Sherbert

April 27-May 2

Klink from page 1

April 17 meeting of the Thermop-
olis Kiwanis Club. She shared 
what she knew about the Klink 
building and its immediate fu-
ture. Moeller opened some eyes 
when she said there were 38 of-
fices on the second story of the 
building at one time back in the 
day. She indicated the second 
floor is conducive to facilitating 
apartments.

In addition to being EDC exec-
utive director, Moeller is director 
of tourism for Hot Springs Travel 
& Tourism and a committee mem-
ber with the Main Street Ther-
mopolis revitalization program.

“Any improvement is going to 
help business…I think that will 
be a catalyst for our main street 
district,” Moeller said of the Klink 
building’s renovation. After all, 
downtown has been deemed a 
historic district. “It’s very influ-
ential to tourism.

“It’s an expense, but it’s im-
portant to make that happen,” 
she said of downtown revital-
ization through the Main Street 
program. “We’re having good 
participation from businesses 
and business owners. Getting 
the building owners on board 
has been very crucial. The (Main 
Street) program overall has been 
very well received and we want 
to build some steam.”

Main Street programs are 
spreading across the state of Wy-
oming, with Powell recently get-
ting on board. “It’s a great oppor-
tunity for Thermopolis. The town 
(mayor and council) is on board 
with this.”

In fact, Kiwanian Bill Mal-
loy, the Thermop mayor, said 
the revitalization program is 
happening “because someone 
has a passion. We have a group 

(Main Street Thermopolis) that 
has that.” He then complimented 
Moeller. “This young lady has a 
passion.”

“The Klink block is such a 
beautiful building. We have a fan-
tastic historic district downtown. 
We want to turn it into something 
special,” Moeller said.

She indicated the building that 
sits on a 10,000-square-foot lot is 
very underutilized.

Bell’s early thoughts include 
turning the former Mac’s Bar into 
two businesses/storefronts. “We 
want to put two separate units 
in there,” he said, and the divid-
ing wall could be taken down if 
the desire was to accommodate a 
single business.

It appears Bell wants to rein-
stall the building’s original store-
front windows and he has doors 
for the entrances. When that 
happens, residents and visitors 
alike will see the Klink building 
going back toward its glory days 
of yesteryear.


