
by Cindy Glasson
Wyoming’s governor, Matt 

Mead, presented his first State 
of the State address for 2013 on 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, starting the 
year with a good deal of optimism 
for the Cowboy State.

In his opening statements, 
Mead laid out the steps needed 
to position the state for whatever 
fiscal climate may come, either a 
boom for Wyoming or a tougher 
economy.

Mead suggests building sav-
ings, reducing the standard bud-
get, cutting the size of government 
and streamlining state regula-
tions. In addition, he said the state 
must decide on a funding scenario 
for highways, change some fiscal 
policies and provide funding for 
major items like wildfire expens-
es, landfills and assistance to local 
governments.

“Unlike the federal govern-
ment, we will continue to live with-
in our means,” Mead said. “We will 

fund important items that position 
Wyoming well for the future, but 
draw the line on overspending.”

State budget
The governor presented a sup-

plemental budget for fiscal year 
2014 in November 2012. 

In order to present a balanced 
budget, Mead asked state agencies 
to reduce their individual budgets 
by 8 percent, based on natural gas 
production losses.

Wishing to lead by example, 
Mead took cuts amounting to 10 
percent for the Governor’s Office 
and the Governor’s Residence.

His office reduced the size of 
government, eliminating 86 va-
cant positions.

Mead said he realized some felt 
the reductions were too deep, yet 
there are others in the Legislature 
that felt the cuts should have been 
even deeper.

Although Mead spoke exten-
sively about cuts that were made, 

not everything in the budget was 
a total loss.

In fact, the budget included 
$8.5 million for salary increas-
es and $2.5 million for one-time, 
merit-based bonuses for state 
employees, including University 
of Wyoming and community col-
lege personnel.

Other monies will be added as 
well, including $5 million to re-
plenish the data center recruit-
ment fund, hoping to draw more 
tech-based business to the state as 
well as keep more of Wyoming’s 
young people here.

Another $5 million will be add-
ed to the funding of the Wildlife 
and Natural Resource Trust to 
continue with conservation work, 
and $25 million has been recom-
mended for local governments to 
help keep communities strong.

Landfills will be receiving up 
to $20 million with $30 million 
set aside for energy projects of a 
transformational nature.

All of these funds will be com-
ing from capital gains income and 
are a one-time expense.

Even with the cuts and the ad-
ditional spending, the budget rec-
ommendation by the governor still 
leaves $19.8 million on the table.

State reserves
Mead asked that some changes 

be made during the coming year, 
one of which relates to the Perma-
nent Mineral Trust Fund, totaling 
over $5 billion.

According to state constitution, 
1.5 percent of all severance taxes 
must go into the fund. A fairly 
new statute puts an additional 
1 percent of the severance taxes 
into it as well, and Mead would 
like to see the Legislature change 
the statute.

Instead, Mead would like to see 
the statutory 1 percent redirected 
into the Legislative Stabilization 

See Mead on page 10
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by Joe Sova
Hot Springs County will commemorate its 100th 

anniversary with a County Centennial Celebra-
tion on Saturday, June 22 in Thermopolis.

The date for the celebration was set during 
the second organizational meeting, held Monday 
evening at the Hot Springs County Museum and 
Cultural Center. During the first meeting, input 
from those attending pertaining to a date for the 
celebration was accepted. Dates were basically 
narrowed down to June 1, June 22 or the Fourth 
of July.

A primary reason for the June 22 date selected 
was to tie in with the annual PRCA Cowboy Ren-
dezvous, scheduled for June 20-22 at the county 
fairgrounds. Cowboy Rendezvous committee mem-
ber Phillip Scheel attended the meeting and said 
the committee welcomed the opportunity to share 
June 22 with the Centennial Celebration.

“The more things we can pack into one week-
end the better,” Scheel said.

Cowboy Rendezvous on same day
The 2013 Cowboy Rendezvous will feature 

PRCA Rodeo performances Friday and Satur-
day, June 21 and 22, as well as the free pancake 
breakfast and parade on June 22. This year, a pack 
horse race is an added attraction – to be held the 
evening of Thursday, June 20.

During extensive discussion by those attending 
Monday’s meeting, it was determined the County 
Centennial Celebration part of the weekend would 
begin with the parade – in conjunction with the 
Cowboy Rendezvous. The parade begins at 10 a.m. 
Saturday and could feature local officials dressed 
similar to what people wore when Hot Springs be-
came a county in 1913 – in Western attire. It was 
also suggested that local merchants dress West-
ern for the celebration weekend.

Ceremony featuring dignitaries
A centennial ceremony would begin around 11 

a.m. in Hot Springs State Park, featuring a num-
ber of local and state dignitaries. Gov. Matt Mead, 
Sens. Mike Enzi and John Barrasso, and Rep. 
Cynthia Lummis will be invited to attend, along 
with former U.S. Sen. Alan Simpson.

There was discussion of having a Dutch-oven 
lunch around noon at the state park, featuring 
perhaps an old-fashioned, homemade ice cream-
making contest. Plans will be to have inflatables 
for youngster enjoyment in the park June 22 along 
with musical entertainment and other attractions.

Either a beef or buffalo barbecue would be set 
for 5 p.m. Saturday at the state park, giving folks 
plenty of time to get over to the fairgrounds for the 
PRCA Rodeo performance. The County Centen-
nial Celebration would also tie in with the Cow-
boy Rendezvous dance after Saturday’s rodeo. 
There was discussion that the dance be held on 
the bank of the Big Horn River in the state park, 
near the boat dock. The site of the dance will be 
determined at a later date.

There is expected to be a video depicting the first 
100 years of Hot Springs County at the museum. A 
time capsule could also be part of the celebration.

Tying in with the County Centennial Celebra-
tion will be a quilt raffle. The quilt is expected to 
be constructed of people’s own “memory squares.” 
It should be completed by sometime in May and 
would be displayed at various locations in Ther-
mopolis.

Members of the committee were to look into 
the possibility for fundraising for the celebration 
through a state grant.

The next public meeting is set for 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 11 at the museum. Anyone inter-
ested in County Centennial Celebration plans is 
invited to attend.

County Centennial
Celebration June 22

by Cindy Glasson
Hot Springs County has a new trea-

surer in place after a final vote by the 
Hot Springs County Commissioners at 
their meeting Tuesday afternoon.

Isabelle Willson was chosen to re-
place Mickeyjean Ford after Ford’s re-
tirement from the county, effective Dec. 
31. Willson will fill the elected position 
until the next election in 2014.

There has been something of a con-
troversy over Ford’s replacement. Most 
residents of the county figured the job 
would automatically go to Ford’s sec-
ond-in-command at the treasurer’s of-
fice, Julie Mortimore, who has worked 

in that office for 30 years.
However, by statute, as Ford was a 

registered Republican, it was up to the 
Hot Springs County Republican Central 
Committee to seek out qualified candi-
dates, narrow the prospective applicant 
pool and present three names for con-
sideration to the county commissioners.

Those final three applicants includ-
ed Mike Gular, Lorraine Quarberg and 
Willson. Two others threw their hats in 

the ring, but were not chosen by the cen-
tral committee to move on in the process.

Final interviews with the three indi-
viduals were held Tuesday starting at 
11 a.m. in the commissioners’ chambers.

The commissioners cast a unanimous 
ballot for Willson shortly after 4 p.m. 
during their open meeting.

Calls to commissioners
At that time, commissioner Mike 

Baker expressed his displeasure at 
having received numerous calls and 
emails from residents accusing the cen-
tral committee of some sort of wrongdo-
ing in the process. Baker was not the 
only one to be contacted – commission 
chairman Brad Basse and commission-
er John Lumley were also contacted by 
upset citizens.

Isabelle Willson appointed as new county treasurer

Ralph Witters Elementary second graders enjoyed a learning experience while mak-
ing bagels at the vo-tech building Friday. Pictured with teacher Kim Carswell, from 
left, are R-Eyonna Rodas, Sage Fishbaugh and Autumn Bansemer.   — Joe Sova photo

Dough Day for second graders

Ice skating, anyone?
by Joe Sova

Whether you have had a flu 
shot this winter or not, it’s a 
good idea to avoid crowds and 
it’s strongly suggested that you 
wash your hands with soap and 
warm water often. Those are the 
recommendations of Hot Springs 
County Public Health Manager 
Marie McDougall.

She agrees the strain of influ-
enza that is being experienced, 
in Wyoming and in many other 
states, is more severe than last 

year.
Calls to 

the county 
health de-
p a r t m e n t 
office, Red 
Rock Family 
Practice and 
Hot Springs 
County Me-
morial Hospital indicate there 
are no flu vaccines still available 
in the county for this season.

“We ran out before Christ-

mas,” Mc-
D o u g a l l 
said.  The 
health de-
p a r t m e n t 
pre-orders 
vaccine in 
February or 
March for 
the next flu 

season, based on what was ad-
ministered the preceding year. 
“And we have to pay for it. We 
budget for it.”

Therefore, the health depart-
ment – and other sites that give 
flu shots – have to pay for the 
vaccine six or seven months be-
fore people who get the vaccine 
pay for it. McDougall said the 
health department gave 720 
vaccinations during the current 
flu season.

Red Rock Family Practice gave 
about 500 flu shots and another 
350 were administered at the 
Worland clinic. The Thermopolis 

Influenza taking its toll in county

State of the State: Mead optimistic about future
See Influenza on page 10

See Commissioners on page 10

Mike Gular, Lorraine 
Quarberg considered
for position as well
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flagstone electric
Professional residential &

commercial wiring
24 hour service - licensed & insured

cell: 307-921-8461 621 warren st.
Phone: 307-864-3514 thermopolis, wY 82443

Dwight Merklein

• electrical troubleshooting • emergency Power generators
• new services • low voltage & network wiring

(3 month minimum, no changes)

Advertise Your Business

HERE

Stop by the Independent Record,
431 Broadway for more information

or call 864-2328.

 13 weeks $130

13 Weeks $130 
(3 month minimum, no changes)

Stop by the Independent Record,
431 Broadway for more information

or call 864-2328.

YOUR MESSAGE HERE

Jim's Roofing
15 Years experience

√ Licensed, bonded & insured
√ New or replacement roofs
√ Repairs shingles
√ Free estimates

Call (307)240-0967

NEW CONSTRUCTION  REMODELS
FRAMING, FINISHING  DRYWALL, TEXTURING

CONCRETE, TILE

1185 Hwy. 20 North
THERMOPOLIS, WY 82443

KURT SHAFFER
Ph. (307) 864-5489
Cell (307) 431-6031

FREE ESTIMATES

  SHAFFER
   CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Rick Hilzendeger

Home: 307-864-2629 • Cell: 307-431-0021
723 US Hwy. 20 N. • Thermopolis, WY 82443

Reasonable Rates

Steve’s Plumbing
& Heating

Bus.: (307) 864-2401
24-Hour Service

Plumbing, Heating & Sheet Metal
STEVE JELLIS
Cell: (307) 921-9939

602 Shoshoni • P.O. Box 910
Thermopolis, WY 82443

Dave Patterson 864-5302

  • Custom Homes
  • Additions
  • Concrete
  • Decks
  • Drywall

Free

Estim
ates

Patterson Construction

RaY & CINdY devRIeS
OWNeRS

Canyon Concrete
Sand & Gravel LLC.

(307) 864-3500
(307) 864-3609 FaxP.O. BOx 1249

101 amOReTTI
THeRmOPOlIS, WY 82443

White Horse
Country Store

180 Hwy 20 South
Thermopolis, WY 82443

Purina Feeds, Saddles & Tack, Hats, Boots and Gifts
Toll Free 1-877-864-3048 or 1-307-864-3047

E-mail: whcs@rtconnect.net

Dave & Cindy Denton - Owners

Hot Springs Title
(under the green awning on 5th street)

s. diane winter
agent/owner

105 North Fifth Street
Thermopolis, Wyoming 82443

307 864-3436
Professional Property Title Services

Thermopolis EyeCare, LLC

dana m. mcdermott, o.d.
Phone: (307)864-2324
110 n. 5th street
thermopolis, wY 82443
fax: (307)864-2330
tec@rtconnect.net
www.visionsource-thermopoliseyecare.com

vision source

Monday-Friday

864-4044

Dr. Bill F. Hayes DC
443 Big Horn

Thermopolis

ChiropraCtiC
aCupunCture

410 s. 5th, thermopolis, wY 82443
307-864-2553 sheetmetal

fabrication 
shop

all Brands & models serviced.
½ ton - 20 ton

HEATING & AIr
CoNDITIoNING rEpAIr

Industrial - Commercial - Residential

Mary L. Scheible
Attorney-at-Law

510 S. 9th - Office
Thermopolis WY 82443

307-864-2013

    

Owl Creek Gravel Products, LLC
PO Box 783, 1371 Jones Road

Thermopolis, WY 82443
Ph 307.864.3024
Fx 307.864.2689

email: owlcreekgravel@rtconnect.net

ContaCt Us FoR PRoDUCt
aVaIlabIlItY anD PRICes

1313 Hwy 20 South, Wind River Canyon
(307) 851-0698

allendarlington@yahoo.com

Al Darlington - Taxidermist

Discount LiquoR
PRicEs

Order Case Lots
at Cost Plus 10%

Offered by Grand Cru Enterprises, LLC
PO Box 783

Thermopolis, WY 82443
PH 921-8078 FX 864-2689

done-Right electric
Service You Can Trust

Kenneth m. Tuffner
WY master electrician

989 missouri Breaks ln.
Thermopolis, WY 82443

Tel/Fax: 307-867-2022
Cell: 307-921-8555

ktuffner@tctwest.net

Drs. Carl & 
Kamme Jeffries

Owsley Construction, Inc.
Reese Owsley 921-8616

1219 Johnson
WE DO IT ALL!

Concrete • New Construction 
Tile • Remodels

Leif Polson, D.D.S.
Guy C. Drake, D.D.S.

Wisdom Teeth • IV Sedation • Implants

Ph: 307-864-9411
P.O. Box 751 • 110 East Arapahoe

Thermopolis, WY 82443
HOURS: MON., 8 AM-5 PM • TUES.-THURS., 7 AM-7 PM • FRI., 7 AM-1 PM

Weisbeck construction

Building quality homes and all 
wood garages and barns since 1976.

Roofing ~ Siding ~ Concrete
All types of home improvement & remodeling.

Pete Weisbeck 921-1314
Specializing in energy efficient design.

Weisbeckconstruction.com 148 E. Arapahoe • 864-2913

Join TodAy for Your
HealtH & Well Being

day, Weekly & monthly
Passes available

mon.-Thurs.
5:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

Fri. 5:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m.-noon

Massages by Appt.
non-profit.
Donations accepted.

(3 month minimum, no changes)

Advertise Your Business

HERE

Stop by the Independent Record,
431 Broadway for more information

or call 864-2328.

 13 weeks $130

of Thermopolis

A Japanese Martial Art 
fostering 

personal growth

Reggie Reid
Chief Instructor

Cell: (775) 741-5743
Email: ThermopolisAikido@att.net

Web: ThermopolisAikido.com

3313 Paintbrush Lane
Worland WY 82401

1-877-514-8958

(3 month minimum, no changes)

Your business card
could be here.

Stop by the Independent Record,
431 Broadway for more information

or call 864-2328.

 13 weeks $130

McWilliams
  Auction
    Service

For All Your Auction Needs

(307) 921-9553

INNOvaTIve aUTO BOdY
& aUTO GlaSS RePaIR

524 Warren Street
Thermopolis, WY 82443

(307) 864-2616

 (307)864-3727
(307)921-9148

T-TownT-Townauto
Quality used cars and trucks

Mechanical • Detailing • U-Haul Dealer
Corner of 6th 

and Arapahoe

(3 month minimum, no changes)

Your business card
could be here.

Stop by the Independent Record,
431 Broadway for more information

or call 864-2328.

 13 weeks $130

Joe Hilbert 
PLUMbINg HEATINg AC

LICENSEd MASTER PLUMbER SINCE 1980
jOE HILbERT

EPA CERTIFIEd • FULLY INSUREd
NO jOb TOO SMALL

307-921-8450

518 Broadway 
864-4011

• Art Supplies
• Trophies
• Leatherwork
• Beading
• Classes

EnGRAVinG • FRAMinG • STAinEd GLASS

Jim Hays - Owner

canyon
auto
repair 

Foreign and Domestic
Full Service Repair Shop

Major Repairs/Light Maintenance

864-3222

133 lane 1
Thermopolis, Wy just north of Shopko on Hwy. 20

Family Owned 
& Operated

431 Broadway   864-2328
independent record
Thermopolis Hot Springs

need Printing?
see us!

letterhead, envelopes, Business Cards,
Forms, Brochures, Flyers and more.

We can help you with all your printing needs.

Client: Cablevision
Publication: Thermop Independent Record

Date: 1/13/13
Size: 2.0625 x 4

This ad prepared by 
Sanna Mattson MacLeod, Inc.

631-265-5160

Optimum is seeking a Field Service 
Technician to install video, internet 
and phone services. Working knowl-
edge of telecommunications/ CATV 
wiring desired. Ability to use a 28’ 
ladder, climb telephone poles, and lift 
75 lbs, in all weather conditions. Valid  
drivers license with a safe driving record 
is mandatory. Drug test, background 
check and MVR required. Must have 
high school diploma or equivalent. 

For a complete job description and 
to submit your resume online, visit:

We are an EOE & maintain a drug-free workplace. 

We are fully committed to & strive for diversity in our 
workplace & encourage all individuals to apply.

Optimumjobs.net
Enter Req ID #19408BR

Optimumjobs.net

FIELD SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN

Worland or
Thermopolis 

Area 
NOTICE

The Town of Thermopolis Mayor and Council are seeking 
interested applicants for a vacant City Council Person term. 
The Thermopolis Town Council consists of a Mayor and 
four elected Council seats. To meet the requirements for the 
vacant position the successful applicant must live in the city 
limits of the Town of Thermopolis and be able to attend two 
Council meetings a month. Thermopolis Town Council will ap-
point the vacant position at its February 5, 2013 meeting.

Interested applicants will need to bring or send a letter by 
January 31, 2013 to:

Vacant Council Position, Town of Thermopolis
420 Broadway Street

Thermopolis, WY 82443  
If you have any questions please call Town Hall at (307)864-9285

hospital’s supply of the vaccine 
was extinguished. Thermopolis 
Rehabilitation and Care Cen-
ter also administers flu shots to 
its residents, according to Mc-
Dougall.

She spoke about the wide-
spread nature of influenza this 
season.

“It is making people sicker,” 
McDougall said. “It comes in 
waves and this is the wave.” She 
said the duration of this strain 
remains to be seen.

To McDougall’s knowledge, 
there have been no cases of 

H1N1, or swine flu, in Hot 
Springs County this season – 
although there have been some 
cases in other Wyoming coun-
ties.

Avoiding getting, 
spreading flu

As they see reports of high 
flu activity across the state, 
Wyoming Department of Health 
representatives are encourag-
ing residents to take common-
sense steps to avoid becoming 
ill with influenza or spreading 
it to others.

“In Wyoming, the level of flu 
activity we are seeing right now 
is higher than at any point since 
the unusually high level we saw 
in October 2009 during the H1N1 
(swine flu) pandemic,” said Clay 
Van Houten, Wyoming Depart-
ment of Health emerging diseas-
es unit chief.

Dr. Tracy Murphy, state epi-
demiologist with the Wyoming 
Department of Health, said ba-
sic common-sense measures can 
help slow or prevent influenza’s 
spread.

“Covering your mouth and 

nose with your sleeve or a tissue 
when you sneeze and cough; fre-
quently washing your hands; and 
staying home from work, school, 
day care and errands when you 
are ill can help,” Murphy said.

Influenza (flu) is a contagious 
respiratory illness caused by a 
virus. Symptoms include fever, 
headache, extreme tiredness, 
dry cough, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose and muscle aches. In-
fluenza can cause severe illness 
and complications, particularly 
among older people and the very 
young.

Murphy said, “If you become 
ill, be sure to get lots of rest, drink 
plenty of liquids and avoid us-
ing alcohol or tobacco. You may 
also take medications to relieve 
your symptoms, but avoid giv-
ing products containing aspirin 
to children or teens with flu-like 
symptoms.”

Doctors may recommend pre-
scription antiviral medications 
to help treat influenza. Prescrip-
tion antiviral medications may 
be especially helpful for persons 
at higher risk for complications 
from flu such as young children, 

adults 65 years of age or older, 
persons with chronic medical 
conditions, persons with altered 
immune systems, women who are 
pregnant or soon after delivery, 
persons less than 19 years of 
age who are on long-term aspi-
rin therapy for other conditions, 
those who are extremely over-
weight, and residents of nurs-
ing homes or other chronic-care 
facilities.

“For antiviral medications to 
be a good option, it is important 
to seek medical care quickly,” 
Murphy advised. 
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Reserve Account, or “rainy day 
fund,” in an attempt to create a 
buffer for emergencies such as the 
horrific wildfire season Wyoming 
encountered this year.

The governor proposed new coal 
lease bonuses go into the reserve 
account as well.

“Under my proposal, we will 
continue to save more in the stabi-
lization account,” Mead said. “And 
by doing so, we will strengthen our 
ability to weather tough times as 
well as add transparency.”

Health care
Knowing there are changes 

coming on the federal level to 
health care across the country, 
Mead said some tough decisions 

are going to have to be made in 
that arena, too.

While the federal government 
will undoubtedly create a health 
care “exchange,” much like an in-
surance pool, that exchange will 
probably be only temporary and 
Wyoming must make an informed 
choice on which program will be 
best for Wyoming’s citizens.

To that end, the governor re-
quested $100,000 to look into the 
options that will be available.

“We must keep an open mind,” 
he said. “There is no magic wand 
waving, we must act. We have until 
2014 before full implementation of 
the health care plan, so I suggest 
we work now to prepare and seek 
the answers.

“Let’s find the best deal, the best 
fit for Wyoming. It’s better to say 
what we want and ask for it rather 
than just go along with whatever 
the feds think is best for us.”

Wyoming roads
The question of road mainte-

nance has been on the table for 
some time now, the governor’s of-
fice, Legislature and Department 
of Transportation all proposing 
their best ideas on funding sources, 
only to be rejected by each other.

“Roads are the backbone for so 
much of our commerce, our rec-
reation and our day-to-day liv-
ing,” Mead said. “It is an issue of 
safety. If we fail to maintain our 
roads it is no different than failing 

to maintain a car or a home. The 
price goes up and a higher price 
will be paid for poor maintenance. 
That is not a plan for being fiscally 
conservative.”

Mead is concerned about deplet-
ing large amounts from the general 
fund each year, funding that could 
help with education, health care 
and services for seniors or the dis-
abled, just to maintain highways.

The governor’s proposal is an in-
crease in the gasoline tax, a num-
ber he did not mention during the 
speech, but has been suggested 
could be as much as 10 cents per 
gallon. Mead would like to see the 
use of dedicated mineral money for 
road infrastructure as well.

“We’ve talked this thing into 

the ground and haven’t moved 
the needle,” he said. “We are not 
Washington, D.C., we are Wyo-
ming, we get things done. Let’s 
get this done.”

Education
While the education of Wyo-

ming’s young people is a top pri-
ority in the state, Mead made it 
clear that between his office, the 
Legislature and the Department of 
Education, “we’re not on the same 
sheet of music.”

According to Mead, in spite of 
spending more per student than 
almost any other state, we’re not 
seeing clear results and it’s quite 
frustrating for him.

Rather than focusing on issues 

like high school graduation rates, 
dual immersion language oppor-
tunities, charter schools, technical 
schools or minimizing school vio-
lence, the discussions have wasted 
time and money wrangling with 
problems that should and can be 
avoided.

Accountability from the ground 
up, teachers and administrators, 
all the way up the ladder to the 
Legislature, has to become the 
focus.

“We’ve got the funding,” Mead 
said. “We have great teachers. Now 
we need to increase high school 
graduation rates, improve college 
readiness and have a long-term 
path to excellence. We owe it to 
our kids and our state.”

According to Baker, of the five 
applicants, two of those were 
members of the central com-
mittee, the chairman and vice 
chairman. Three applicants had 
familial or some other kind of con-
nection to the central committee 
that could be construed as con-
flicts of interest for the commit-
tee members should they vote on 
the candidates.

“If everyone with a conflict of 
interest had recused themselves 
from voting there would have 
only been a handful of people left 
to vote,” Baker said. “I believe it 
was a fair vote. It took us four 
rounds of voting to narrow the 
choice down to three.

“In my opinion, we had a job to 
do and we did it. We did it with 
the people we had available that 
were elected by the people in our 

precincts.”
When it came down to voting 

with the commissioners, Baker 
said, “I have thought of recus-
ing myself from this vote. I think 
Brad (Basse) and John (Lumley) 
can make a legitimate and per-
fectly justifiable decision, but I 
think I have a responsibility, too, 
to use my judgment to make the 
right decision.”

Baker went on to say he didn’t 
want anything in the decision 
making to be perceived by the 
public as “fixed” and hoped that 
whomever was ultimately cho-
sen would not be tainted by the 
controversy surrounding the re-
placement process.

Comments from public
Just one comment came from 

the public before the vote was 

taken.
Sheriff’s Deputy Dan Pebbles 

said, “Put yourself in the position 
of that person who has spent 30 
years in that position (referring 
to Mortimore), only to find you 
haven’t even made the short list. 
I think the whole process was 
probably tainted from the onset.”

If the commissioners had cho-
sen not to vote, they could have 
transferred the decision to the 
courts. 

“Maybe it needs to be trans-
ferred up to the judge,” Pebbles 
said.

County Attorney Jerry Wil-
liams encouraged people to get 
involved in the political process.

“If you don’t like the politi-
cal situations, please feel free 
to jump in,” he said. “We have 
this all the time and we don’t 

have enough people to appoint. 
Please, get involved in the pro-

cess, put your two cents in and 
make your voice heard.”
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