
by Cindy Glasson
Homecoming week for Hot Springs County 

High School is well underway with a theme 
of “Hawaii” going into the football match-up 
between the Bobcats and the Lyman Eagles 
on Friday night.

The time honored change-up with the 
boys’ and girls’ teams on Monday night in-
cluded Powder Puff football games and Buff 
Puff volleyball matches. According to home-
coming coordinator Sarah Reilley, the senior 
girls came out on top in the football games 
and the senior boys dominated at volleyball.

A new event, Class Olympics, was held 
on Tuesday, organized by the junior Student 
Council members.

Students took the stage in the auditorium 
Wednesday morning for the week’s favorite 
event, the air band competition, followed by 
coronation of the king, queen and their court.

If you’re looking for something fun tonight 
(Thursday) there will be a dodgeball tour-
nament in the high school gym, starting at 
6:30 p.m.

The annual homecoming parade will be-
gin at 10:45 Friday morning in downtown 

Thermopolis.
In addition, the Spanish Club will be have 

a smash-a-car fundraiser starting at noon at 
the high school. You can buy a hit or two on 
a car donated by Auto and RV Specialties, 
with proceeds going to help with the Span-
ish Club’s trip to Spain.

The FFA Alumni steak dinner begins at 
5:30 p.m. Friday in the high school commons.

The football game against Lyman begins 
at 7 p.m. Homecoming week will culminate 
with a dance on Saturday from 9 p.m. until 
midnight in the commons.

by J.D. Stetson
The Thermopolis Town Council had a brief discussion at its meet-

ing Sept. 18 about planning for its future funding from the state’s 
Safe Routes To School Program. 

For the current fiscal year, the town only received $3,000 for 
planning and community education from the program. 

Town officials presented the council with a proposal to investi-
gate the possibility of installing illuminated LED crosswalk lights, 
specifically across Park Street at Fourth Street. 

The proposal was prompted after a child was hit by a vehicle 
while the child was trying to cross the intersection in August dur-
ing an event at the Hot Springs County Fairgrounds.

Town officials want to include the possibility of installing lights 
inside the asphalt in its strategic planning for the Safe Routes To 
School program. 

Town Engineer Heath Overfield said he has done some research 
into the lights, which would be solar-powered LED lights embedded 

into the sidewalk to alert drivers and an activation system, such as 
a push button attached to a wireless activator. 

Overfield said some brands of the LED devices are snowplow-
proof and the estimated cost of the system could run about $30,000. 
Since it would cross a state highway, the system would also have 
to be approved by the Wyoming Department of Transportation be-
fore it could be installed. 

The council decided to allow the town to look further into the sys-
tem and to include it in the town’s Safe Routes To School planning.   

Council member Dick Hall, who had filled in for mayor Bill Mal-
loy to run the meeting, also briefly talked about a potential cross-
walk at Amoretti Street to cross Sixth Street.

He said he would be happy if the state would allow the town to 
place crosswalk “hash marks” across the street and a yield to pedes-
trians sign at the intersection. The idea could also be incorporated 
into the Safe Routes To School planning because, like Park Street, 
it falls within an area determined to be a school route.

by Cindy Glasson
In an attempt to come to a 

mutual understanding of what 
the mission and goals are of 
the Thermopolis-Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Lodging Tax Board (LTB), a 
meeting was held between the 
two entities Tuesday night.

Chamber President Donna 
Nally said the chamber believes 
in the businesses and the people 
of Thermopolis.

“We’re all for going above and 
beyond what the (mission) state-
ment says,” Nally said. “It’s a 
responsibility as a community 
member.”

Chamber Vice President 
Gene Boehmke added, “Mem-
bers on both sides have a prima-
ry interest in doing what’s best 
for the community. We owe it to 
the community to do everything 
we can to promote ourselves. 

“We’re not always going to 
agree on the best way to do it, 
but it doesn’t mean we don’t have 
the best interests of the commu-
nity in mind.”

Lodging Tax Board President 
Ernest Cummings asked what 
the chamber thought the LTB 
was responsible for.

The chamber feels they are 
due reimbursement for services 
rendered by their executive di-
rector, Michelle Lue.

“Michelle spends the better 
part of her day taking care of 
visitor things and doesn’t have 
enough time to spend on cham-
ber or business needs,” Nally 
said.

The LTB pointed out that one-
third of Lue’s salary is paid for by 
their board; however, the cham-
ber feels the time Lue spends 
on tourism accounts is more in 
the neighborhood of two-thirds 
of her time in the office.

That creates an issue of Lue 
not being able to visit with busi-

ness owners, help them achieve 
their goals or recruit new cham-
ber members.

A sticking point in the conver-
sation was whether or not Ther-
mopolis is a tourist-driven com-
munity, and some of the chamber 
board members do not feel it is.

Boehmke pointed out there 
are a number of businesses in 
the county that are not tourism-
based. For instance, he named 
farmers, ranchers, the oil com-
panies and his own business, 
Captel, as examples.

Cummings disagreed, stat-
ing the cyclical effect of a single 
dollar spent in the community 
through tourism passes down 
to those non-tourism entities; 
therefore, it helps everyone.

Some chamber members feel 
the money is not getting spent in 
the community, however.

“They come, they spend the 
night and they leave,” chamber 
member Dixie Vialpando said. 
“There’s nothing to keep them 
here. You’re (the hotels) already 
ready, already established. The 
businesses need help to keep 
these people here to spend their 
money.”

One of the problems both 
sides see is that businesses are 
seemingly unwilling to stay open 
later for the tourist traffic or be 
open on days they are normal-
ly closed if there is an event in 
town, causing them to lose much-
needed revenue.

“The question is, how do we 
get that interest? How do we get 
them to work with us,” Cum-
mings said.

Nally suggested looking at 
things in different directions.

“We have the same goal, we 
just have different ways to get 
to that goal,” she said. “I think 
we can fix this.”

See Boards on page 5
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Tanner Abbott goes for a spike during a seniors versus 
freshman match during the Buff Puff Volleyball tourna-
ment Monday night in the Hot Springs County High School 
gymnasium.                                              -- J.D. Stetson photo

Town discusses LED crosswalk on Park

Homecoming week featuring flurry of activities

State 2A golf champs

The Thermopolis boys’ golf team members hoist their 2A 
golf championship trophy after a hard-fought two-day 
state tournament in Lovell. The golfers, from left to right, 

include Jesse McManis, Austin Rush, Kacy Conner, Jonah 
Cook and Jackson Roling. See page 6 for details. 
       – Photo by David Peck/Lovell Chronicle

by Joe Sova
Hot Springs County School District No. 1 Superintendent Dustin 

Hunt shared information about the Wyoming Department of Ed-
ucation’s (WDE) 2011-12 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report 
with trustees during the Sept. 20 regular board meeting. AYP is 
determined by Proficiency Assessments for Wyoming Students 
(PAWS) testing.

The report indicates the district met AYP targets in third-grade 
math; fourth-grade reading and math; fifth-grade math; seventh-
grade reading and math; and 11th grade reading and 
math. However, the district did not achieve AYP in sec-
ond- and fifth-grade reading; sixth-grade reading and 
math; and eighth-grade reading and math.

The Hot Springs district made the most improvement 
on the 11th-grade level. Eleventh graders improved by 21 
percent in reading, 16 percent in math and 14 percent in 
science. The best single improvement was 34 percent in 
fourth-grade science. Fifth-grade math scores improved 
by 21 percent. Hunt pointed out that the scores were by 
grade level and involved different students in 2011-12 
than those in the respective grades in 2010-11.

“Third, fourth, sixth and eighth didn’t meet ready 
targets,” Hunt said after the meeting. “In some areas 
we fell, but not a lot.” One of those areas was a 10-per-
cent drop in sixth-grade reading, but again, those sixth 
graders were not the same students that were in that 
grade the previous year.

Hunt explained that 86 percent of elementary school students must 
be proficient or advanced in reading this year, based on guidelines 
from the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The mark increases to 
93 percent for the 2013-14 school year and 100 percent for 2014-15.

For middle school students, the reading target is 80 percent for 
this year, 90 percent for the next year and 100 percent for 2014-
15. The math targets are 76 percent, 88 percent and 100 percent.

At the high school level, the targets are 76 percent for this year, 
85 percent for next year and 100 percent in 2014-15 in reading. 
The targets in math are 70 percent, 85 percent and 100 percent, 
respectively.

As indicated, the target scores will continue to move through 

fiscal year 2014.

Meeting AYP targets
“Two of the three buildings (elementary and middle school) 

didn’t meet the target. It’s frustrating,” Hunt said. “As a district, 
we saw growth.”

The superintendent indicated 96 schools in Wyoming, or 53 per-
cent, did not meet AYP targets for 2011-12, which places them in 
a “warning year.” Twenty-four schools did not reach AYP targets 

for the second consecutive year and 26 failed AYP 
for the third straight year.

“It’s important for us to know what our tar-
get is,” Hunt said. “Our district did make AYP…
We’re going to continue to build the targets in our 
own district.”

He believes PAWS testing has brought about 
accountability in public schools in Wyoming.

“We’ve got to reach for the high target,” Hunt 
said. “We want all kids to be proficient or advanced 
(in PAWS testing).”

In order to reach AYP targets for next year, 
third- through sixth-grade students in the dis-
trict must be 90 percent proficient or advanced 
in reading and 92 percent in math. For seventh 
and eighth graders, the targets are 90 percent in 
reading and 88 percent in math.

Preparation of students for attending college is a component of 
the Hot Springs district’s goals. Conceivably, EXPLORE is Ameri-
can College Testing’s (ACT) college readiness test for ninth grad-
ers. PLAN is ACT’s college readiness test for 10th-grade students. 
All juniors take the ACT, and seniors would take COMPASS test-
ing. They are also college readiness tests.

“It’s important to have that solid foundation,” Hunt said.
The superintendent indicated during the meeting that WDE 

had pulled the writing assessment from PAWS testing, and PAWS 
testing of 11th-grade students could be eliminated altogether in 
the near future.

More information about WDE’s AYP targets can be found on-
line at http://edu.wyoming.gov/programs/adequate-yearly-progress.

District meets overall Adequate Yearly Progress target

    “  Two of the three 
buildings didn't meet 

the target. As a district 
we saw growth.

-HSCHS 
superintendent 

Dustin Hunt

Buff Puff volleyball


