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Bank of Thermopolis

A fourth bank

opens in town |

The Bank of Thermopolis
opened Tuesday morning at the
former Stump’s Outpost build-
ing in Thermopolis at 701 Sho-
shoni.

It is the ninth bank in the
group headquartered in Bridg-
er, Mont., that includes three in
Wyoming, Bank of Lovell, Bank
of Greybull and Bank of Powell.
The other Montana banks are
in Red Lodge, Joliet, Harlem
and Butte.

“We looked at expanding into
Thermopolis in 2001, and the
deal that we had didn’t come to-
gether,” Bank of Bridger corpo-
rate board member Bart Lange-
meier said.

Since then, bank officials have
kept an eye on what was happen-
ing in the community and like
what they see, he continued.

“Our customers travel north
toward Billings and go through
communities we already serve,”
Langemeier said. “We had
looked for another community
in Wyoming and liked Wyoming
better than Montana for a lot of
different reasons.

“Thermopolis was the best
fit for us at this time, and we
felt good about that. We've been
watching, and the economy ap-
peared to be growing some-
what.

“Basically Thermopolis just
fits in with the footprint of our
banks.”

Personnel from their banks
in Powell and Bridger have been

helping set up the Thermopolis
bank and train the local employ-
ees: Shyla Buckner, Tasha Doyle
and Heather Wilson. Candidates
for branch manager are still be-
ing interviewed.

The bank will be open week-
days. Langemeier said the
bank’s focus on small business
and consumer banking, SBA and
rural development loans, noting
the bank in Butte is the only one
in a large city.

Asked if his group was one
of bidders for the failed Bank of
Wyoming (which was successful-
ly acquired by Central Bank and
Trust last week), Langemeier
said, “I'm really not at liberty
to talk about that.”

He did note Bank of Wyo-
ming played an integral role in
Hot Springs County prior to its
closure.

“We plan on being active in
the community,” he said.

Langemeier serves as presi-
dent of the Bank of Red Lodge.
Other corporate directors are
his father, CEO Leon E. Lange-
meier; Richard C. Loegering;
K.C. Hickok; Richard Ander-
son; his stepmother, Marilyn
Langemeier; Martin Peters; and
Charles N. Monk.

Leon and Marilyn Lange-
meier and Powell branch man-
ager Denis Brothers were on
hand for the bank opening on
Tuesday.

“We'rejust excited to be down
there,” Bart Langemeier said.

There is a free range
monitoring workshop Friday
on the LU Ranch at 10 a.m.

Range specialists Bar-
ton Stam and Rachel Mealor
with the University of Wyo-
ming Cooperative Extension
Service will lead the tour.

Participants should meet
at the Gooseberry Creek
Rest Area. Bring a lunch
and drinking water.

' Range session
planned at LU

The workshop is spon-
sored by the Wyoming De-
partment of Environmental
Quality, the UW Coopera-
tive Extension Service, the
Cottonwood/Grass Creek
Watershed Improvement
District and The Nature
Conservancy.

For more information,
contact Katherine Thomp-
son at 587-1655.

Couple falls
victim to a
$4,258 scam

by Jonathan Green

A scam local law enforcement
and the Independent Record first
warned people aboutinJunehas
claimed at least one pair of vic-
tims here.

Hot Springs County sheriff’s
deputy Kim Black said a couple
in their early sixties lost $4,258
last week when they responded
to atelephone plea from someone
who claimed to be their grand-
child. The phony grandchild
claimed to have been arrested
in Canada.

Black said someone pretend-
ing to be a lawyer then came on
the line and verified the grand-
child was being detained. The
lawyer said the grandparents
would need to wire the money
in order for their grandchild to
be bonded out from jail.

Black said it was unlikely the
couple will get their money back.
Unlike checks, wire transfers are
not subject to stop-payment or-
ders and cannot be returned once
fraudulently claimed.
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Thermopolis firefighters, Mortimore Ambulance respond-
ers and Hot Springs County sheriff's deputy A.J. Helm as-
sist Ray Arey and Kevin Fox on July 15 after the Cessna

172 they were flying crashed on Stagner Mountain west of
Wind River Canyon. The impactripped the engine, far right,
from the airplane chassis.

--Jonathan Green photo

Airport operator, student injured in
plane crash atop Stagner Mountain

by Jonathan Green
Two Thermopolis men were injured, one
seriously, when the Cessna 172 Skyhawk
they were flying crashed south of Thermop-

olis the night of July 15.

Ray Arey, 68, and Kevin Fox, 47, were in
the four-seat aircraft headed to Thermop-
olis when it “landed” on the down-slope of
Stagner Mountain a couple of miles west of

Wind River Canyon.

The plane hit and crashed over an em-
bankment on the Arapahoe Ranch road at

Red Cut, breaking both of Fox’s legs, ac-
cording to Thermopolis police chief Mark

Nelson, a fireman.

tail section.

Arey called his wife, Jocelyne, who con-
tacted law enforcement at 11:33 p.m.

The Thermopolis Fire Department, Hot
Springs County sheriff’s office and Morti-
more Ambulance responded.

The force of the crash left the engine sev-
eral feet behind the rest of the wreckage,
with the crumpled cockpit sitting atop the

The Cessna was the club aircraft owned
by several people who use the Hot Springs

County Airport, including Nelson. The Fed-

gating.

eral Aviation Administration and National
Transportation Safety Board are investi-

The Areyslease the airport from the coun-
ty through their business, DRA Services.

Another airport operator here, Walt Ur-
bigkit died in a plane crash near Casper
the night of May 17, 2002, while returning

to Thermopolis.

Weevils damage Lucerne hay crop and
cereal leaf beetles damaging the barley

by Cindy Glasson

Two different pests have led
to crop damage with barley and
hay this year in Hot Springs
County.

A cool, wet spring has led to
a significant weevil problem in
the hay cropsintheLucerne area
north of Thermopolis, according
to Weed and Pest supervisor
Marvin Andreen.

“The weevils are always
there,” Andreen said, but be-
cause the weather has been so
unusual, farmers were not able
to swath the first cutting of hay
until two or three weeks later

than normal.

That gave the weevils more
time to mature and more time
to eat through the nutrients
foundinthe hay. Andreen found
a good portion of the hay dam-
aged while making his crop cer-
tification rounds.

Ray Shaffer, who farms on
West Sunnyside Lane, lost one
entire stand of hay.

“It’s the worst I've ever seen,”
Shaffer said. “We started cut-
ting, and the swath head looked
alive with weevils.”

“Alotofusused tospray mala-
thion; now we don’t,” he said.

B o ® X, G A7

Enjoying warm temperatures on a Slip 'n Slide Friday are, front to back, Noah Schwalbe,
Robin and Rachael McCarthy, Allie Schwalbe and Caleb DeCroo. --Jonathan Green photo

Shaffer said it didn’t appear
to be a problem just in this area.
He saw a lot of damage while
traveling between Thermopolis
and Billings.

He said the weevils shouldn’t
affect the second hay cutting but
there are “no guarantees.”

The life cycle of the weevil it-
self is short lived, growing into
a snout beetle within a couple
of weeks. Shaffer said that ac-
counts for the large number of
seagulls in the area recently as
the snout beetle is a food source
for the birds.

Mike Baker, who has raised
hay for years on West Sunny-
side Lane, said the infestation
will probably not affect the cost
of hay.

“Hay prices are more depen-
dent on need rather than qual-
ity,” he said.

ANOTHER PEST, the cere-
al leaf beetle, has caused dam-
age in the barley crop, which
should be harvested within the
next week.

Baker said there is always
some chronic infestation of the
beetle, but the unusual weath-
er this spring created a spike in
their numbers.

He added that late barley
crops are generally not affect-
ed because the beetle cannot
stand the hot, dry weather late
in the season.

“They crawl up the stems at
night to eat and then curl up
and drop off as soon as the sun
hits them,” Baker said.

They eat on the top leaves,
which turns them white, he
said.

Baker had to hire an aerial
sprayer in order to cut down on
the damage. The closest sprayer
is out of Cody, and Baker said
this probably adds another $19
in cost to each acre he will har-
vest this year.

Baker said natural predators
eventually take care of the bee-
tle, including two small types of
wasp that eat the beetle during
the larvae stage.

Clothing, show open
the fair on Thursday

by Cindy Glasson

A week of fun is planned at
the Hot Springs County Fair
through July 31.

Judging for 4-H clothing is
being held at the Hot Springs
County Museum Thursday start-
ing at 3 p.m. The style show fol-
lows the judging.

Severalitems are on schedule
for Tuesday, including visits to
the exhibit hall from 4-8 p.m.
The 4-H and open dog show is
on the patio of the multi-purpose
building at 6 p.m.

Five animal shows are on tap
for Wednesday. The goat show
will begin at 8 a.m., cat show
at 9 a.m., rabbits at 10:30 a.m.,
poultry at noon and the sheep

show at 3 p.m.

John Brooks and his band
will be the entertainment for
the “Family Fun Nite” starting
at 6 p.m. There will be carnival
games, a dunk booth, a sand dig
for ages 1-5 and “Family Fun on
the Go” with blow up slides and
other attractions.

The swine show is slated for
8 a.m. on Thursday followed by
thebeef show that evening start-
ing at 6 p.m.

Final events for the fair will
be Friday with showmanship
round-robins at 10 a.m. and
the pre-sale buyer’s dinner at
6 p.m. The junior livestock auc-
tion and purple ribbon bake sale
are at 7 p.m.



