Bishop earns National

Senior Olympics
medal, ribbons 3

Thermopolis
Hot Springs

SPECIAL INTERNET PREVIEW

Jason Bowman wins

14

President's Cup
golf crown

VOLUME 112, No. 28, July 14, 2011

Thermopolis Rehab
and Care Center
has nhew owner

9

THERMOPOLIS, WY 82443

Brooklyn students
'dig' dinosaurs
during visit

13

Independent Record

75¢

USPS 627-300

Charges dropped
In Weisbeck case

by J.D. Stetson

The Hot Springs County At-
torney’s Office has dropped all
charges against James “Jim”
Weisbeck in Hot Springs County
Circuit Court.

On Friday, Circuit Court
Judge Tom Harrington signed
County Attorney Jerry Wil-
liams’ motion to dismiss all
charges against Weisbeck with-
out prejudice.

Williams states in his mo-
tion, filed Thursday, it would
be in the “best interest of jus-
tice to do so.”

Hot Springs County Sher-
iff’'s deputies arrested Weisbeck
on June 15 on suspicion of ag-
gravated assault after they re-
sponded tohis Eagle Ridge Road
home in response to a claim by
Jill Ferris, 51, that Weisbeck al-
legedly fired a gun toward her.

Prosecutors charged Weis-
beck with attempted second-
degree murder and influenc-
ing, intimidating or impeding
a witness based on the witness’
statements, the discovery of a
bullet in a wall of the home and
astatement from the victim that
Weisbeck had allegedly threat-
ened to kill her if she contacted
law enforcement.

Williams said in a Friday in-

the victim.

goust said.

charges.

terview new information had
led to dismissal of the charges.
Williams did not elaborate on
the information based on court
rules prohibiting prosecutors
from talking about cases.
Sheriff Lou Falgoust said the
information had to do with in-
consistent statements made by

Falgoust said the case re-
mains open and because it was
dismissed without prejudice,
charges could be filed again if
new information is obtained.

“I concur with the actions
of the county attorney,” Fal-

Weisbeck’s attorney, Alex
H. Sitz IIT of Cody, said he
and Weisbeck are happy with
Williams’ decision to drop the

“We believe it lacked merit
and was wholly unsupported
by any credible evidence, which
would have made a successful
prosecution very unlikelyin the
matter,” Sitz said.

“It is unfortunate that Mr.
Weisbeck had to spend six days
injail to get to thisjuncture, but
we are hopeful that Jim can be-
gin to put the pieces of his life
back together now that the crim-
inal case has been dismissed.”
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Sesi Jensen, left, and Jaxson Jensen enjoy a race down a waterslide during the Relay Fun Fair on Friday after-
noon at Hot Springs State Park. The event was held in conjunction with this year's Relay for Life, which featured
the fundraising efforts of eight participating teams. Nearly $28,000 was raised for the American Cancer Society
in the battle against the disease. See a Relay for Life recap on page 11.

— Joe Sova photo

School budget public hearing set for next Wednesday

by Joe Sova

Patrons in Hot Springs County School District
No. 1 will see minimal changes in the fiscal year
2012 budget compared to the budget for the 2010-
11 school year.

Trustees will hold a public hearing on the pro-
posed budget at 8 p.m. next Wednesday, July 20
in the boardroom at the administration building.
The board will convene at 7 p.m. on that date for
itsregular monthly meeting and adjourn to gointo
the public hearing. When the hearing is conclud-
ed, trustees will return to their regular meeting
and adopt the fiscal year (FY) 2012 budget (end-
ing June 30, 2012).

By state statute, budget hearings in Wyoming
public schools must be held at 8 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of July.

Trustees held a special meeting to approve a
number of budget revisions June 29. District Busi-
ness Manager Lisa Pearce said the revisions re-

sulted in an increase of about $36,000 in the pro-
posed budget. Puttingitin perspective, Pearce said
the increase was just three-tenths of 1 percent.

Pearce explained budget adjustments were
made to keep the district in compliance with state
statutes. One of the most significant factors in-
volved the lease-purchase of three new buses, which
was not approved until February and amounted
to about $60,000.

“It was in our best interest to make that first
payment the year we got them,” Pearce said of the
buses. The district leases the buses and then buys
them outright at the end of the term.

Adoption of a new math curriculum also figured
into the budget adjustments; the adoption has a
cost of $70,000.

Pearce said district patrons have had 30 days
to review the proposed budget and they have final
input at the July 20 budget hearing.

In the proposed budget for FY2012, the gener-

al budget is $11,623,097. That compares to last
year’s general fund of about $10,689,000, accord-
ing to Pearce.

Mill levies unchanged

Pearce expects the Board of Cooperative Educa-
tion Services mill levies to remain the same; they
are one-half mill (.500) for Northwest BOCES and
the same levy for Fremont County BOCES. CWC
Board of Cooperative Higher Education Services
(BOCHES) is also expected to stay the same, at
one-quarter mill (.250).

The mill levy for Special District Tax would be
25 mills and 6 mills for County School Tax — both
the same as for the 2010-11 school year. The Rec-
reation Board mill levy should stay the same at 1
mill. There will be an increase in tax collections
in the district, since assessed valuation went up
from last year. The unofficial valuation is about
$223,298; the valuation will be certified by the
county commissioners at an August meeting.

The district has to deal with rising costs for food
service. Pearce indicated dairy costs alone have
gone up 40 percent in just two years.

Inlooking at other funding areasin the district,
Special Revenueisabout $1.1 millioninthe FY2012
budget. That is significantly lower than 2010-11
since the district will not receive federal stimu-
lus money like it did for the last school year. The
Capital Construction fund has about $1.06 million,
with some of that money shifted from reserves.

Pearce said there was $700,000 in Major Main-
tenance. Much of that money will be needed to pay
for a new bus turn-around at the middle school
and new windows for the administration/audito-
rium building.

Approximate amounts of other district funds
for FY2012: Debt Service, $284,000; Food Service,
$413,000; Insurance Trust, $1.66 million; Scholar-
ship, $30,000; Pupil Activity, $190,000; and Rec-
reation District, $251,000.
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Lisa Shaffer,amember of the High Mountain Ranch team competing in the Lions Club
Ranch Rodeo on Saturday, checks to see if she has any milk in her bottle during the
wild cow milking event. The rodeo also featured ribbon roping, trailer loading, team
doctoring, branding and wild cow riding as well as calf scrambles and mutton bustin'
for the kids. See Sports on page 6 for results of the Ranch Rodeo. — Joe Sova photo
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All-Class Reunion this weekend

The annual Hot Springs Coun-
ty High School reunion is set to
kick off this weekend with regis-
tration at the VFW from 1-4 p.m.
Saturday.

Celebrating the graduating
classes ending in 1 and 6 this

year, each class will hold its own
Friday night mixer and Saturday
night dinner before the culminat-
ing event, the all-class picnic on
Sunday.

Adancewillbeheld atthe VFW
on Saturday starting at 9 p.m.

Hot Springs County Educa-
tional Endowment members will
give tours of the auditorium and
the new high school Saturday
from 10 a.m. to noon. For more
information on the tours, call
Margaret Stansill at 921-0000.

1301 Clark 6 p.m.

Class Year Contact Friday Saturday
1941 - 70 years Lois Williams
1951 - 60 years Delores Loughlin Delores Loughlin Tut Ellis

125 Cedar Ridge

211 E. River Road
5:30 p.m.

1956 - 55 years Joan Harris VFW 7 p.m. Armory 6:30 p.m.
1961 - 50 years Charlyne White VFW 7 p.m. Shorty’s patio 103

E. Broadway 6 p.m.
1966 - 45 years Ann Roberts Wedge Taylor Stones Throw

Airport Road
6 p.m. cocktails
7 p.m. dinner

1971 - 40 years Patty Jeunehomme

R&S Well Service
818 So. 7th St.

R&S Well Service
818 So. 7th St.

6 p.m.

BBQ 7 p.m. 7 p.m.

1976 - 35 years Deb Mount Deb Mount Las Fuentes
353 Bonneville Road |[530 Arapahoe
7 p.m. 7 p.m.

1981 - 30 years Kim Enis A&W Bowling Lanes |Eagles Club

6th & Shoshoni
6 p.m. cocktails
7 p.m. dinner

1991 - 20 years Dana McDermott

Dana McDermott
361 Bison View Lane
6 p.m.

Pumpernicks 6 p.m.

2001 - 10 years Anne lvie

Candy Jack Park
5p.m.

Butch’s Place
6 p.m. cocktails
7 p.m. dinner




